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Toronto Smart Cities Working Group

• Government

• NGO

• Private

• Public

member stakeholders
+

• Education

• Not for profit
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“A smart city uses technology to optimize resources and 

enhance quality and performance of urban services, increase 

economic competitiveness and engage its citizens more effectively. 

A smarter city develops and implements innovative policies and 

technologies to ensure that these benefits are realized in a manner 

unique and consistent with its core values of economic, social, 

cultural and environmental vitality.”
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Toronto Smart Cities 

Working Group

Organized 2 Smart Cities 

Summits

Authored report which

• outlines SCWG progress 

• provides environmental scan to 

inventory and benchmark

• showcase local and global “smart” 

solutions

• recommend how to move forward 

to realize a smarter Toronto vision

Supporting the City’s Smart 

Cities Challenge Submission
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• a pan-Canadian competition open to communities of all sizes, 

including municipalities, regional governments and Indigenous 

communities

• encourages communities to adopt a smart cities approach to 

improve the lives of their residents through innovation, data 

and connected technology.

 One prize of up to $50 million open to all communities, regardless of 

population;

 Two prizes of up to $10 million open to all communities with populations 

under 500,000 people; and

 One prize of up to $5 million open to all communities with populations 

under 30,000 people.
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• As a participant in the Smart Cities Working Group

• Help the City raise awareness and engage 

Torontonians in the Challenge

 Support the development, distribution and promotion of the 

Smart City Challenge survey and call for submissions

 Host a Smart Cities Challenge Panel Discussion and 

ideation workshops

• Ensuring any Smart Cities Challenge submission 

includes TPL
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Raise the profile of 

the library

Develop strategic 

partnerships

Lead in Digital 

Literacy & Inclusion

Ensure Smart City 

agenda is inclusive,  

benefits all 

Torontonians



No other public institution has the 

mandate and reach, physical and technical 

infrastructure, talent and community presence 

to support digital inclusion and literacy for all



Linda Hazzan

lhazzan@torontopubliclibrary.ca  |  twitter: @lhazzan


