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Who is MASS LBP?

MASSLBP

MASS LBP is a Toronto-based organization that focuses on
working with public institutions and governments to enable
them to better involve people in policy- and decision-making
processes.

We build democratic principles into all of our projects and
partner with other organizations to try to support and promote
healthy democracies.



The context.

Democracy is at a precipice.

In Toronto and in our world, we are seeing an increasing
divide politically, economically, and socially. There is an
overwhelming amount of information available to us and,
at the same time, not everyone has equal access to it or the

ability to critically assess it.

How do we, as a community, as a city, or as individuals
confront these challenges without a strong and healthy
democracy?
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The response.

Knowyourvote.to Celebrate Democracy  Civic Life
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Learn what the Know Your Vote T.O.is a municipal election candidate civic learning website
developed by the Toronto Public Library. This website is not affiliated with the

candidates city of Toronto's Election Services.

running in your , , _ , ,
. To find out who is running, enter your address in the box below. If you don't
ward think want to enter your address, click on your part of the city using the map. On a
about Toronto's mobile device? Tap within the ward's boundaries twice.

blggeSt ISSUES )ik here to find out who is running for Mayor.

Oct  Demystifying the Process: Going behind the Oct  Toxicity in Elections: How to address it and
14 curtain of politics and campaigns 21 overcomeit
2022 2022

Have you ever wondered what goes into running an election Misinformation in elections has been a hot topic in the news

campaign? Join us as we kick off TPL's Celebrate Democracy lately, but how do we overcome it in order to make informed
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2021 Population

105,472

19th of 25

Wali Abro

Toronto-Danforth

Population growth
2016-2021

-1.3%

21st of 25

Population under 15
years old

15.4%

9th of 25

James Dyson

Toronto-Danforth

Population over 64
years old

15.7%

19th of 25

Paula Fletcher

Toronto-Danforth

John De Marco

m Denise Walcott
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About the Mayor & City Council

Wali Abro

Toronto-Danforth

James Dyson

Toronto-Danforth

Paula Fletcher

Toronto-Danforth

John De Marco

Toronto-Danforth

Denise Walcott

Toronto-Danforth

Biglssues Candidates FAQ

Celebrate Democracy.

If elected as a City
Councillor, what would be
your top priority, and how

will you address it?

General Question

What should the next City
Council do about housing
in Toronto? Why?

Toronto-Danforth

Wali Abro
XX ACL

(647) 624-1140

In a nutshell, it would be to help organise and empower the
working class by removing the obstacles we face in that
pursuit. The troubles we face today - in housing, poverty,
employment, debt, climate change, mental health,
healthcare, hate, crime, et cetera - are all symptoms of the
system that produced them: rabid capitalism. | will centre on
guaranteeing decent housing and basic needs for all so we
can stop focusing on bare survival, and can instead begin to
build towards a much-needed revolution for an equitable
society free of repression.

Housing is a basic human right, and all levels of government
- including the City - have failed to uphold it. The City spends
more money criminalising homelessness and poverty than it
would cost to house and provide for every homeless person.
Rents are unaffordable for nearly half of Toronto renters. This
means people are driven from their communities into unsafe
living conditions, the shelter system, and extreme debt. This
perpetuates the exploitation of the destitute, debt-enslaved
working class. For details on solutions, do visit my website.
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The Bi Every municipality, and therefore every municipal council, is faced with 'big

g issues’ that stand out among others they most deliberate on and address.

Issues of the Know Your Vote T.O. has created briefing notes for five of the most significant
issues that could be important during this municipal election. Each is a
2022 concisely-written, balanced description of a problem or topic supported by
° o facts, figures, and source material.
Municipal
° Know Your Vote T.0. hopes these will contribute to your research that will
Election - .

inform your vote or other ways you become engaged in this election.

Climate Action Getting Around the  Taxes and Spending Policing and

City Community Safety
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Understanding the Role of the Mayor of Toronto and Toronto City
Councillors

The City of Toronto is the responsibility of the Toronto City Council. The City Council is made up of 26
members, including the Mayor (Go to information source).

Of the 26 members, 25 are elected by voters in their ward, a geographically defined voting district in the
city. The Mayor is the only member elected by all Toronto voters.

The Role of City Councillors is to:

* Represent the public;

« Consider the well-being of the City;

« Develop and evaluate City policies and programs;

* Decide what services the City provides;

* Uphold accountability and transparency of how the City operates;

¢ Maintain the financial integrity of the City.

This includes indirectly overseeing major City services provided by the Toronto Transit Commission, the
Toronto Police Service and the Toronto Public Library.

The Role of the Mayor of Toronto
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The Toronto Public Library has launched a new election website with the aim of Informing.
people about their options ahead of the municipal vote on Oct. 24,

The Toronto Public Library o help voters make an

The site, Know Your Vote T0, lets people find out who is running in their ward and where they
stand on key issues through an interactive map.
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What is next.

Evaluations of:

e Kn owyourvote.to usage

e Celebrate Democracy programming
e And best practices for future collaborations

Expansion of Civic Life programming
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Thank you for sharing your

time
Alex Carruthers Chris Ellis
Manager, Innovation, Learning Sr. Director, MASS LBP

and Service Planning, TPL

chris@masslbp.com
acarruthers@tpl.ca
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