
OTTAWA 

September 3, 2010 

Mr. Matthew Church 
Chair, Library Board 
Toronto Public Library 
789 Yonge Street 
Toronto, ON M4W 2G8 

Dear Mr. Church: 
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Thank you for taking the time, on behalf of the Toronto Public Library Board, to show your 
support for Bill C-509. 

I share your concerns regarding the sustainability of the Library Book Rate. It Is essential 
that this reduced rate on postage for libraries be maintained in order to facilitate the sharing 
of library books and audio-visual materials. I agree with you, this is essential to ensure that 
tax-payer funded library books are as accessible as possible. For this reason, New 
Democrats support this Bill. · 

As you probably know, Bill C-509 received second reading on May 28, 2010. At this time, 
our party was pleased to participate in the debate. Speaking in support, New Democrat MP 
Jim Maloway said: 
" ... this is a much bigger issue than just dollars and cents. It is the effect that we have 
when people cannot get library books, when people have disabilities, visual impairments 
and cannot get facilities from their Jibrary ... Thls is a good bill and we support ft." 

Bill C-509 has, thus far, received support from all major parties, and hopefully will continue 
to receive that type of support as it moves on to third reading. The library rate takes much 
of the pressure off of public library budgets that are often very tight as it is. To continue to 
provide such a rate is vital, not only to ensure that all libraries are not forced to purchase 
the same resources, but to also ensure that those living In rural areas, and those who 
cannot make the trip to their local libraries due to disabilities, have access to the same 
resources as anyone else. 

Again, I appreciate the benefit of your comments. 
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