
JOE CLARK
joedark@joedark.org

2012.0224

Re: Misinformation about Ilbra.y DVD collections

To the TPL Board:

In the recent budget process, right-wing politidans - one ofthem, disturbingly, a TPL Boardmem
her- set the stage for political manipulation of library collections. They have done so by
questioning librarians’ right to lndependenty collect DVDs and periodicals. Evidence:

Toronto Star, 201111.29:

Coundlior Mike Del Grande, responding to the furor over proposed cuts to library
hours told reporters Tuesday that library users can access new releases like Pirates

ofthe Caribbean at any of the flibrar/sJ 98 branches.
“Should the city library become a Blockbuster?” Del Grande said.

Blockbuster closed its Canadian stores in two stages starting last summer. Rogers
Video will close 63 stores coastto coast

Unbidden, Cesar Palacio stated the library should rid itselfof “popular” DVDs and all
magazines. (Since Palacio believes the only purposes ofa libraryare “literacy and
library purposes” [sic], he really means all DVD5.)

Two city counclllors,one ofthem a boardmember,wantthe busiest public library inthe world to
be stripped ofcinema and periodicals. But Isn’t all this just “common sense”? The
Toronto Public Ubrary, which right-wing politicians don’t even use, really Is overrun with
Hollywood product and other “trash.” Isn’t it?

Na I downloaded and sorted the entire list of EnglisManguage adult DVDs collected bythe library
in 2011. Onlyone ofthe 570 tItles was Pirates ofthe Carlbbean.The library collected more
fitness and how-to titles than American feature films. (See attached list)

PaIclo and Del Grande have opened up a very large can ofworms. By impugning dnema and
periodicals - core components ofthe libraqs collection from time immemorial -they
have beguna processthat,lf notchecked,mayculmlnate inoutright political interference
in library collections. If not nipped In the bud right away, at some point In the future ofthis
Board every item the library buys will have to com ply with right-wing political beliefs.
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