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Please see Partners over… Please see Asian Heritage over… 

S PEAKING AT THE LAU N C H of
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry (TPL) As i a n
Heri t a ge Month cel ebra ti on s , aw a rd -
winning aut h or Ways on Ch oy began his talk
by explaining to the audien ce that he was
going to tell a ghost story. What he en ded up
telling was an en ga ging and passion a te story
a bo ut the ghosts from his cultu ral past – the
restless ghosts of his ance s tral litera tu re and
c u l tu re that had no place to keep their past
s a fe because Ca n adian Asians in the 1950s
and 60s didn’t feel wel come at publ i c
l i bra ri e s . Ch oy went on to say how gl ad he
was to be a part of a libra ry event that
cel ebra ted Asian cultu re — and to see his
books on the shelves of Toron to libra ries —
because he felt like he was helping to bre a k
down barri ers and give the ghosts of h i s
c u l tu ral heri t a ge a place to re s t .

May is Asian Heri t a ge Month in Ca n ad a ,
and TPL is partn ering with the Ca n ad i a n
Mu l ti c u l tu ral Council – Asians in Ontari o
in pre s en ting a series of

programs de s i gn ed to
cel ebra te the ri ch 
c u l tu ral heri t a ge of
Ca n adians of both East
and So uth Asian 
de s cen t .

The cel ebra ti on s
were launch ed with a
l i tera ry ex trava ga n z a
fe a tu ring Sen a tor
Vivi enne Poy and a
bevy of t a l en ted
a ut h ors ,d a n cers and
musicians on April 30
at North York Cen tra l
L i bra ry. M . G . Va s s a n j i ,
Joy Kogaw a , Ol ive
Sen i or and Lien Ch a o,
ed i tor of Stri ke the Wok :
An An t h ol o gy of
Co n tem po ra ry Chinese
Canadian Fi cti o n, were
on hand to wel com e

a ut h ors , com mu n i ty leaders and mem bers
of the public in an evening that fe a tu red
re ad i n gs by Paul Yee , Ju dy Fong Ba tes and
Ways on Ch oy, as well as mu s i c a l
en tert a i n m ent by Ju n o - n om i n a ted sarod
p l ayer Ra n dev Pa n d i t .

“What everybody invo lved in the even t
s eem ed to share ,” according to Ci ty
L i bra rian Jo s ephine Brya n t , “was an
en ormous pri de in the con tri buti on s
Asians are making to Ca n adian cultu re
and com mu n i ti e s . Th ere was also an
em phasis on the import a n ce of telling and
s h a ring stories for pers on a l , com mu n i ty
and cultu ral rel a ti onship bu i l d i n g, bo t h
within the Asian com mu n i ty and amon g
the many cultu res in Ca n ad a .”

Ot h er themes that em er ged were the
i m portant role the libra ry plays in
pre s erving and dissem i n a ting stories and
the incred i ble wealth of t a l ent in Toron to.

“The speakers were all so enthusiastic

Senator Vivienne Poy and a bevy of talented authors,
d a n c e rs and musicians kicked off a month of celebra t i o n s
on April 30 at North York Centra l .

C e l e b rating Asian heritage
Li tera ry extrava ganza launches a month 
of s pe cial pro gra m m i n g

L i b rary partners
with city 
d e p a r t m e n t s
TO RO N TO PUBLIC LIBRA RY (TPL)
s t a f f ac ross the city pitch ed in to hel p
with Toron to’s 20-minute makeover on
April 23. Pu blic servi ce staff i n
dep a rtm ents all over Toron to took 20
m i nutes of f f rom their usual work to
h elp pick up ga rb a ge out s i de thei r
work p l ace s .

“We fill ed two large ga rb a ge bags full
of u rban flotsam and jetsam — ciga ret te
but t s , bro ken po t tery, g u m , te a b a gs ,
cof fee cups and more ,” s ays Sa n ders on
Assistant Bra n ch He ad Eniko
Reh bel i-S z a bo. “ P lus a lost libra ry vi deo ! ”

Other staff members reported finding
clothing and some even found money. “I
came across something that was smal l
and glinting in the sun,” says City Hall
Branch Supervisor Nancy Jessop. “A
whole dime!”

In another initiative designed to bring
public service departments together to
make Toronto a more liveable
community, TPL participated in the
Toronto Youth Police Summit on May
13, making recommendations based on
the library’s many years of experience
dealing with youth in 98 library
branches across Toronto.

Recommendations were based on
library initiatives such as:

• TPL’s new teen website, ramp,
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca/ramp, the
latest in a series of ongoing efforts to
stay connected to youth.

• Youth Advisory Groups, currently
operating out of many TPL branches,
organized to get advice and assistance
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Working together:
community library connections
The Boa rd was given an update on the
Working Toget h er proj ect ,f u n ded by
Human Re s o u rces and Sk i ll s
Devel opm ent Ca n ad a . The three - ye a r
proj ect invo lving public libra ries in
Toron to, Va n co uver, Regina and Ha l i f a x ,
wi ll test models for working wi t h
m a r gi n a l i zed or econ om i c a lly
d i s adva n t a ged com mu n i ti e s . In Toron to,
the proj ect wi ll focus on the Flem i n gdon
Pa rk and Th orn cl i f fe com mu n i ti e s .

Calendar of Events

M a y / June 2004

May 8-July 3
K a b u k i
Part 1: The A c t o rs
A two-part exhibition of 18th and 19th
century Japanese woodblock prints.
TD Gallery, Toronto Reference Library
789 Yonge Street

July 17-Sept.12
K a b u k i
Part 2: The Pe r f o r m a n c e
TD Gallery
Toronto Reference Library
789 Yonge Street

Tu e s d a y, June 15, 7:30 p. m .
Author Series 04: John Bemro s e
Giller Prize nominee, editor, poet and
playwright John Bemrose reads from
his first novel The Island Walkers.
Beeton Auditorium, Toronto Reference
Library, 789 Yonge Street

Tu e s d a y, June 22, 7:30 p. m .
Author Series 04: Peter Unwin
Reading from his latest, The Wolf ’s
Head: Writing Lake Superior, an 
interpretive History of the North.
Beeton Auditorium, Toronto Reference
Library, 789 Yonge Street

Shelf Life is published 10 times a year by the To ronto Public Library Board , 789 Yonge Stre e t ,

To ro n t o, O n t a r i o, Canada M4W 2G8. M a r keting & Communications Office: 4 1 6 - 3 9 3 - 7 1 1 7 . Th e

Toronto Public Library Board meets monthly from September through June. Meetings are open to the public.

The Library Board includes eight citizen members and five City Councillors.

Next Board meeting:
Monday, June 14, 2004

about exploring their Asian heritage,”
says Bryant.

Find out more abo ut Asian Heri t a ge
Month on the Ca n adian Mu l ti c u l tu ra l
Council – Asians in Ontario web s i te ,
w w w. c m c a s i a n s . com
For more inform a ti on on Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry progra m s , co ll ecti ons and 
s ervi ce s , ch eck the libra ry web s i te
w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a .

Asian Heritage

C o n t i n u e d …

Pa r t n e rs

C o n t i n u e d …

Fast Fa c t s :
Asian Collections & Services
B o o k s, m a g a z i n e s, videos CDs and DVDs
in Chinese, H i n d i , Ta m i l , U r d u ,G u j u r a t i ,
Ja p a n e s e, Ko r e a n , Pa n j a b i ,B e n g a l i ,
Vi e t n a m e s e,Ta g a l o g …
Top three circulating language collections
in 2003:
1 . Chinese – 2.23 million 
2 . Hindi – 354,897
3 . Tamil – 310,400
C h i l d r e n ’s stories over the phone in
Cantonese and Mandarin (and English,
Fr e n c h ,I t a l i a n , Spanish and Po r t u g u e s e )
through Dial-a-Story 416-395-5400.
For more, click on Multicultural
Connections on the library website,
w w w. t p l . t o ro n t o. o n . c a

from Toronto teens in developing
library collections and in organizing
events and teen spaces in libraries.

According to TPL Children and Youth
Advocate Ken Setterington, “The library
partners with local community
organizations, including the Toronto
Police, to better serve all segments of the
community. The police often drop into
branches just to chat with staff and
members of the public. This serves to
increase the community’s feeling of
safety and gives local officers a chance
to get to know neighbourhood youth.”

The Youth Police Summit was
organized to bring youth, community
services and Toronto Police Services
together to talk about issues
surrounding police and youth relations.

O p e rating budget adopted
The Boa rd adopted the 2004
opera ting bu d get at $129.3 mill i on
n et . The 6.2 percent increase over
2003 wi ll all ow the libra ry to ad d re s s
co ll ecti on needs rel a ted to incre a s ed
dem a n d ,u pgrade inform a ti on
s ys tems and assist in ach i eving the
l i bra ry ’s goa l s , obj ectives and bu d get
pri ori ti e s .

Capital budget adopted
The Boa rd adopted the 2004 capital
bu d get at $10 mill i on net , a ll owi n g
for com p l eti on of con s tru cti on of a
bra n ch at St. James Town and
ren ova ti ons and recon s tru cti ons to
va rious bra n ch e s .

D-Day 60th anniversary
On June 6, the Ci ty of Toron to wi ll
com m em ora te the 60th annivers a ry of
D - D ay and the Battle of Norm a n dy
with a tel ec a s t , s h own in Toron to Ci ty
Ha ll ro tu n d a , of a live tel evi s ed
cerem ony from the be ach at
Norm a n dy, a t ten ded by heads of
s t a te s , Ca n ad a’s Lt. G ov and the
Q u een .

Toron to Pu blic Libra ry wi ll join in
this cel ebra ti on with a series of
booklists and displays . Booklists wi ll
fe a tu re popular ficti on from 1944,
n on - f i cti on from the 1940s and
con tem pora ry books abo ut the war.
Toron to Referen ce Libra ry wi ll 
mount two ex h i bits du ring the 
m onth of Ju n e .

Wa tch the Toron to Pu blic Libra ry
web s i te w w w. tp l . toron to. on . c a for
booklists and other inform a ti on abo ut
this cel ebra ti on .


