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PRIME MINISTER OF CANADA
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Monday afternoon, October 3rd, 1960

at 3 o'clock

Librarian Dorothy Ashbridge accepts A. Y. Jackson painting, Gatineau Hills, from

: . Tenth anniversary celebrations, 3 October 1970. East York Reeve True Davidson John Ridout (1926-2003) served on the East York
S. Walter Stewart at the official opening, 3 October 1960. Stewart gave an . .
. : . ; : (centre) was a library board member for several years. Public Library Board from 1968 to 1994, several
additional nine A. Y. Jackson paintings in 1969, Reeve R. M. Leslie donated two and . :
Source: East York Fire Department. years as Chair. He also was a member of the Metro-

Dorothy Ashbridge gave one, Ottawa River, presented in 1966. Although their
ownership was transferred from the library board to the East York Foundation in
the 1960s, the thirteen A. Y. Jackson paintings remain at S. Walter Stewart Branch.
Source: Toronto Public Library Archives.

politan Toronto Library Board, 1970 to 1991, five
years as Chair. The auditorium at the S. Walter Stew-
art Branch was named in his honour in 1995.
Source: Toronto Public Library Archives.
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LYING SAUCER

];‘!\S"i' YORK'S new “flying saucer” library has knocked the township’s reading habits into
<4 ouler space.

Book circulation has zoomed up 800 per cent. according to head librarian Miss Dor-
othy Ashbridge. The library has also pulled in 319 new members this year.

Yet the experts said the library would never be popular.

Cautious heads on East York Council warned that it was too radical a design. | o

They claimed that at Durant ave. and Memorial Park ave., it was too far from the near- J | - — —
est bus st_np. two blocks away. :

The circular library is so far out from the traditional staid type of building, the
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children who use it immediately dubbed it “the flying saucer.” A S22 .-;J . = i
Everything is round, The building resembles & hat box with three little hat boxes e t | llh — = ==
around its circumference. e \ ' [E=—

Inside, massive wooden beams fan oul from the centre of the circle. -y P

It has enabled East York y o o :

to put all their books on dis- ke Py |

play, and plan for a total of - | B T

10,000 books in use even- o ! T

tually : | Z
According to Miss Ash- - LS

bridge, a large unused room g | |

downstairs. by the auditoriom -y | -

gives them a tremendaus — k

capacity

“We could only have half
our books on the shell in our
old building.” she explained.
“The rest of them were packs

ed away."” .
The library fealures two
auditoriums, according to S. i

Walter Stewart, chairman of
the library board.
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Miniature

A more or less conven-

tonal on. i the bascmen S. Walter Stewart Branch reading lounge, 2008. Phillip H. Carter, Architect with Ellen Vera Allen, Architect.
seats 250 to 300 people, be . .
i el Source: Toronto Public Library.

other groups.”

The second auditorium 18
a2 minjature one; with steps
down 10 the centre, for chil-

S. Walter Stewart Branch entrance, c. 1960-1965, became the reading lounge
in the 2006-8 renovation.

dren's story time. The steps

. double as seals every Saturs

Source: Warner Photographic Ltd. = day morning for about 40
voungsters who come to hear

@® EAST YORK'S library—known to local Miss Margaret Whiteman tell

residents as the Flying Seucer. This picture was ; .'1\‘:i\|:1|1;4t'|n|||||1 room holds

taken from the top of a 100-foot fire ladder. a growing record lbrary, ac-

cording lo Miss Ashbridge.

It is so popular they plan tlo

expand their L.P. colleetion,

S.Walter Stewart Branch
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Toronto Telegram,12 October 1960.
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. PICK UP YOUR HOLDS AT: OTHER NEARBY BRANCHES:
e — . Dawes Road Branch Pape/Danforth Branch
416 Dawes Aoad » 416-396-3820 701 Pape Avenue = 416-393-7727

Danforth/Coxwell Branch
1675 Danforth Avenue = 4168-383-7783

Children’s Department, early 1960s. Later used for the adult non-fiction collection, the Ao 002 Todmorden Room Branch
space was used for the circulation desk in the 2006-8 renovation. LIBRARY 1081% Pape Avenue + 416-396-3875

Source: National Film Board.

to e, torontopubliciibrary. ca o call Answerfine ot 216539371

East York-Riverdale Mirror, 18 August 2006.
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- S.Walter Stewart Branch,
4 170 Memorial Park Avenue o
{off Coxwell Avenue, below O'Connor Drive)
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Story Hour Room, early 1960s. Later used for the multilingual collection, Circulation Desk, early 1960s. G, 5~“‘°ﬁ
this became a teen space in the 2006-8 renovation. Source: National Film Board. "-!sam " R
) . . i % * Join us for famy
Source: National Film Board. Mt s e

KidsStop, 2008. Phillip H. Carter, Architect with Ellen Vera Allen, Architect.
Source: Toronto Public Library.
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Audio-Visual Department, early 1960s.

Later used for paperbacks, this became

a computer learning centre in the

2006-8 renovation.

Source: National Film Board. Circulation Desk, 2008. Phillip H. Carter, Architect with Ellen Vera Allen, Architect. Le@rning Centre, 2008. Phillip H. Carter, Architect with Ellen Vera Allen, Architect.
Source: Toronto Public Library. Source: Toronto Public Library.
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Compiled by Toronto Public Library staff for the reopening of S. Walter Stewart Branch, 29 May 2008.



