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February 3, 2005

Ms. Josephine Bryant
City Librarian

Toronto Public Library
789 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON M4W 2G8

Dear Ms. Bryant:

On behalf of the Government of Ontario, and the Ministry of Culture, | would like to extend my
warmest congratulations to the Toronto Public Library on winning the Minister’s Award for
Innovation in the large public libraries category.

Your library’s “History Quest”, in partnership with the Archives of Ontario and City of Toronto
Archives, is an excellent example of a creative initiative that encourages learning and
appreciation of our province’s rich heritage. | am sure that teachers and students alike will
find this resource a very useful tool for bringing Ontario’s history to life and exploring it within
the classroom.

Ontario’s public libraries are hubs of community life and they play an important role in
encouraging literacy and supporting our children’s education. Indeed libraries are key
partners in delivering on my government’s priorities of success for students and a prosperous
economy. Our ministry is committed to working closely with Ontario’s public libraries to
ensure that all residents enjoy the benefits of an efficient and effective public library system.
Above all else, the effectiveness of a library is greatly enriched by staff members who are
driven by a genuine belief in the importance of reading and the vitality of sharing knowledge.
Your library’s dedication to these goals creates a lasting legacy, and sets a fine example for
others in Ontario.

Once again, congratulations on this occasion, and please extend my best wishes to all of your
staff and patrons.

Sincerely,

Mn e —

Madeleine Meilleur
Minister

c: The Honourable George Smitherman, MPP, Toronto Centre-Rosedale
Ms. Gillian Mason, Board Chair




