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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 9: Monday, December 11, 2017, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Boardroom, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 

 

 

Members Present: 

Mr. Ron Carinci (Chair) 

Ms. Lindsay Colley (Vice Chair) 

Councillor Paul Ainslie 

Councillor Sarah Doucette 

Councillor Mary Fragedakis 

Ms. Sue Graham-Nutter 

Councillor Jim Hart 

Ms. Dianne LeBreton 

Mr. Strahan McCarten 

Mr. Ross Parry 

Ms. Archana Shah 

Ms. Eva Svec 

 

Regrets: 

None 

 

17-205 Call to Order 

 Ron Carinci called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

17-206 Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 
 There were no Declarations of Conflicts of Interest by members of the Library 

Board. 

 

 

17-207 Approval of Agenda 
 Moved by S. Graham-Nutter, seconded by E. Svec: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. approves the agenda as revised to add two Communications items under 

Agenda Item No. 5 and to defer Agenda Item No. 12 – Intrusion Prevention 

Solution and Related Services – Award of Contract. 

  Carried 

  

7. 
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17-208 Closed Meeting 

At 5:35 p.m., it was: 

 Moved by Councillor Hart, seconded by S. McCarten: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. conducts a Closed meeting as the subject matter being considered 

(Community and Event Space Rental Policy - Revisions) is advice that is 

subject to solicitor-client privilege, including communications necessary 

for that purpose. 

 Carried 

 

 

At 6:15 p.m. the Board resumed its meeting in public. 

 

Ron Carinci welcomed members of the public joining the meeting. 

 

Mr. Carinci gratefully acknowledged that the Toronto Public Library Board was meeting on the 

traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, the Haudenosaunee, and Mississaugas of New Credit 

First Nation and home to many diverse Indigenous peoples. 

 

Vickery Bowles, City Librarian, thanked outgoing Chair, Ron Carinci and Vice Chair, Lindsay 

Colley for their service to the Toronto Public Library Board.  They were presented with tokens 

of appreciation from the Library Board. 

 

 

17-209 Communications 

 Moved by Councillor Doucette, seconded by R. Parry: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. receives the following communications regarding Agenda Item No. 4 – 

Community and Event Space Rental Policy – Revisions for information: 

 (a) John Tory, Mayor of Toronto 

 (b) East Enders Against Racism 

 (c) Susan Benton, President and CEO, Urban Libraries Council 

 (d) Peter Bailey, Chair, Canadian Federation of Library Associations 

 (e) James L. Turk, Director, Centre for Free Expression, Ryerson 

University 

 (f) Paul Takala, Chair, Canadian Urban Libraries Council 

 (g) Stephen Abram, Executive Director, Federation of Ontario Public 

Libraries 

 (h) James LaRue, Director, American Library Association, Office for 

Intellectual Freedom 
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 Communications – continued 

 (i) Berl Nadler, Chair; Barbara Bank, Vice Chair, GTA; Noah Shack, 

Interim Vice President, GTA; The Centre for Israel and Jewish 

Affairs 

 (j) Leslie Weir, President, Ontario Library Association 

 (k) Richard Warman, Barrister and Solicitor 

 2. receives Communication (a) from Lindsay Colley, Vice Chair, Toronto 

Public Library Board dated November 27, 2017, resigning from the 

Toronto Public Library Board effective December 31, 2017, for 

information. 

 3. receives Communication (a) from Councillor Cesar Palacio, Ward 17 – 

Davenport dated December 11, 2017 regarding Agenda Item No. 13 – St. 

Clair/Silverthorn Branch – Award of Tender, Branch Closure and 

Alternative Service Plan. 

  Carried 

 

 

 

 Presentations regarding Agenda Item No. 4 – Community and Event Space Rental 

Policy – Revisions 

17-210  Bernie Farber 
 Mr. Farber spoke in favour of the revisions to the Community and Event Space 

Rental Policy. 

 

 

 

17-211  John Cartwright, President, Toronto and York Region Labour Council 
 Mr. Cartwright spoke in favour of the revisions to the Community and Event 

Space Rental Policy. 

 

 

 

17-212  Frederick Paul Fromm, C-Far Books 

  Mr. Fromm spoke against the revisions to the Community and Event Space Rental 

Policy. 
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 Presentations – continued 

17-213  Madi Murariu, Associate Director, Ontario Government Relations and 

Public Affairs, The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs 
 Ms. Murariu spoke in favour of the revisions to the Community and Event Space 

Rental Policy. 

 

 

 Moved by Councillor Fragedakis, seconded by R. Parry: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. receives the presentations regarding Agenda Item No. 4 – Community and 

Event Space Rental Policy – Revisions for information. 

  Carried 

 

 

17-214 Community and Event Space Rental Policy – Revisions 

 Vickery Bowles, City Librarian, advised staff had conducted a thorough and 

rigorous review of the Community and Event Space Rental Policy: 

 (a) based on the complexity of the issue and the controversy it generated, staff 

sought advice from external legal counsel, including a peer review of their 

legal memorandum; 

 (b) all feedback received from the public and stakeholders was considered, 

and there was consultation with groups who had contacted the Library; 

 (c) legislation and pertinent City of Toronto policies were examined in 

addition to policies from other jurisdictions; 

 As well, Ms. Bowles noted the following: 

 (d) in administering any policy, judgement and interpretation are required, 

and the policy must be implementable.  The recommended revisions to the 

Community and Event Space Rental Policy provide a pragmatic and 

defensible approach to booking decisions based on the purpose of the 

booking; 

 (e) it is important to note the Library will not block individuals or groups 

from booking library space.  Decisions about room bookings will continue 

to be based on the purpose of the booking; 

 (f) the revisions have been set out to balance the interests of a welcoming 

supportive environment within the provisions of freedom of speech and 

expression. The revised policy communicates that hate activity is not 

permitted on Library premises. 
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 Community and Event Space Rental Policy – Revisions 

 Moved by Councillor Fragedakis, seconded by Councillor Doucette: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. approves the revised Community and Event Space Rental Policy; 

 2. authorizes staff to give effect thereto. 

  Carried 

 

 Councillor Fragedakis left the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 Recorded Vote Requested: 

 

Yes – 11 

Councillor Ainslie, Ron Carinci, Lindsay Colley, 

Councillor Doucette, Sue Graham-Nutter, Councillor Hart, 

Dianne LeBreton, Strahan McCarten, Ross Parry, Archana 

Shah and Eva Svec. 

 

No – 0 

 

 

 

 

17-215 Confirmation of November 20, 2017 Toronto Public Library Board Meeting 

Minutes 

 Moved by R. Parry, seconded by S. McCarten: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. confirms the minutes of the November 20, 2017 Toronto Public Library 

Board meeting. 

  Carried 

 

 

 

17-216 Business Arising from the Minutes 

 There were no Business Arising from the Minutes items at the December 11, 2017 

meeting. 
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17-217 Approval of Consent Agenda Items 
 Moved by Councillor Doucette, seconded by A. Shah: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. approves the consent agenda and all other items not held on consent. 

  Carried 

 

 

 

17-218 City Librarian’s Report (Received for Information by Consent) 
 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. receives the City Librarian’s Report for information. 

  Carried 

 

 

 

Items for Action: 

17-219 Non-Union Compensation – 2018 and 2019 (Approved by Consent) 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. adopts the same general annual salary increases for Toronto Public 

Library’s non-union employees as were approved by City Council for City 

non-union employees, and at the following rates:  1.25% effective 

January 1, 2018; and 1.25 % effective January 1, 2019.   

  Carried 
 

 

 

17-220 St. Clair/Silverthorn Branch – Award of Tender, Branch Closure and Alternative 

Service Plan (Approved by Consent) 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. awards the contract to the lowest bidder, Pre-Eng Contracting Ltd. for the 

demolition and rebuilding of St. Clair/Silverthorn Branch, at a cost of 

$3,348,400, which includes a contingency of  $304,400 [excluding 

Harmonized Sales Tax (HST)]; and 

 2. approves the closure of the St. Clair/Silverthorn Branch for approximately 

twenty-four (24) months; and  

 3. approves the plan for alternate service for the duration of the closure. 

  Carried 
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Items for Information: 

17-221 2018 Operating Budget Update – Preliminary Budget 

 Larry Hughsam, Director, Finance and Treasurer, reviewed highlights from the 

report for the Board. 

 

 Moved by L. Colley, seconded by E. Svec: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. receives the 2018 Operating Budget Update – Preliminary Budget report 

for information. 

  Carried 

 

 

17-222 2018-2027 Capital Budget and Plan Update – Preliminary Budget 

 Larry Hughsam reviewed highlights from the report for the Board. 

 

 Moved by S. McCarten, seconded by Councillor Hart: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. receives the 2018-2027 Capital Budget and Plan Update – Preliminary 

Budget report for information. 

  Carried 

 

 

17-223 Board Resolutions – Status Report (Received for Information by Consent) 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. receives the Board Resolutions – Status Report for information. 

  Carried 

 

 

17-224 Adjournment 

 Moved by R. Parry, seconded by S. Graham-Nutter: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. adjourns the December 11, 2017 Toronto Public Library Board meeting. 

  Carried 

 

The meeting ended at 7:15 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 Signed:   


