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To ronto Public Library Board , 789 Yo n g e
S t re e t , To ro n t o, O n t a r i o, Canada M4W 2G8.
M a r keting & Communications Offic e :
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The Toronto Public Library Board meets monthly
from September through June, in Committee
Room 2 at Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen Street
We s t . Meetings are open to the public.
The Library Board includes eight citizen members
and seven City Councillors.
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Mizan Ibrahim
Councillor Joe Mihevc
Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wo n g
Mark Nightingale
Councillor Jane Pitfie l d
Councillor Kyle Rae
Marjorie Stephenson
Mitchell Weisberg 

L i b r a ry Board Highlights
January 28, 2 0 0 3

TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS AND VIEWS

Next Library Board meeting: 
Monday, February 17, 2003

See Using library easier, page 3…See Still building, page 2…

S t ra t f o rd Festival Director Richard Monette (right) drew a capacity crowd of fans 
to the To ronto Reference library for his January 17 Performing Arts Lecture Series
e n g a g e m e n t . Read more about the popular Performing Arts Series on page 3.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AG O, An d rew
Ca rn egie don a ted $350,000 to bu i l d
l i bra ries in Toron to. The mon ey bo u gh t
four bra n ch e s : York vi ll e ; the Cen tra l
Referen ce Libra ry at Co ll ege and St.
G eor ge (now own ed by U of T) ;
We s tern (later ren a m ed An n et te
S treet ) ; and Queen / L i sgar (rel oc a ted
and ren a m ed Pa rkdale in the 1960s).

Si n ce then , Toron to Pu blic Libra ry
has devel oped into the busiest libra ry
s ys tem in North Am eri c a , with 98
bra n ches and over 30 mill i on boo k s ,
DV D s , C D s , vi deo s , m a gazines and
o t h er material ch ecked out in 2002.

Now ad ays , Toron to libra ries thrive

on a com bi n a ti on of p u blic and priva te
f u n d i n g, as well as innova tive partn er-
s h i p s . Toron to’s 99th public libra ry,
c u rren t ly in devel opm ent in St. Ja m e s
Town , wi ll be part of a new mu l ti - u s e
f ac i l i ty at Sherbo u rne and Well e s l ey
S treets that wi ll del iver rec re a ti on a l ,
l i bra ry and dayc a re servi ces to the
most den s ely pop u l a ted nei gh bo u r-
h ood in Ca n ad a .

The re sult of a co ll a bora ti on
bet ween St. James Town com mu n i ty
m em bers ; the Ci ty of Toron to’s
E con omic Devel opm en t , Cu l tu re and
To u ri s m ; Com mu n i ty and

Using library
gets easier
A su i te of n ew libra ry servi ce s
m a kes finding info rm a tion a snap

Th ro u gh o ut 2003, using Toron to’s
l i bra ries wi ll grow progre s s ively easier, a s
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry (TPL) introdu ce s
a nu m ber of i n n ova ti ons to improve
access to re s o u rce s , both in the libra ry
and rem o tely via the In tern et .

“Over the past few ye a rs , we’ve pull ed
toget h er Toron to’s seven pre - a m a l ga m a-
ti on libra ry sys tems into a powerf u l
re s o u rce," says TPL Di rector of
In form a ti on Tech n o l ogy Ron Dyck . " Th i s
year we are focussing our en er gies on
making the libra ry ’s re s o u rces incre a s-
i n gly more acce s s i bl e .”

Re s erve a Com p uter, a new Web - b a s ed
s ys tem for re s erving free com p uter time at
a ny of the 98 bra n ches ac ross the city, wi ll
a ll ow patrons to book com p uter work s t a-
ti on sessions from hom e , work , or any-
wh ere they have access to the In tern et .

“ Us ers wi ll be able to make su re a
work s t a ti on is ava i l a ble before going to
the libra ry, find out wh i ch bra n ches have
ava i l a ble work s t a ti on s , book a session and
k n ow that their time is guara n teed wh en
t h ey arrive at the libra ry,” s ays Dyck .
“Th ey wi ll also be able to re s erve session s
in adva n ce from any libra ry bra n ch .”

All in One Se a rch wi ll be ava i l a ble this
s pri n g, en a bling libra ry patrons to search
for inform a ti on simu l t a n eo u s ly in the
l i bra ry ’s catalog u e ,d a t a b a s e s , com m er-
cial Web servi ces and libra ry - s el ected
web s i te s . The servi ce , ava i l a ble both in
the libra ry and rem o tely via the libra ry ’s
web s i te , wi ll also el i m i n a te the need to

One hundred years and still building
To ro n to’s most popu l ous co m mu n i ty looks fo rwa rd to new faci l i ty

Calendar of Events
Fe b r u a r y / M a rch 2003

M o n d a y, February 17, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Pianist Anton Kuerti
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

Tu e s d a y, February 18, 7:30 p. m .
Author Series 2003
Marnie Woodrow reads from
Spelling Mississippi
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

T h u rs d a y, February 27, 7 p. m .
February is Black History Month
Anansi Tales with Donald Carr
Richview Branch,
1806 Islington Avenue

F r i d a y, February 28, 7 p. m .
Freedom to Read Week,
February 23-March 1
Coming to Canada:
Freedom to Write and Remember
Join the authors of Passages: 
Welcome Home to Canada in readings
on freedom,home and identity:
Michelle Berry, Nino Ricci,
Dany Laferrière,Shyma Selvadurai.
With stories of exile by Reza Baraheni
and Metin Ciyayi. Admission: $10;
Students and Seniors:$7.
Tickets at the door. All proceeds 
support PEN Canada.
Atrium, Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

M o n d a y, M a rch 3, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Arts writer and broadcaster
Paula Citron
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

Tu e s d a y, M a rch 18, 7:30 p. m .
Author Series 2003
Robert J. Sawyer reads from Humans
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

F r i d a y, M a rch 21, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Flutist, composer and conductor
Robert Aitken
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

O p e rating budget update
The Board reviewed the updated 2003
Operating Budget, presented to the City’s
Budget Advisory Committee on January
24, 2003, which included information on
how to meet the City proposed budget of
$121.5 million.Final decisions on the
Library budget are expected to be made
at the end of February.

B a r r i e r- F ree A c c e s s
An information report to the Board on
Barrier-Free Access to library facilities
indicates that 95 of the library’s 101
buildings are in compliance with the

Ontario Building Code barrier-free design
requirements.

Communications policy
The Board approved a communications
policy, which standardizes approaches to
communications, marketing and public
relations across the Library.

Custodial services
A report on the custodial services in the
West Region Branches of the Library was
received by the Board. The report identi-
fied several key improvements in contract
management to enhance compliance with
the cleaning contract,including: conduct-
ing a staff survey, monthly inspections by
the service provider’s supervisory staff,
and informing staff on the expected
duties of the cleaning contractor.

L i b rary Board 
The Toronto Public Library Board
reviewed administrative reports about its
own composition, remuneration and
meeting location. The Board recom-
mended a 13 member Library Board
consisting of eight citizen and five
council representatives in 2004. It also
recommended a remuneration plan that
will continue to see citizen appointees 
of the Library Board reimbursed for
expenses. The Boa rd approved a moti on
to con ti nu e meeting at City Hall for the
duration of 2003.

B o a rd Chair acclaimed
Gillian Mason was acclaimed Chair of the
Toronto Public Library Board for a third
one-year term; Bill Booth was acclaimed
Vice Chair for a one-year term.

Design-A-Bookmark Contest winner, N a n , aged 13. See story page 2.
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Nei gh bo u rh ood Servi ce s ; and the
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry, the new fac i l i ty
wi ll serve a divers e , mu l ti c u l tu ral com-
mu n i ty that inclu des many newcom ers
to Ca n ada and many families wi t h
young ch i l d ren .

“This is an exc i ting time for St. Ja m e s
Town and for the Toron to Pu blic Libra ry,”
s ays Libra ry Boa rd Chair Gillian Ma s on .
“The libra ry ’s three - year stra tegic plan
prom i s ed to make each of our bra n ches a
corn ers tone of its com mu n i ty and to see k

re - type a libra ry card nu m ber each time a
n ew database is acce s s ed .L i bra ry users
with no card wi ll sti ll be able to acce s s
m a ny libra ry re s o u rces by logging on as
g u e s t s .

The Vi rtual Referen ce De s k , ava i l a bl e
s i n ce the fall of 2 0 0 2 , a ll ows patrons to
chat with libra ry staff online to get hel p
n avi ga ting the libra ry ’s many and divers e
s o u rces of i n form a ti on .

A new mu l ti p u rpose libra ry card , ava i l-
a ble on a no-waste basis beginning this
Febru a ry, wi ll en a ble patrons to ch eck out

THE BAYV I EW BRA N C H of Toron to
Pu blic Libra ry reopen ed Ja nu a ry 21 after a
s i x - m onth cl o su re for ren ova ti on and rel o-
c a ti on . With a larger area devo ted to co l-
l ecti ons and circ u l a ti on activi ti e s , the ad d i-
ti on of a larger re ading lounge and story-
telling area and an en tra n ce of f S h epp a rd
Avenu e , the newly ren ova ted and rel oc a ted
bra n ch wi ll bet ter meet the needs of a n
expanding com mu n i ty.

“Conven i en t ly loc a ted along the new
S h epp a rd su bw ay line, this alre ady bu s y
l i bra ry is bound to see a su b s t a n ti a l
i n c rease in use,” s ays Ci ty Libra ri a n
Jo s ephine Brya n t . “To meet this dem a n d ,
the new libra ry wi ll now provi de even i n g
s ervi ce until 8:30 p. m . on Tu e s d ays and
Wed n e s d ays .”

Loc a ted at 2901 Bay vi ew Avenu e ,
Bay vi ew Bra n ch is open on Tu e s d ay and
Wed n e s d ay from 12:30 to 8:30 p. m . ,
Thu rs d ay and Fri d ay from 9:30 a.m. to
5:30 p. m . , and Sa tu rd ay 9 a.m. to 5 p. m .

Popular Performing Arts Series 
continues in 2003
V I S I TS  BY THEATRE SET AN D COSTUME DESIGNER As trid Ja n s en and
S tra tford Fe s tival Di rector Ri ch a rd Mon et te , on Ja nu a ry 17 and Febru a ry 5 re s pectively,
d rew hu n d reds of e a ger parti c i p a n t s , as the Performing Arts Lectu re Series con ti nues at
Toron to Referen ce Libra ry in 2003. Ch eck the Ca l endar of Events on page 4 for infor-
m a ti on on upcoming Series events fe a tu ring classical pianist An ton Ku erti and art s
wri ter and broadc a s ter Paula Ci tron . The Series is gen ero u s ly su pported by Starbucks.

In brief
Best Canadian
books for kids
Sel ected by the
Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry ch i l d ren’s
s t a f f , 100 Be s t
Canadian Book s
for Children and
Te en s is a ga tew ay
t h ro u gh wh i ch to
en ter the divers e
and exc i ti n g
world of

Ca n adian ch i l d ren’s litera tu re . “Th e
titles in the boo k l et are just a sampling
of the ri ch re s o u rces ava i l a ble thro u gh
your local libra ry bra n ch ,” s ays Libra ry
Ch i l d ren’s and Yo uth Advoc a te Su l e k h a
Sa t h i . “O n ce yo u’ve had a ch a n ce to
ch eck out some of the books on the list,
d rop into your local bra n ch ; our ch i l-
d ren’s servi ce specialists would love to
m eet with you and your ch i l d ren to
h elp you con ti nue your litera ry jour-
n ey.” The boo k l et is ava i l a ble in all 98
l i bra ry bra n ches and on l i n e :

www.tpl.toronto.on.ca
click on Kids’ Space.

Coming soon: Much Reading
— a special booklist just for teen s .
Wa tch Shel f L i fe for more inform a ti on ,
or ch eck the web s i te :
w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a.

L i b rary to promote City Welcome Po l i c y
The Ci ty of Toron to’s Wel come Po l i c y,
de s i gn ed to en su re that everyone in
Toron to has access to city rec re a ti on
progra m s , is being prom o ted by staff a t
l i bra ries ac ross the city. The po l i c y
a ll ows people who are having financial
d i f f i c u l ties or are on financial assistance
to parti c i p a te in city programs wi t h o ut
p aying fee s . Be s i des prom o ting the pro-
gra m , Toron to Pu blic Libra ry wi ll assist
el i gi ble libra ry custom ers by filing let-
ters con f i rming their financial need .
App l i c a ti on forms are ava i l a ble thro u gh
l ocal com mu n i ty or civic cen tre s . F i n d
o ut more at the Ci ty of Toron to Pa rk s
and Rec re a ti on web s i te :
w w w. toron to. c a / p a rk s .

m a teri a l s ,p u rchase ph o tocopies and pay
fines and fee s , a ll using the same card .

F i n a lly, a new Web app l i c a ti on wi ll pro-
vi de en h a n ced access to the libra ry ’s Web
c a t a l ogue to anyone vi s i ting the web s i te
f rom out s i de the libra ry, rega rdless of t h e
type of brows er they are using.

“ E ach of these new servi ces is de s i gn ed
to make using Toron to Pu blic Libra ry a
m ore en j oya bl e ,m ore ef fective ex peri-
en ce ,” s ays Ci ty Libra rian Jo s eph i n e
Brya n t . “We con ti nue to look for ways to
i m prove access to libra ry re s o u rces for all
our users in Toron to and beyon d .”

To find out more abo ut TPL co ll ecti on s ,
s ervi ces and progra m s , visit the libra ry ’s
web s i te w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a.

Using library easier
continued from page 1…

New Bayview
b ranch now open

THOUSANDS OF CHILDREN and
‘t ween s’ en tered the 2002 Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry De s i gn - A- Boo k m a rk Con te s t , gen-
ero u s ly su pported by Lauren ti en . Twelve
wi n n ers in three age groups wi ll get thei r
boo k m a rks pri n ted and distri buted in
Toron to’s 98 libra ri e s . To see the wi n n i n g
boo k m a rk s , ch eck your local bra n ch at the

Still building
Continued from page 1…

end of Febru a ry, or visit the libra ry web s i te :
www.tpl.toronto.on.ca 
click on Kids’ Space.
Thanks to Bookmark Contest 

sponsor, Laurentien.

Design-A-Bookmark Contest winner, M e a g a n , aged 6.

C o n g ratulations bookmark contest winners

A c t o r / D i rector Albert Schultz visited Starbucks, g e n e rous sponsors of the
Performing Arts Lecture Series, at their Britnell’s location, b e f o re his appear-
ance at To ronto Reference Library on December 4, 2 0 0 2 .P i c t u red (l-r)
L i b rary Director Linda Macke n z i e, S c h u l t z , Starbucks Marketing Specialist
Toni Mattucci and Starbucks Director of Marketing Karin Ko o n i n g s.

i n n ova tive partn ers h i p s
with other city dep a rt-
m en t s . The St. Ja m e s
Town proj ect has given
us the opportu n i ty to
m a ke our plans and
vi s i ons a re a l i ty.”

The vi s i on for the St.
James Town Bra n ch
grew from ex ten s ive
com mu n i ty con su l t a-
ti on ,i n cluding 
m eeti n gs with yo ut h ,
s en i ors and paren t s .
The com mu n i ty asked
for lots of s tu dy space ,
ex tra job search mate-
ri a l s and a large , com-
fort a ble ch i l d ren’s are a .

The 7,500 square foot 
l i b rary will include:
• A large children’s area with a 

parenting collection
• A separate teen zone
• Multicultural collections of books,

periodicals and newspapers
• A French collection for children
• Adult Literacy and English as a Second

Language materials 
• 12 computers with free Internet access

and four Kids’ Space computers
• Materials reflecting the community’s

needs for employment and career
information.

Get involved
Opportu n i ties for input into the 
proj ect wi ll con ti nue as plans for the
n ew fac i l i ty progre s s . As well as furt h er
p u blic con su l t a ti on s , m em bers of t h e
p u blic can con tri bute in wri ting or
online at w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a .

To find out abo ut opportu n i ties to
su pport Toron to Pu blic Libra ry,
con t act the Devel opm ent Office at 
416-393-7123 or log on to :
w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a .

The new St. James Town facility, which is expected to open in
2 0 0 4 , will be the result of a collaboration between St. Ja m e s
Town community members ; the City of To ro n t o ’s Economic
D e v e l o p m e n t , C u l t u re and To u r i s m ; Community and
Neighbourhood Services; and the To ronto Public Libra r y.

Library Board Chair Gillian Mason and
Councillors Pam McConnell and Kyle Rae
help kick off construction of the new library
and community centre in St. James Town at
a groundbreaking ceremony on January 15.
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i n n ova tive partn ers h i p s
with other city dep a rt-
m en t s . The St. Ja m e s
Town proj ect has given
us the opportu n i ty to
m a ke our plans and
vi s i ons a re a l i ty.”

The vi s i on for the St.
James Town Bra n ch
grew from ex ten s ive
com mu n i ty con su l t a-
ti on ,i n cluding 
m eeti n gs with yo ut h ,
s en i ors and paren t s .
The com mu n i ty asked
for lots of s tu dy space ,
ex tra job search mate-
ri a l s and a large , com-
fort a ble ch i l d ren’s are a .

The 7,500 square foot 
l i b rary will include:
• A large children’s area with a 

parenting collection
• A separate teen zone
• Multicultural collections of books,

periodicals and newspapers
• A French collection for children
• Adult Literacy and English as a Second

Language materials 
• 12 computers with free Internet access

and four Kids’ Space computers
• Materials reflecting the community’s

needs for employment and career
information.

Get involved
Opportu n i ties for input into the 
proj ect wi ll con ti nue as plans for the
n ew fac i l i ty progre s s . As well as furt h er
p u blic con su l t a ti on s , m em bers of t h e
p u blic can con tri bute in wri ting or
online at w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a .

To find out abo ut opportu n i ties to
su pport Toron to Pu blic Libra ry,
con t act the Devel opm ent Office at 
416-393-7123 or log on to :
w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a .

The new St. James Town facility, which is expected to open in
2 0 0 4 , will be the result of a collaboration between St. Ja m e s
Town community members ; the City of To ro n t o ’s Economic
D e v e l o p m e n t , C u l t u re and To u r i s m ; Community and
Neighbourhood Services; and the To ronto Public Libra r y.

Library Board Chair Gillian Mason and
Councillors Pam McConnell and Kyle Rae
help kick off construction of the new library
and community centre in St. James Town at
a groundbreaking ceremony on January 15.
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Shelf Life is published 10 times a year by the
To ronto Public Library Board , 789 Yo n g e
S t re e t , To ro n t o, O n t a r i o, Canada M4W 2G8.
M a r keting & Communications Offic e :
4 1 6 - 3 9 3 - 7 1 1 7 .
The Toronto Public Library Board meets monthly
from September through June, in Committee
Room 2 at Toronto City Hall, 100 Queen Street
We s t . Meetings are open to the public.
The Library Board includes eight citizen members
and seven City Councillors.
B o a rd Members
Gillian Mason, C h a i r
William Booth, Vi c e - C h a i r
Councillor Maria A u g i m e r i
Meyer Brownstone
Councillor Olivia Chow
Councillor Mike Fe l d m a n
Rick Goldsmith
Mizan Ibrahim
Councillor Joe Mihevc
Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wo n g
Mark Nightingale
Councillor Jane Pitfie l d
Councillor Kyle Rae
Marjorie Stephenson
Mitchell Weisberg 

L i b r a ry Board Highlights
January 28, 2 0 0 3

TORONTO PUBLIC LIBRARY NEWS AND VIEWS

Next Library Board meeting: 
Monday, February 17, 2003

See Using library easier, page 3…See Still building, page 2…

S t ra t f o rd Festival Director Richard Monette (right) drew a capacity crowd of fans 
to the To ronto Reference library for his January 17 Performing Arts Lecture Series
e n g a g e m e n t . Read more about the popular Performing Arts Series on page 3.

ONE HUNDRED YEARS AG O, An d rew
Ca rn egie don a ted $350,000 to bu i l d
l i bra ries in Toron to. The mon ey bo u gh t
four bra n ch e s : York vi ll e ; the Cen tra l
Referen ce Libra ry at Co ll ege and St.
G eor ge (now own ed by U of T) ;
We s tern (later ren a m ed An n et te
S treet ) ; and Queen / L i sgar (rel oc a ted
and ren a m ed Pa rkdale in the 1960s).

Si n ce then , Toron to Pu blic Libra ry
has devel oped into the busiest libra ry
s ys tem in North Am eri c a , with 98
bra n ches and over 30 mill i on boo k s ,
DV D s , C D s , vi deo s , m a gazines and
o t h er material ch ecked out in 2002.

Now ad ays , Toron to libra ries thrive

on a com bi n a ti on of p u blic and priva te
f u n d i n g, as well as innova tive partn er-
s h i p s . Toron to’s 99th public libra ry,
c u rren t ly in devel opm ent in St. Ja m e s
Town , wi ll be part of a new mu l ti - u s e
f ac i l i ty at Sherbo u rne and Well e s l ey
S treets that wi ll del iver rec re a ti on a l ,
l i bra ry and dayc a re servi ces to the
most den s ely pop u l a ted nei gh bo u r-
h ood in Ca n ad a .

The re sult of a co ll a bora ti on
bet ween St. James Town com mu n i ty
m em bers ; the Ci ty of Toron to’s
E con omic Devel opm en t , Cu l tu re and
To u ri s m ; Com mu n i ty and

Using library
gets easier
A su i te of n ew libra ry servi ce s
m a kes finding info rm a tion a snap

Th ro u gh o ut 2003, using Toron to’s
l i bra ries wi ll grow progre s s ively easier, a s
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry (TPL) introdu ce s
a nu m ber of i n n ova ti ons to improve
access to re s o u rce s , both in the libra ry
and rem o tely via the In tern et .

“Over the past few ye a rs , we’ve pull ed
toget h er Toron to’s seven pre - a m a l ga m a-
ti on libra ry sys tems into a powerf u l
re s o u rce," says TPL Di rector of
In form a ti on Tech n o l ogy Ron Dyck . " Th i s
year we are focussing our en er gies on
making the libra ry ’s re s o u rces incre a s-
i n gly more acce s s i bl e .”

Re s erve a Com p uter, a new Web - b a s ed
s ys tem for re s erving free com p uter time at
a ny of the 98 bra n ches ac ross the city, wi ll
a ll ow patrons to book com p uter work s t a-
ti on sessions from hom e , work , or any-
wh ere they have access to the In tern et .

“ Us ers wi ll be able to make su re a
work s t a ti on is ava i l a ble before going to
the libra ry, find out wh i ch bra n ches have
ava i l a ble work s t a ti on s , book a session and
k n ow that their time is guara n teed wh en
t h ey arrive at the libra ry,” s ays Dyck .
“Th ey wi ll also be able to re s erve session s
in adva n ce from any libra ry bra n ch .”

All in One Se a rch wi ll be ava i l a ble this
s pri n g, en a bling libra ry patrons to search
for inform a ti on simu l t a n eo u s ly in the
l i bra ry ’s catalog u e ,d a t a b a s e s , com m er-
cial Web servi ces and libra ry - s el ected
web s i te s . The servi ce , ava i l a ble both in
the libra ry and rem o tely via the libra ry ’s
web s i te , wi ll also el i m i n a te the need to

One hundred years and still building
To ro n to’s most popu l ous co m mu n i ty looks fo rwa rd to new faci l i ty

Calendar of Events
Fe b r u a r y / M a rch 2003

M o n d a y, February 17, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Pianist Anton Kuerti
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

Tu e s d a y, February 18, 7:30 p. m .
Author Series 2003
Marnie Woodrow reads from
Spelling Mississippi
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

T h u rs d a y, February 27, 7 p. m .
February is Black History Month
Anansi Tales with Donald Carr
Richview Branch,
1806 Islington Avenue

F r i d a y, February 28, 7 p. m .
Freedom to Read Week,
February 23-March 1
Coming to Canada:
Freedom to Write and Remember
Join the authors of Passages: 
Welcome Home to Canada in readings
on freedom,home and identity:
Michelle Berry, Nino Ricci,
Dany Laferrière,Shyma Selvadurai.
With stories of exile by Reza Baraheni
and Metin Ciyayi. Admission: $10;
Students and Seniors:$7.
Tickets at the door. All proceeds 
support PEN Canada.
Atrium, Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

M o n d a y, M a rch 3, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Arts writer and broadcaster
Paula Citron
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

Tu e s d a y, M a rch 18, 7:30 p. m .
Author Series 2003
Robert J. Sawyer reads from Humans
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

F r i d a y, M a rch 21, 6 p. m .
Performing Arts Lecture Series
Flutist, composer and conductor
Robert Aitken
Beeton Auditorium,
Toronto Reference Library,
789 Yonge Street

O p e rating budget update
The Board reviewed the updated 2003
Operating Budget, presented to the City’s
Budget Advisory Committee on January
24, 2003, which included information on
how to meet the City proposed budget of
$121.5 million.Final decisions on the
Library budget are expected to be made
at the end of February.

B a r r i e r- F ree A c c e s s
An information report to the Board on
Barrier-Free Access to library facilities
indicates that 95 of the library’s 101
buildings are in compliance with the

Ontario Building Code barrier-free design
requirements.

Communications policy
The Board approved a communications
policy, which standardizes approaches to
communications, marketing and public
relations across the Library.

Custodial services
A report on the custodial services in the
West Region Branches of the Library was
received by the Board. The report identi-
fied several key improvements in contract
management to enhance compliance with
the cleaning contract,including: conduct-
ing a staff survey, monthly inspections by
the service provider’s supervisory staff,
and informing staff on the expected
duties of the cleaning contractor.

L i b rary Board 
The Toronto Public Library Board
reviewed administrative reports about its
own composition, remuneration and
meeting location. The Board recom-
mended a 13 member Library Board
consisting of eight citizen and five
council representatives in 2004. It also
recommended a remuneration plan that
will continue to see citizen appointees 
of the Library Board reimbursed for
expenses. The Boa rd approved a moti on
to con ti nu e meeting at City Hall for the
duration of 2003.

B o a rd Chair acclaimed
Gillian Mason was acclaimed Chair of the
Toronto Public Library Board for a third
one-year term; Bill Booth was acclaimed
Vice Chair for a one-year term.

Design-A-Bookmark Contest winner, N a n , aged 13. See story page 2.


