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The Honourable John McCallum 
Minister of National Revenue 
House of Commons 
Parliament Buildings 
Ottawa. Ontario KIA OA6 

Dear Sir: 
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Re: Library Book Rate 

The Library Book Rate is an example of a successful and inexpensive program that 
encourages resource shoring between Canadian libraries. It has to be recognized that no 
library can be entirely self sufficient with on increasing need from the public for 
sophisticated information and research. The Toronto Public Library's circulation of materials 
continues to increase. In 2004. the Library circulated 29.127.337 items. more than any other 
library in the world. Toronto Public Library because of its extensive collections as the largest 
public library system in Canada is a net lender to other libraries. and in particular. public 
libraries across the country. The Library Book Rate enables Toronto Public Library to maintain 
local and inter-provincial lending. 

The Library Book Rate continues to support the historic policy objective of the Canadian 
government to develop an informed and educated population by ensuring that all citizens 
have equal access to information regardless of where they live. 

We urge you to support the Library Book Rate Program with long term funding which will 
ensure equalization of access to information especially to rural, remote and northern areas 
as well as those who live in urban centers. 

Sincerely. 

Gillian Mason 
Choir 
Toronto Public Library Board 
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