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AS PA RT  OF a wee k - l ong C I T Y- TV
Bl ack heri t a ge seri e s , reporter Joj o
Ch i n to intervi ewed aut h ors Ad ri en n e
S h ad d , Afua Cooper and Ka ro ly n
Sm a rdz Frost abo ut their recent boo k ,

The Un d erground Ra i l roa d :
Next Stop, To ro n to !
Appropri a tely, the intervi ews
took place in the Ba l dwi n
Room of the Toron to
Referen ce Libra ry, wh ere the
a ut h ors did mu ch of t h ei r
re s e a rch .

The Ba l dwin Room houses
an ex ten s ive co ll ecti on of
pri m a ry source material on
the history of Ca n ad a ,
i n cluding historical pictu re s ,
n ews p a pers , boo k s , m a nu-
s c ri pts and more . S h add and
h er co - a ut h ors used firs t -
hand accounts wri t ten by
Bl acks who came to Ca n ad a
via the Un der gro u n d
Ra i l road , as well as severa l
m a nu s c ri pt co ll ecti on s ,
most notably the An ders on
Ruffin Abbott papers .

An ders on Abbott gradu-
a ted from the Toron to
S ch ool of Medicine in 1861
a n d , a f ter serving a stint in
the U. S . Army as a su r geon ,
s et up practi ce in Ch a t h a m ,
O n t a ri o. Th ro u gh o ut his
l i fe , D r. Abbott con tri buted
a rti cles and let ters , m a ny of
t h em con cerning Bl acks in

Ca n ada and the Un i ted State s , to
Ca n adian and Am erican news p a pers .

The An ders on Ruffin Abbott papers
at Toron to Referen ce Libra ry inclu de ,
a m ong other item s , ph o togra ph s ,
d rafts of a rti cl e s , s peech e s , l et ters ,
s c ra pbooks and news p a per cl i pp i n gs .

Bl ack heri t a ge co ll ecti ons are also
ava i l a ble at Ced a rbrae , Pa rk d a l e ,
York vi ll e , Ba rb a ra Fru m , Bl ack Cree k ,
Down s vi ew, Fa i rvi ew and Flem i n gdon
Pa rk bra n ch e s .

L i b rarians set to
lay siege to city
Canadian and Am erican Li b ra ry
As so ci a tions unite for co n feren ce

WITH 25,000  DELEGATES ex pected
to atten d , the upcoming joi n t
Ca n adian Libra ry As s oc i a ti on
( C LA ) / Am erican Libra ry As s oc i a ti on
( A LA) Con feren ce , June 19 to 25, i n
Toron to, wi ll be the bi ggest con feren ce
in the city this ye a r. It wi ll fe a tu re over
2,000 even t s , m eeti n gs and progra m s ,
with key n o te spe a kers including Glori a
S tei n em and Ca n ad a’s Na ti on a l
L i bra rian Roch Ca rri er.

“We’re ex pecting participants from
a ll over North Am eri c a ,” s ays Toron to
Pu blic Libra ry con feren ce liaison ,
Ma ggie Gossel i n . “We’ ll have libra ri a n s ,
of co u rs e ,
but we are also
ex pecting  
edu c a tors , wri ters ,
p u bl i s h ers and
o t h er spec i a l
g u e s t s .”

The oldest and
l a r gest libra ry
a s s oc i a ti on in the
worl d , fo u n ded in
1876 and curren t ly
boa s ting 64,000 mem bers , the A LA has
h eld their annual con feren ce in Ca n ad a
six times in the past. The first time was
in 1900, wh en the con feren ce was hel d
in Mon tre a l ; the most recent over 40
ye a rs ago, a gain in Mon tre a l . It was hel d
in Toron to on ly on ce , in 1927, wh en
Ca n adian libra rian Geor ge Locke was
Pre s i dent of the A LA . Mem bers of A LA

Black heritage 
at the library
Spe cial Coll e ctions ri ch 
sou rce for histo rical materi a l s

The A n d e rson Ruffin Abbott papers at To ro n t o
R e f e rence Library include photogra p h s, d rafts 
of articles, speeches and letters.

With upwa rds 

of $70 million in

e conomic activi ty

expe cted , this 

wi ll be To ro n to’s

l a rgest co n feren ce

of 2 0 0 3 .
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L i b r a ry Board Highlights
February 17, 2 0 0 3

Next Li b ra ry Boa rd meeting: 
Mo n d ay, Ma rch 24, 2 0 0 3

Calendar of Events
M a rch 2003

February 22 to April 27
Audubon Images on Stamps
An ex h i bit from the Libra ry ’s Spec i a l
Co ll ecti on s , fe a tu res prints from the
ra re first ed i ti on of Au du bon’s T h e
B i rds of Am eri c a and Au du bon
stamps from around the worl d . Th e
ex h i bit inclu des a display on the
de s i gn process used to tra n s form a
print into a stamp and com m em o-
ra tes Ca n ad a’s first Au du bon stamp
s eri e s . TD Gall ery, Toron to
Referen ce Libra ry,
789 Yon ge St.

M o n d a y, M a rch 10 to
S a t u rd a y, M a rch 15
M a rch Break 
is for kids
Magicians, musicians
and mimes (and a
whole lot more). Ask

at your local branch, check the library’s
program guide, What’s On, or visit us
online: www.tpl.toronto.on.ca.

M o n d a y, M a rch 3, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Arts writer and broadcaster Paula Citron.
Beeton Auditorium, Toronto Reference
Library, 789 Yonge St.

Tu e s d a y, M a rch 18, 7:30 p. m .
Author Series 2003
Science fiction writer Robert J. Sawyer
reads from Humans. Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.

F r i d a y, M a rch 21, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Flutist, composer and conductor Robert
Aitken. Beeton Auditorium, Toronto
Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.

T h u rs d a y, M a rch 27, 6:30 p. m .
P rotecting Your Money, Privacy and
Identity in To d a y ’s Information A g e
Information security experts Paul Wing
and Jim Gaston. Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.

To ronto Public Library celebrates

P E N C A N A D A
F O R F R E E D O M O F E X P R E S S I O N

Talking about Terror:
Rules of Civil Discourse
Moderator: Andy Barrie. Brenda Cossman, 
Andrew Coyne, Joel Ruimy, Margaret Wente

Wednesday, February 26, 6:30 p.m.
Beeton Auditorium

Coming to Canada:
Freedom to Write and Remember
Intro: Haroon Siddiqui  Host: June Callwood
Michelle Berry, Nino Ricci, Dany Laferr i è re, Ken Wi w a ,
Shyam Selvadurai, Reza Baraheni, Metin Ciyayi

Friday, February 28, 7 p.m.
In the Atrium

Admission: $10; $7 Students, Seniors
All proceeds support PEN Canada

Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge Street
416-393-7131
www.tpl.toronto.on.ca

Succession Planning
The Boa rd received a report out l i n i n g
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry ’s stra tegies and
i n i ti a tives to rec ruit and retain 
qu a l i f i ed em p l oyee s . This report is in
re s ponse to indicators showing that 26
percent of Toron to Pu blic Libra ry
em p l oyees are el i gi ble for reti rem en t
and a furt h er 15 percent wi ll soon be
el i gi bl e .

American Library A s s o c i a t i o n / C a n a d i a n
L i b rary Association 2003 Confere n c e
Ma ggie Gossel i n , Dep uty Ch a i r,
A LA / C LA Con feren ce Loc a l
Arra n gem ents Com m i t tee , gave a 
pre s en t a ti on on this upcoming con-
feren ce . For det a i l s , s ee page 1 in this
i s sue of Sh el f Li fe.

Lease Extension A g reement – Bayview
Neighbourhood Branch Libra r y
The Boa rd approved this libra ry ’s
lease ex ten s i on with Sel ect Properti e s
L i m i ted for a peri od of f ive ye a rs ,
f rom Febru a ry 1, 2007 to 
Ja nu a ry 31, 2 0 1 2 .
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come from state ,p u bl i c , s ch oo l , ac adem i c
and special libra ries all over Nort h
Am eri c a .

“ In ad d i ti on to meeti n gs , work s h op s ,
po s ter sessions and the other business of
a con feren ce ,” s ays Gossel i n ,“ we’re
prep a ring to help del ega tes get to know
and en j oy Toron to the city, and in parti c-
u l a r, our worl d - class libra ry sys tem .”

Be s i des sessions dealing with hom e-
work help for ch i l d ren , d i gital referen ce ,
l i bra ry servi ces for the hom el e s s , co ll ec-
ti ons and servi ces for em er gi n g
i m m i grant pop u l a ti ons and many other
rel evant and ti m ely top i c s , del ega tes wi ll
be tre a ted to a mix of to u rs , aw a rds 
b a n qu ets and even a “fun ru n .”

Ca n adian con feren ce or ga n i zers are
h oping to send del ega tes home with a
h ei gh ten ed understanding of Toron to
and of Ca n ad a .

“We want to show of f the Ci ty ’s cul-
tu ral divers i ty,” s ays Gossel i n , “and how
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry re s ponds to this
d ivers i ty. We also want to give vi s i tors a
ch a n ce to learn abo ut the ri ch and va ri ed
Ca n adian litera ry scen e .”

ALA conference
continued from page 1…

In brief
L i b rary donation good news for enviro n m e n t
The TD Fri ends of the Envi ron m en t
Fo u n d a ti on has pled ged $25,000 tow a rd
the purchase of envi ron m ental books and
o t h er materials for Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry co ll ecti ons – books like Davi d
Su z u k i ’s Good News for Change a n d
An d rew Goudie’s The Na tu re of t h e
Envi ro n m en t . Last ye a r, TD Fri en d s
don a ted $20,000 to su pport co ll ecti on s .

The TD Fri ends of the Envi ron m en t
Fo u n d a ti on has ra i s ed over $27 mill i on ,
s i n ce 1990, to help Ca n adians improve
t h eir local envi ron m en t . TD Ba n k
Financial Group matches Fri en d s - ra i s ed
funds up to $1 mill i on annu a lly.

You can help
In 2002, the Toron to Pu blic Libra ry
Fo u n d a ti on ben ef i ted from $1.5 mill i on
in don a ti ons from su pporters . A direct
mail appeal to the com mu n i ty ra i s ed over

Collections in over 100 languages
The libra ry carries a wi de ra n ge of o t h er
l a n g u a ge materials for adults and 
ch i l d ren . These inclu de maga z i n e s ,
n ews p a pers , boo k s , sound record i n gs ,
vi deo record i n gs and el ectronic inform a-
ti on . Over 100 languages are repre s en ted ,
with su b s t a n tial co ll ecti ons in 40 
l a n g u a ge s .

The world on the We b
Access to international newspapers,many
in non-western fonts,is available at 1,300
Internet workstations located at 98 library
branches across the city. Electronic
resources, including NewsConnect,
Multicultural Connections and Career
Bookmarks, to name just a few, are also
available from home, work, or any place
with Internet access.

At home away from home
Co - s pon s ored libra ry progra m s , su ch as
c i ti zenship prep a ra ti on classes and
E n glish convers a ti on progra m s ,h el p

n ewcom ers to Ca n ada assimilate to thei r
n ew hom e . Pa rtn erships with local sch oo l
boa rds and other com mu n i ty insti tuti on s
h ave made English as a Second Language
classes ava i l a ble in Toron to libra ry
bra n ches ac ross the city.

Ch i l d ren ben efit from a nu m ber of
mu l ti c u l tu ral libra ry progra m s ,i n clu d i n g
E n glish Can Be Fu n , a program for new-
com ers , of fered at 21 libra ry loc a ti on s
du ring the su m m er. Di a l - a - S tory 
(416-395-5400) of fers ch i l d ren the oppor-
tu n i ty to listen to stories over the
tel eph one 24 hours a day in Engl i s h ,
Fren ch , Ca n ton e s e , It a l i a n , Portu g u e s e
and Spanish. Mu l ti c u l tu ral storytime 
programs are of fered in a va ri ety of
l a n g u a ges including Ca n ton e s e , It a l i a n ,
Ma n d a ri n , Pers i a n , Polish and Ta m i l .

To find out more abo ut how the
l i bra ry is serving the mu l ti c u l tu ral 
com mu n i ty, ch eck out W h a t’s On,
the libra ry ’s guide to progra m s ,s ervi ce s
and co ll ecti on s . Or visit our web s i te
w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a .

REC ENT STAT I S T I C S

ref l ecting the unpara ll el ed
ethnic divers i ty of Toron to’s 
pop u l a ti on rei n force the
n eed for a cultu ra lly 
i n clu s ive libra ry servi ce in
the city. Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry ’s stra tegic vi s i on
c a lls for a libra ry that serve s
everyone in the city.

“ In 2002, we saw an
i n c rease of almost 10 
percent in borrowing of
mu l tilingual materi a l s ,”
com m ents Ci ty Libra rian Jo s ephine Brya n t . “Th ro u gh our co ll ecti on s , progra m s
and servi ce s , we con ti nue to meet the cultu ral and linguistic needs of Toron to’s
growing immigrant pop u l a ti on .”

M e e t i n g
To r o n t o ’s
c u l t u ral and
l i n g u i s t i c
n e e d s
Use of mu l ti l i n g u a l
m a terials up 10 percen t
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$ 1 8 7 , 0 0 0 . This ye a r, you can help meet
the goal of $190,000 to su pport ch i l d ren’s
l i terac y, to del iver libra ry goods to the
h om ebound and to help fund many
o t h er libra ry progra m s ,s ervi ces and 
co ll ecti on s . Ca ll the Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry Fo u n d a ti on at 416-393-7123 or
visit the libra ry web s i te :

w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a
cl i ck on Su pport Your Li bra ry.

L i b rary seeks feedback
In the latest of a series of m e a su res bei n g
t a ken to invo lve the Toron to com mu n i ty
in the evo luti on of its libra ry, Toron to
Pu blic Libra ry (TPL) has unvei l ed a new
c u s tom er feed b ack plan. The cen trep i ece
of the plan is a new Cu s tom er Feed b ack
Form , de s i gn ed to make it easy to com-
m ent abo ut libra ry servi ce in the city.
The new form , ava i l a ble in all 98 bra n ch-
es of TPL and on the libra ry ’s web s i te
w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a, wi ll make it easi-
er for libra ry patrons to make com m en t s
a bo ut libra ry servi ce – com p l i m ents or
su gge s ti ons for improvem ent – and for
l i bra ry staff to track these com m en t s .

The Cu s tom er Feed b ack Form fo ll ows a
nu m ber of o t h er measu res de s i gn ed to get
i n p ut from mem bers of the com mu n i ty,
the most recent being a series of p u bl i c
con su l t a ti ons rega rding the de s i gn of ren-
ova ted and recon s tru cted libra ry
bra n ch e s .

Ask for the Cu s tom er Feed b ack Form
in your local bra n ch , or get it on the 
web s i te :

w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a
cl i ck on Con t act Us
cl i ck on Cu s tom er Feed b ack .

Malvern Branch to expand 
S p ace for larger co ll ecti on s , ad d i ti on a l
m eeting room s ,a reas for adult and ch i l-
d ren’s literacy progra m s , a teen are a , a
l a r ger ch i l d ren’s are a , m ore stu dy space ,
ad d i ti onal com p uters and a com p uter
l e a rning cen tre are all part of the plan for
a ren ova ted and ex p a n ded Ma lvern
Bra n ch of the Toron to Pu blic Libra ry.

“The vi s i on for the new bra n ch grew
o ut of ex ten s ive com mu n i ty con su l t a ti on ,”
com m ents Regi onal Di rector Vi ckery
Bowl e s .“ E a rly on in the proce s s , we hel d
t wo public meeti n gs and ei ght foc u s
groups invo lving approx i m a tely 180 peo-
ple altoget h er. Com mu n i ty con su l t a ti on
wi ll con ti nue thro u gh o ut the proj ect .”

L i b rary wins prestigious 
public relations award 
A Toron to Pu blic Libra ry (TPL) Seri e s
that provi des the public with the
u n i que opportu n i ty to hear pre s en t a-
ti ons by outstanding Ca n ad i a n
perform ers in mu s i c , t h e a tre , film and
d a n ce , has won a pre s ti gious Jo h n
Co t ton Dana Pu blic Rel a ti ons Aw a rd ,
given by the Am erican Libra ry
As s oc i a ti on .

TPL won the aw a rd for work done 
on a mu l ti - f aceted public rel a ti ons 
c a m p a i gn su rrounding its Perform i n g
Arts Lectu re Seri e s . The campaign
i n clu ded cro s s - prom o ti onal initi a tive s
with the Ca n adian Opera Com p a ny 
and other arts or ga n i z a ti on s ; m edia 
rel a ti on s ; adverti s i n g ; d i rect marketi n g ;
and the con s i s tent use of a Perform i n g
Arts image .

The Performing Arts Lectu re Seri e s
con ti nues to attract new partn ers h i p s
and patron s ; it en h a n ces the libra ry ’s
con tri buti on to the litera ry and 
c u l tu ral life of the city; and it raises 
the libra ry ’s prof i l e .

D o ra A ward winner Astrid Janson at Toronto Reference Libra r y
Costume and set designer Astrid Janson drew more than 100 people to her Pe r f o r m i n g
Arts Lecture Series (PALS) appeara n c e, February 5 at To ronto Reference Libra r y. Ja n s o n
regaled her audience with the stories behind the creation of her wonderful set and 
costume designs that have garnered no less than nine Dora s, among other awards and
h o n o u rs. For upcoming PALS events, see the Calendar, page 4.

Ma lvern wi ll close for approx i m a tely
one year for ren ova ti ons and the ad d i ti on
of 10,000 squ a re feet of p u blic space . In
order to meet the libra ry needs of t h e
com mu n i ty du ring the cl o su re , Bu rrows
Ha ll Bra n ch wi ll increase its hours of
s ervi ce and a boo k m obile wi ll visit the
Ma lvern parking lot three days a wee k .

G e o rge Reid uncovered 
The Regal Hei ghts Re s i den t s’ As s oc i a ti on ,
in coopera ti on with the Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry Fo u n d a ti on , has ra i s ed more
than $7,000 tow a rd the cost of re s tori n g
h i s toric mu rals at the Du f feri n / S t . Cl a i r
Bra n ch . Th ey need $12,000 for the firs t
phase of the proj ect , wh i ch wi ll bring to
l i ght mu rals cre a ted by ren own ed arti s t s
G eor ge Reid and Doris Mc Ca rt hy. Th e
mu ra l s , com m i s s i on ed in the 1920s and
3 0 s , were painted over in the 1960s wh en
the bra n ch was ren ova ted . If yo u’d like to
find out how you can hel p, con t act the
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry Fo u n d a ti on at
4 1 6 - 3 9 3 - 7 1 2 3 , or visit the libra ry web s i te :

w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a
cl i ck on Su pport Your Li bra ry.
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come from state ,p u bl i c , s ch oo l , ac adem i c
and special libra ries all over Nort h
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“ In ad d i ti on to meeti n gs , work s h op s ,
po s ter sessions and the other business of
a con feren ce ,” s ays Gossel i n ,“ we’re
prep a ring to help del ega tes get to know
and en j oy Toron to the city, and in parti c-
u l a r, our worl d - class libra ry sys tem .”

Be s i des sessions dealing with hom e-
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l i bra ry servi ces for the hom el e s s , co ll ec-
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h oping to send del ega tes home with a
h ei gh ten ed understanding of Toron to
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tu n i ty to listen to stories over the
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and Spanish. Mu l ti c u l tu ral storytime 
programs are of fered in a va ri ety of
l a n g u a ges including Ca n ton e s e , It a l i a n ,
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To find out more abo ut how the
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com mu n i ty, ch eck out W h a t’s On,
the libra ry ’s guide to progra m s ,s ervi ce s
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REC ENT STAT I S T I C S

ref l ecting the unpara ll el ed
ethnic divers i ty of Toron to’s 
pop u l a ti on rei n force the
n eed for a cultu ra lly 
i n clu s ive libra ry servi ce in
the city. Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry ’s stra tegic vi s i on
c a lls for a libra ry that serve s
everyone in the city.

“ In 2002, we saw an
i n c rease of almost 10 
percent in borrowing of
mu l tilingual materi a l s ,”
com m ents Ci ty Libra rian Jo s ephine Brya n t . “Th ro u gh our co ll ecti on s , progra m s
and servi ce s , we con ti nue to meet the cultu ral and linguistic needs of Toron to’s
growing immigrant pop u l a ti on .”

M e e t i n g
To r o n t o ’s
c u l t u ral and
l i n g u i s t i c
n e e d s
Use of mu l ti l i n g u a l
m a terials up 10 percen t
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$ 1 8 7 , 0 0 0 . This ye a r, you can help meet
the goal of $190,000 to su pport ch i l d ren’s
l i terac y, to del iver libra ry goods to the
h om ebound and to help fund many
o t h er libra ry progra m s ,s ervi ces and 
co ll ecti on s . Ca ll the Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry Fo u n d a ti on at 416-393-7123 or
visit the libra ry web s i te :

w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a
cl i ck on Su pport Your Li bra ry.

L i b rary seeks feedback
In the latest of a series of m e a su res bei n g
t a ken to invo lve the Toron to com mu n i ty
in the evo luti on of its libra ry, Toron to
Pu blic Libra ry (TPL) has unvei l ed a new
c u s tom er feed b ack plan. The cen trep i ece
of the plan is a new Cu s tom er Feed b ack
Form , de s i gn ed to make it easy to com-
m ent abo ut libra ry servi ce in the city.
The new form , ava i l a ble in all 98 bra n ch-
es of TPL and on the libra ry ’s web s i te
w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a, wi ll make it easi-
er for libra ry patrons to make com m en t s
a bo ut libra ry servi ce – com p l i m ents or
su gge s ti ons for improvem ent – and for
l i bra ry staff to track these com m en t s .

The Cu s tom er Feed b ack Form fo ll ows a
nu m ber of o t h er measu res de s i gn ed to get
i n p ut from mem bers of the com mu n i ty,
the most recent being a series of p u bl i c
con su l t a ti ons rega rding the de s i gn of ren-
ova ted and recon s tru cted libra ry
bra n ch e s .

Ask for the Cu s tom er Feed b ack Form
in your local bra n ch , or get it on the 
web s i te :

w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a
cl i ck on Con t act Us
cl i ck on Cu s tom er Feed b ack .

Malvern Branch to expand 
S p ace for larger co ll ecti on s , ad d i ti on a l
m eeting room s ,a reas for adult and ch i l-
d ren’s literacy progra m s , a teen are a , a
l a r ger ch i l d ren’s are a , m ore stu dy space ,
ad d i ti onal com p uters and a com p uter
l e a rning cen tre are all part of the plan for
a ren ova ted and ex p a n ded Ma lvern
Bra n ch of the Toron to Pu blic Libra ry.

“The vi s i on for the new bra n ch grew
o ut of ex ten s ive com mu n i ty con su l t a ti on ,”
com m ents Regi onal Di rector Vi ckery
Bowl e s .“ E a rly on in the proce s s , we hel d
t wo public meeti n gs and ei ght foc u s
groups invo lving approx i m a tely 180 peo-
ple altoget h er. Com mu n i ty con su l t a ti on
wi ll con ti nue thro u gh o ut the proj ect .”

L i b rary wins prestigious 
public relations award 
A Toron to Pu blic Libra ry (TPL) Seri e s
that provi des the public with the
u n i que opportu n i ty to hear pre s en t a-
ti ons by outstanding Ca n ad i a n
perform ers in mu s i c , t h e a tre , film and
d a n ce , has won a pre s ti gious Jo h n
Co t ton Dana Pu blic Rel a ti ons Aw a rd ,
given by the Am erican Libra ry
As s oc i a ti on .

TPL won the aw a rd for work done 
on a mu l ti - f aceted public rel a ti ons 
c a m p a i gn su rrounding its Perform i n g
Arts Lectu re Seri e s . The campaign
i n clu ded cro s s - prom o ti onal initi a tive s
with the Ca n adian Opera Com p a ny 
and other arts or ga n i z a ti on s ; m edia 
rel a ti on s ; adverti s i n g ; d i rect marketi n g ;
and the con s i s tent use of a Perform i n g
Arts image .

The Performing Arts Lectu re Seri e s
con ti nues to attract new partn ers h i p s
and patron s ; it en h a n ces the libra ry ’s
con tri buti on to the litera ry and 
c u l tu ral life of the city; and it raises 
the libra ry ’s prof i l e .

D o ra A ward winner Astrid Janson at Toronto Reference Libra r y
Costume and set designer Astrid Janson drew more than 100 people to her Pe r f o r m i n g
Arts Lecture Series (PALS) appeara n c e, February 5 at To ronto Reference Libra r y. Ja n s o n
regaled her audience with the stories behind the creation of her wonderful set and 
costume designs that have garnered no less than nine Dora s, among other awards and
h o n o u rs. For upcoming PALS events, see the Calendar, page 4.

Ma lvern wi ll close for approx i m a tely
one year for ren ova ti ons and the ad d i ti on
of 10,000 squ a re feet of p u blic space . In
order to meet the libra ry needs of t h e
com mu n i ty du ring the cl o su re , Bu rrows
Ha ll Bra n ch wi ll increase its hours of
s ervi ce and a boo k m obile wi ll visit the
Ma lvern parking lot three days a wee k .

G e o rge Reid uncovered 
The Regal Hei ghts Re s i den t s’ As s oc i a ti on ,
in coopera ti on with the Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry Fo u n d a ti on , has ra i s ed more
than $7,000 tow a rd the cost of re s tori n g
h i s toric mu rals at the Du f feri n / S t . Cl a i r
Bra n ch . Th ey need $12,000 for the firs t
phase of the proj ect , wh i ch wi ll bring to
l i ght mu rals cre a ted by ren own ed arti s t s
G eor ge Reid and Doris Mc Ca rt hy. Th e
mu ra l s , com m i s s i on ed in the 1920s and
3 0 s , were painted over in the 1960s wh en
the bra n ch was ren ova ted . If yo u’d like to
find out how you can hel p, con t act the
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry Fo u n d a ti on at
4 1 6 - 3 9 3 - 7 1 2 3 , or visit the libra ry web s i te :

w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a
cl i ck on Su pport Your Li bra ry.
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See ALA conference page 2…

AS PA RT  OF a wee k - l ong C I T Y- TV
Bl ack heri t a ge seri e s , reporter Joj o
Ch i n to intervi ewed aut h ors Ad ri en n e
S h ad d , Afua Cooper and Ka ro ly n
Sm a rdz Frost abo ut their recent boo k ,

The Un d erground Ra i l roa d :
Next Stop, To ro n to !
Appropri a tely, the intervi ews
took place in the Ba l dwi n
Room of the Toron to
Referen ce Libra ry, wh ere the
a ut h ors did mu ch of t h ei r
re s e a rch .

The Ba l dwin Room houses
an ex ten s ive co ll ecti on of
pri m a ry source material on
the history of Ca n ad a ,
i n cluding historical pictu re s ,
n ews p a pers , boo k s , m a nu-
s c ri pts and more . S h add and
h er co - a ut h ors used firs t -
hand accounts wri t ten by
Bl acks who came to Ca n ad a
via the Un der gro u n d
Ra i l road , as well as severa l
m a nu s c ri pt co ll ecti on s ,
most notably the An ders on
Ruffin Abbott papers .

An ders on Abbott gradu-
a ted from the Toron to
S ch ool of Medicine in 1861
a n d , a f ter serving a stint in
the U. S . Army as a su r geon ,
s et up practi ce in Ch a t h a m ,
O n t a ri o. Th ro u gh o ut his
l i fe , D r. Abbott con tri buted
a rti cles and let ters , m a ny of
t h em con cerning Bl acks in

Ca n ada and the Un i ted State s , to
Ca n adian and Am erican news p a pers .

The An ders on Ruffin Abbott papers
at Toron to Referen ce Libra ry inclu de ,
a m ong other item s , ph o togra ph s ,
d rafts of a rti cl e s , s peech e s , l et ters ,
s c ra pbooks and news p a per cl i pp i n gs .

Bl ack heri t a ge co ll ecti ons are also
ava i l a ble at Ced a rbrae , Pa rk d a l e ,
York vi ll e , Ba rb a ra Fru m , Bl ack Cree k ,
Down s vi ew, Fa i rvi ew and Flem i n gdon
Pa rk bra n ch e s .

L i b rarians set to
lay siege to city
Canadian and Am erican Li b ra ry
As so ci a tions unite for co n feren ce

WITH 25,000  DELEGATES ex pected
to atten d , the upcoming joi n t
Ca n adian Libra ry As s oc i a ti on
( C LA ) / Am erican Libra ry As s oc i a ti on
( A LA) Con feren ce , June 19 to 25, i n
Toron to, wi ll be the bi ggest con feren ce
in the city this ye a r. It wi ll fe a tu re over
2,000 even t s , m eeti n gs and progra m s ,
with key n o te spe a kers including Glori a
S tei n em and Ca n ad a’s Na ti on a l
L i bra rian Roch Ca rri er.

“We’re ex pecting participants from
a ll over North Am eri c a ,” s ays Toron to
Pu blic Libra ry con feren ce liaison ,
Ma ggie Gossel i n . “We’ ll have libra ri a n s ,
of co u rs e ,
but we are also
ex pecting  
edu c a tors , wri ters ,
p u bl i s h ers and
o t h er spec i a l
g u e s t s .”

The oldest and
l a r gest libra ry
a s s oc i a ti on in the
worl d , fo u n ded in
1876 and curren t ly
boa s ting 64,000 mem bers , the A LA has
h eld their annual con feren ce in Ca n ad a
six times in the past. The first time was
in 1900, wh en the con feren ce was hel d
in Mon tre a l ; the most recent over 40
ye a rs ago, a gain in Mon tre a l . It was hel d
in Toron to on ly on ce , in 1927, wh en
Ca n adian libra rian Geor ge Locke was
Pre s i dent of the A LA . Mem bers of A LA

Black heritage 
at the library
Spe cial Coll e ctions ri ch 
sou rce for histo rical materi a l s

The A n d e rson Ruffin Abbott papers at To ro n t o
R e f e rence Library include photogra p h s, d rafts 
of articles, speeches and letters.

With upwa rds 

of $70 million in

e conomic activi ty

expe cted , this 

wi ll be To ro n to’s

l a rgest co n feren ce

of 2 0 0 3 .
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Shelf Life is published 10 times a year by the

To ronto Public Library Board , 789 Yo n g e

S t re e t , To ro n t o, O n t a r i o, Canada M4W 2G8.

M a r keting & Communications Office:

4 1 6 - 3 9 3 - 7 1 1 7 .

The Toronto Public Library Board meets monthly

from September through June, in Committee

Room 2 at Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen Street

We s t . Meetings are open to the public.

The Library Board includes eight citizen members

and seven City Councillors.

B o a rd Members

Gillian Mason, C h a i r

William Booth, Vi c e - C h a i r

Councillor Maria A u g i m e r i

Meyer Brownstone

Councillor Olivia Chow

Councillor Mike Fe l d m a n

Rick Goldsmith

Mizan Ibrahim

Councillor Joe Mihevc

Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wo n g

Mark Nightingale

Councillor Jane Pitfield

Councillor Kyle Rae

Marjorie Stephenson

Mitchell We i s b e r g

L i b r a ry Board Highlights
February 17, 2 0 0 3

Next Li b ra ry Boa rd meeting: 
Mo n d ay, Ma rch 24, 2 0 0 3

Calendar of Events
M a rch 2003

February 22 to April 27
Audubon Images on Stamps
An ex h i bit from the Libra ry ’s Spec i a l
Co ll ecti on s , fe a tu res prints from the
ra re first ed i ti on of Au du bon’s T h e
B i rds of Am eri c a and Au du bon
stamps from around the worl d . Th e
ex h i bit inclu des a display on the
de s i gn process used to tra n s form a
print into a stamp and com m em o-
ra tes Ca n ad a’s first Au du bon stamp
s eri e s . TD Gall ery, Toron to
Referen ce Libra ry,
789 Yon ge St.

M o n d a y, M a rch 10 to
S a t u rd a y, M a rch 15
M a rch Break 
is for kids
Magicians, musicians
and mimes (and a
whole lot more). Ask

at your local branch, check the library’s
program guide, What’s On, or visit us
online: www.tpl.toronto.on.ca.

M o n d a y, M a rch 3, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Arts writer and broadcaster Paula Citron.
Beeton Auditorium, Toronto Reference
Library, 789 Yonge St.

Tu e s d a y, M a rch 18, 7:30 p. m .
Author Series 2003
Science fiction writer Robert J. Sawyer
reads from Humans. Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.

F r i d a y, M a rch 21, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Flutist, composer and conductor Robert
Aitken. Beeton Auditorium, Toronto
Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.

T h u rs d a y, M a rch 27, 6:30 p. m .
P rotecting Your Money, Privacy and
Identity in To d a y ’s Information A g e
Information security experts Paul Wing
and Jim Gaston. Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.

To ronto Public Library celebrates

P E N C A N A D A
F O R F R E E D O M O F E X P R E S S I O N

Talking about Terror:
Rules of Civil Discourse
Moderator: Andy Barrie. Brenda Cossman, 
Andrew Coyne, Joel Ruimy, Margaret Wente

Wednesday, February 26, 6:30 p.m.
Beeton Auditorium

Coming to Canada:
Freedom to Write and Remember
Intro: Haroon Siddiqui  Host: June Callwood
Michelle Berry, Nino Ricci, Dany Laferr i è re, Ken Wi w a ,
Shyam Selvadurai, Reza Baraheni, Metin Ciyayi

Friday, February 28, 7 p.m.
In the Atrium

Admission: $10; $7 Students, Seniors
All proceeds support PEN Canada

Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge Street
416-393-7131
www.tpl.toronto.on.ca

Succession Planning
The Boa rd received a report out l i n i n g
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry ’s stra tegies and
i n i ti a tives to rec ruit and retain 
qu a l i f i ed em p l oyee s . This report is in
re s ponse to indicators showing that 26
percent of Toron to Pu blic Libra ry
em p l oyees are el i gi ble for reti rem en t
and a furt h er 15 percent wi ll soon be
el i gi bl e .

American Library A s s o c i a t i o n / C a n a d i a n
L i b rary Association 2003 Confere n c e
Ma ggie Gossel i n , Dep uty Ch a i r,
A LA / C LA Con feren ce Loc a l
Arra n gem ents Com m i t tee , gave a 
pre s en t a ti on on this upcoming con-
feren ce . For det a i l s , s ee page 1 in this
i s sue of Sh el f Li fe.

Lease Extension A g reement – Bayview
Neighbourhood Branch Libra r y
The Boa rd approved this libra ry ’s
lease ex ten s i on with Sel ect Properti e s
L i m i ted for a peri od of f ive ye a rs ,
f rom Febru a ry 1, 2007 to 
Ja nu a ry 31, 2 0 1 2 .


