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TPL literary and 
cultural programming

salon series

New books. Big ideas. Join the 
conversation

on civil society

Challenge perspectives. Learn from 
one another through civil discourse

cultural community 
programming

Raising up community voices. Celebrating 
diversity and cross-cultural understanding.
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for torontonians
our literary and cultural programs:

• Encourage and enable participation and access at the city and 
neighbourhood level

• Supplement and extend the information found in library collections

• Offer an alternative way for people to access and better understand 
information

• Encourage participation in the civic and cultural life of the city

• Address the cultural and leisure-related interests of the community

TPL programming:
supporting creativity and culture
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our literary and cultural programs:

• Encourage visits to our library branches

• Attract new users of the library, and/or introduce new collections or 
services to existing users

• Raise the profile of the library as a vital place of cultural engagement

• Provide opportunities to develop and strengthen partnerships

• Support the City’s priorities of livability and prosperity by helping to 
build and sustain a creative city.

TPL programming:
supporting creativity and culture

for the library
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2024 successes
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2024 successes
new cultural programming

• 15 events for all ages including art workshops, author 
talks, film screenings and more

• Placed events in 8 branches + virtually and offsite
• 393 customers attended/watched a TPL JH event
• Partnered with Miles Nadal JCC.

• 13 events for all ages including author talks, cookbook 
events, visual art discussion and a sold out dance event

• Placed events in 9 branches + virtually and offsite
• 405 customers attended/watched a TPL IHC event
• Partnered with Aga Khan Museum
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2024 successes: 
What’s at Stake series

• Starting in Fall 2023, one of TPL's biggest initiatives in years
• 30 events including in-person, virtual and hybrid + pre-shows, 

exhibits and activations
• In-person + virtual attendance totaled 4,245
• More than 125,000 engagements with on-demand IF content

+ TPL advocacy, signage, special edition library totes, the Banned Books 
Tower, the Book Sanctuary and massive reach for our campaign
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2024 successes
new spaces

North York Central concourse space

• 19 events in 2024 

• A number of high-profile events had 
excellent attendance (4 sold out events)
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2024 successes
new program formats

• 9 pre-shows or Civil Forums in 2024

• Workshops, bingo, scent stations in ancient 
Greece, sing-a-longs, silk-screening

• Incredibly popular with audiences (all 9 sold out)

pre-shows & civil forums
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2024 successes
by the numbers

growth in on-demand 
engagement89%

Average attendance per 
event​ more than doubled 153%
Number of sold out 
events more than tripled

268 in 
2023

in 
2024

Dramatic growth in 
in-person attendance

108%
in-person 
attendance

221% salon series

77
events 12,006

program attendees
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2025 programming
spring preview
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spring 2025 preview
salon series
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spring 2025 preview
salon series
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spring 2025 preview
salon series
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spring 2025 preview
salon series
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spring 2025 preview
salon series
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spring 2025 preview
on civil society
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spring 2025 preview
on civil society
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spring 2025 preview
asian heritage
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spring 2025 preview
black history
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spring 2025 preview
jewish heritage
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spring 2025 preview
virtual series

• new virtual content strategy
• a sponsored series on classic books
• 1-2 monthly series on Fridays
• each session features a discussion 

about one short classic book
• coordinated collections and other 

content pieces
• each session repackaged for on-

demand (video & podcast)
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thank you
questions?
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