June 22, 2010

Dear [Member of Parliament Name]:

| am writing you today to ask you to support Bill C-509 (formerly Bill C-322 and C-458),
An Act to amend the Canada Post Corporation Act as it relates to the mailing of library
materials.

Introduced by Merv Tweed, Member of Parliament for Brandon-Souris, this bill would
preserve the existing reduced rate for postage on books between libraries in Canada,
and would expand the library book rate program to include magazines, records, CDs,
CD-ROMS, audio cassettes, video cassettes, DVDs and other audio-visual materials
that increasingly play an important role in information literacy and lifelong learning.

The Toronto Public Library supports in full the provisions of Bill C-509. The Library
Book Rate has been a Canada Post service that has, since 1939, provided a reduced
rate for mailing library books between libraries and from libraries to their users. As
such, it enables and encourages the sharing of local resources beyond the owning
library. The ability to access a needed book through borrowing rather than purchase
alleviates some pressure on local library budgets that are increasingly constrained. Itis
also a way of creating a more literate and knowledgeable population, by helping, for
example, students enrolled in distance education programs, those living in small or
remote communities or Canadians pursuing lifelong learning goals.

While the Library Book Rate has ensured equitable access to library materials for
Canadians since 1939, currently the Canada Post Corporation does not view it as part
of its current Universal Service Obligations, and the program is scheduled to end
without renewal on December 31, 2010. The sustainability of the program is critical to
public libraries. Without it, the fourfold increase in mailing costs that would be incurred
would have a significant impact on a local library’s ability to continue to loan materials
from its collection to other jurisdictions. This would be a lost contribution to the national
public policy goals of literacy, lifelong learning, inclusion, and vibrant communities.
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From Canada’s largest public library, with collections that are often in demand for loan
to other libraries, | strongly urge you, as a Member of Parliament, to support Bill C-509
and ensure a permanent and sustainable Library Book Rate Program that
encompasses all library media before the current program expires at the end of the
year.

Sincerely,

Matthew Church
Chair, Toronto Public Library Board
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