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Materials Review Committee 
Reconsideration of Materials Summary – 2005 

 
Date Item Description Summary of Customer Comments Findings and Action Taken 

 
November 
2004 and 
July 2005 

 
1. The Waiting Dog 
      by Carolyn Beck, illustrated     
      by Andrea Beck 
      2003 
     
     Children’s Advanced Picture   
     Book 
     (English) 
 

 
• Father and daughter, age 8, both 

found content disturbing and 
inappropriate for children. 

 
 
 
 

 
• A picture book fantasy in verse about a 

dog waiting for the postman.  He 
imagines devouring him bit by bit, but 
it doesn’t happen when the postman 
arrives. 

 
• A large cover label asks:  “Do you have 

the guts to read this book?” 
 
• Not for everyone, but the lively verse 

appeals to some readers age 8 and up, 
particularly to boys and reluctant 
readers. 

 
• Illustrator has done many books and 

Kids Can Press is a very reputable 
Canadian children’s publisher. 

 
• Retained in Children’s Advanced 

Picture Books section which is for 
children age 7 and older 

 
 
April 2005 

 
2. SS: The Secret Archive:     
      Eastern Front 
      SS: The Secret Archive:  
      Western Front 
      by Ian Baxter 
      2003 
 

 
• Shows the SS unit in a positive 

light. There are only oblique 
references to its infamous war 
crimes and no mention of the 
concentration camps. 

 
 

 
• The books are photograph albums from 

a database of source material that show 
Waffen-SS troops in defensive 
positions and they include little text. 
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      Book, 2 vols 
      Adult non-fiction 
       (English) 
 
 

• The books represent revisionist 
literature. 

 
• Should be withdrawn 

• These are specialised books with some 
importance as a photo record of SS 
uniforms, ordinance, etc., in settings of 
interest to military buffs or to movie 
researchers; they are not revisionist 
literature. 

 
• Author is a British historian with 20 

titles published on military history. 
 
• Advised selectors that author’s titles 

tend to be specialized photo albums of 
limited relevance; branches would 
benefit from addition of balanced 
introductions to the SS and their role in 
World War II written for the general 
reader.  

 
• Retained at Research & Reference 

tier and copy withdrawn from 4 
branches. 

 
 
July 2005 

 
3. Strong for Potatoes 

 by Cynthia A. Thayer,   
 narrated by Amanda Karr 
 2000 
 
Audio book 
Adult 
(English) 
 

 
• Explicit description of sex act 

performed by two disabled 
children.  

 
• Unsuitable for children to listen 

to. 
 
• Withdraw it. 
 

• Coming-of-age story about a physically 
disabled girl with a difficult family who 
is sustained by the lessons of her Native 
American grandfather. 

 
• Well reviewed. 
 
• Retained in the Adult audio visual 

collection  
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August 
2005 

 
4. The Cat Who Killed Lilian  
     Jackson Braun: A Parody 
      by Robert Kaplow 
      2003 
 
     Book 
     Adult Fiction - Mystery 
     (English) 
 

 
• Pornographic, and may violate 

Criminal Code definition of 
obscenity 

 
• Does not want young children 

getting their hands on it 
 
• Withdraw it. 

 
• A parody of the long running and 

hugely successful The Cat Who… 
mystery series by Lilian Jackson Braun, 
the book spoofs many standard 
elements of crime novels, the world of 
writers and writing, and popular 
culture.  The humour is adult; it is 
satiric and includes graphic language 
and sexual content.  It’s been loaned 
200 times. 

 
• TPL owns multiple copies of 29 

genuine titles by Lilian Jackson Braun. 
 
• Retained in Adult mystery collection 

 
September 
2005 

 
5. Maxim for Men 

1997 -- 
 

Monthly Magazine 
Adult 
(English) 
 

 
• Objects to shelving offensive, 

adult entertainment material in 
the open where students can 
browse or sign it out without 
parental approval 

 
• Ask for age ID before signing  

out the magazine to them 

• Maxim is a lifestyle magazine directed 
at a male audience between the ages of 
18 and 34.  It’s similar to glossy style 
magazines such as Cosmopolitan or 
Elle, catering to a similar female 
market.  Articles cover health, holidays, 
sports, technology, investing, fashion 
and sex. 

 
• Described as “lighter and more 

proletarian “ than Playboy, by Russell 
Smith in The Globe and Mail. 

 
• It is shelved in the Adult area  
 
• Retained in the Adult collection 

 


