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August 27, 2008

Dr. Kathy Gallagher Ross, Chair
Toronto Public Library Board
789 Yonge Street

Toronto, ON M4W 2G8

Dear Dr. Ross and Members of the Board:

| am pleased to write this letter expressing my support for the proposal to commemorate
the contribution of the late Peter Bassnett to the former Scarborough Public Library.

Peter was involved with the Scarborough Public Library for twenty years. | sat on the
board as a member during Peter’s tenure as Chief Executive Officer and knew him well
since 1988.

Peter was an excellent Chief Executive Officer, with a great commitment to public
service and a tremendous instinct for knowing how to use the pubilic library system to
build a sense of community in our rapidly growing and evolving Scarborough
neighbourhoods. He is credited with providing the leadership that led to the successful

development of a network of libraries in Scarborough that continues to benefit residents
today.

| hope you will consider honouring Peter's memory by dedicating a library meeting room
to him, and by sponsoring a staff award in his name. | believe these memorials would
be particularly fitting for an individual who made such a significant contribution to the
public library system in Scarborough.

Yours sincerely,

s Basadin

Bas Balkissoon, MPP
Scarborough-Rouge River



Memorandum to: Gillian Mason
From: Wil Vanderelst
Date: August 19, 2008

[ am very pleased to support an undertaking by the Toronto Public Library Board to acknowledge
the contribution of Peter Bassnett in the development of public library service in Toronto, and the
Province.

[ first met Peter in 1983 when [ became the Director of the Libraries and Community Information
Branch. As the new Director of “the Branch™ [ was immediately confronted with the Ontario
Public Library Review - aka the “Bassnett Review ”. Peter had been seconded from the
Scarborough Public Library by the Province to define how Ontario’s public library system could
be rejuvenated and, cqually important, how best to prepare for the technological and other
challenges which were then rapidly becoming apparent.

The Bassnett Review involved Peter consulting with over 200 communities over a two and a half
vear period. There were 14 Task groups each with six or seven members feeding into the
process. There were tew aspects of public library service. the Public Library Act, and Branch
programs which were not dissected and analyzed. The result was the “Bassnett Report”, a
coherent set of recommendations which tormed the basis ot a new Public Library Act as well as a
myriad of new initiatives by the Government. Although many changes have occurred to the

administration of public library service in Ontario, the Public Library Act with its regulations has
remained essentially unchanged since 1984.

Other than the vision that Peter identified in his report for Ontario's public libraries, the review
under his careful guidance motivated Ontario public libraries to act as a “community” in a way
not seen before. The result was the development of various province-wide strategic planning
initiatives such as “One Place to Look™ and the various coordinated strategies regarding
Jiitization of information we see today. From my perspective these initiatives can be traced
back directly to Peter and his review.

Throughout the period of the review and its immediate aftermath Peter was always a kind and
patient force. Whether contronted by frustrated library board members in the North claiming that
Toronto did not understand their situation or the madcap antics of opposition members in the
legislative committee debating the draft Public Library Bill, Peter never lost his “cool”. He was

always the gentleman exuding quiet confidence that eventually other would see it his way. And
they usually did.

In stating all this [ want to emphasize the personal relationship [ had with Peter. We met
regularly over lunch during my tenure. Frequently our lunch would be followed by Peter touring
me through one of the Branches in the Scarborough system. Usually the visit was to show case
an initiative that his Board and staff had undertaken. The pleasure and pride he took in showing
me these initiatives was wondertul o see. Many of these initiatives were either groundbreaking
or far in advance of what most other libraries nad undertaken.



Over the vears. as usually happens, [ lost touch with Peter and [ was saddened to hear of his
death. T owe him much for his kind advice treely given. I truly believe the Toronto Public
Library Board owes him much for what he achieved in Scarborough. [ know that the Province
has benetitted from his dedication and experience. For these reasons [ heartedly support the
Toronto Public Library Board in acknowledging Peter Bassnett's contribution.

Wil Vanderelst

Director. Libraries and Community Information Branch (1983-89)
President, OLA (1989-90)
Toronto Public Library Board (1990-95)



Supporters of the Proposal
to Commemorate
Peter J. Bassnett

Bas Balkissoon. M.P.P. SPLB Council appointee, 1991-1994

Ahmed Bhalloo SPLB Chair, 1992-1993

Sheila Churchmuch SPLB Chair, 1980-1981

Justice Paul Cosgrove SPLB Council appointee, 1973-1975

Marjorie Daw SPLB Chair, 1988

Lois DeGroot SPLB Chair, 1974-1975

Sandy Douglas SPLB Chair, 1996-1997; TPLB 1998-2001

Richard Goldsmith SPLB Chair, 1988-1991; TPLB Chair/Viée Chair,
1998-2002; TPL Foundation Chair/Vice Chair 2001-2006

Susan Hunt SPLB Chair, 1985-1987

Fred Johnson SPLB Council appointee, 1995-1996

Flora McKinlay SPLB Chair, 1983-1984

Ron Moeser SPLB Vice Chair, 1996

Karen Moloney SPLB Vice Chair, 1985

Edith Montgomery SPLB Council appointee, 1983

Maureen Prinsloo | SPLB Council appointee, 1986-1988

Drucilla Travnicek SPLB Vice Chair, 1997

Ron Watson SPLB Chair, 1993



Heather Carmody SPL Manager, 1976-1997

Daphne Cheng ~ SPL Librarian, 1973 -1997
Ann Eddie SPL CEO, 1995-1997
Nancy Hall SPL DCEO, 1976 -1979;

Etobicoke Public Library CEO, 1979-1990

David Reddin SPL DCEOQO, 1995-1997

And other friends and colleagues ot Peter J. Bassnett
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