
 
 

 
 
MINUTES Page 1 
 
Special Meeting of the Toronto Public Library Board 
Meeting No. 3: Monday, April 27, 2020, from 6:03 p.m. to 6:20 p.m. 
Via Webex and Teleconference 
 
 
Members Present: 
Ms. Sue Graham-Nutter (Chair) 
Mr. Jonathan Hoss (Vice Chair) 
Councillor Paul Ainslie 
Mr. Sarwar Choudhury 
Mr. Fenton Jagdeo 
Ms. Jennifer Liu 
Ms. Alison Menary 
Councillor Gord Perks 
Ms. Andrea Geddes Poole 
Mr. Alim Remtulla 
 
Regrets: 
None 
 
20-050 Call to Order 
 Sue Graham-Nutter, Chair, called the meeting to order at 6:03 pm. 
 
 Ms. Graham-Nutter gratefully acknowledged that while the meeting is taking 

place via tele/video conference, it is important to acknowledge that the land 
is Indigenous. She indicated this is the traditional territory of the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy (also known as the Six Nations Confederacy), 
the Wendat, and the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. Toronto Public 
Library gratefully acknowledges these Indigenous nations for their 
guardianship of this land. Ms. Graham-Nutter reminded and reaffirmed as 
Torontonians and Canadians, accountability to these Indigenous nations, 
and to all Indigenous peoples and communities living in Toronto.  

 
 Ms. Graham-Nutter further indicated that this land is also part of the Dish 

with One Spoon territory, that includes a treaty between the 
Haudenosaunee Confederacy, the Anishinaabek and allied nations, to 
peaceably share and care for this land, its waters, and all of the biodiversity 
in the Great Lakes region. All those who come to live and work here are 
responsible for honouring this treaty in the spirit of peace, friendship, and 
respect. 

4. 
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 Ms. Graham-Nutter welcomed all participants to the Toronto Public Library 

Board tele/video conference meeting. She indicated that the Board is unable 
to hold an in-person public meeting at this time because of the prohibition 
on gatherings and because the locations where meetings are held are 
currently closed to the public related to the COVID-19 pandemic. Under 
Section 8(c) of the Toronto Public Library Procedural By-Law, Ms. Graham-
Nutter has approved changes to the meeting location as required. She also 
indicated that for the sake of the tele/video conference meeting, recorded 
votes are required. 

 
 
20-051 Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 
 There were no Declarations of Conflicts of Interest by members of the Library 

Board. 
 
 
20-052 Approval of Agenda 
 Moved by S. Choudhury, seconded by Councillor Ainslie: 
 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. approves the agenda for the April 27, 2020 Special Meeting. 
 
 Recorded Vote Required: 

Yes – 10 
Councillor Paul Ainslie, Sarwar Choudhury, Andrea 
Geddes Poole, Sue Graham-Nutter, Jonathan Hoss, 
Fenton Jagdeo, Jennifer Liu, Alison Menary, Councillor 
Gord Perks and Alim Remtulla. 

No – 0 

 Carried 
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20-053 Notice of Motion – Procedural Changes related to COVID-19 
 Vickery Bowles, City Librarian, reviewed highlights of the report for the 

Board to permit the Board to proceed with a public meeting with Board 
Members participating by tele/video conference, ensuring that members of 
the public can participate in the meeting, including permitting the Board to 
hear public presentations and to allow members of the public to call into the 
meeting and watch and/or listen to the proceedings live through the use of 
live tele/video conferencing technology. 

 In response to a question requesting clarification relating to public 
participation in Board meetings, Ms. Bowles advised that in advance of the 
meeting, staff investigated the ways in which the public can participate 
during Toronto Public Library Board tele/video conference meetings. 
Discussions with the City Clerk’s Office and City Legal confirmed that public 
participation in the Board tele/video conference meeting remains the same 
as in in-person meetings under the Board’s Procedural By-law in that 
following a presentation from a member of the public, presenters do not 
have the right to ask questions of staff or the Board. This aligns with the way 
in which City Council and City Committee meetings are conducted on a 
regular basis and during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

 Moved by J. Hoss, seconded by A. Remtulla: 
 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. Permits, at this Special Public Board Meeting of April 27, 2020: 
a) Board Members to participate in the Board meeting by tele/video 

conference; 
b) Board Members to be deemed present for the purpose of quorum 

in accordance with Section 12 of the Toronto Public Library 
Procedural By-Law (Procedural By-Law) when participating by 
tele/video conference; and 

c) Board Members who are participating by tele/video conference to 
vote at this meeting. 

2. Ensure this Special Public Board Meeting of April 27, 2020 remains open 
to the public through the use of live tele/video conferencing technology; 

3. Any deputations are to be heard in accordance with Section 29 – Public 
Presentations of the Procedural Bylaw by way of tele/video conferencing 
technology;  
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 Notice of Motion – Procedural Changes related to COVID-19 – continued  

4. That in accordance with Section 27 of the Procedural By-Law, votes are 
recorded; and 

5. The waiving, pursuant to Section 24(m) (i-ii) of the Procedural By-Law, of 
any rules of procedure necessary to proceed in accordance with items 1, 
2, 3 and 4 of this motion. 

 
 Recorded Vote Required: 

Yes – 10 
Councillor Paul Ainslie, Sarwar Choudhury, Andrea 
Geddes Poole, Sue Graham-Nutter, Jonathan Hoss, 
Fenton Jagdeo, Jennifer Liu, Alison Menary, Councillor 
Gord Perks and Alim Remtulla. 

No – 0 

 Carried 
 
 
20-054 Toronto Public Library Board Procedural By-law – Notice of Amendments 
 Vickery Bowles reviewed highlights of the report for the Board. 
 
 Moved by J. Hoss, seconded by Councillor Ainslie: 
 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. receives the Notice of Amendment to amend the Toronto Public Library 
Procedural By-law as required in Section 33 of the By-law Procedural By-
law revisions (Attachment 2) to come into effect at the April 27, 2020 
regular Board meeting. 

 
 Recorded Vote Required: 

Yes – 10 
Councillor Paul Ainslie, Sarwar Choudhury, Andrea 
Geddes Poole, Sue Graham-Nutter, Jonathan Hoss, 
Fenton Jagdeo, Jennifer Liu, Alison Menary, Councillor 
Gord Perks and Alim Remtulla. 

No – 0 

 Carried 
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20-055 Adjournment 
 Moved by A. Menary, seconded by A. Remtulla: 
 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 
 1. adjourns the April 27, 2020 Toronto Public Library Board Special meeting. 
 
 Recorded Vote Required: 

Yes – 10 
Councillor Paul Ainslie, Sarwar Choudhury, Andrea 
Geddes Poole, Sue Graham-Nutter, Jonathan Hoss, 
Fenton Jagdeo, Jennifer Liu, Alison Menary, Councillor 
Gord Perks and Alim Remtulla. 

No – 0 

 Carried 
 
 
The meeting ended at 6:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 Signed:   


