LIBRARY -

To: Toronto Public Library Board — October 16, 2006

From: City Librarian

Subject: Site for Waterfront Branch in the Railway Lands Area
Purpose:

To seek Toronto Public Library Board approval for the location of the new Waterfront branch in
the Railway Lands area.

Funding Implications and Impact Statement:

The cost of building a 15,000 square foot neighbourhood branch in the Railway Lands is
currently estimated at $6.2 million. Through development charge levies and Section 37
agreements, funds are being accumulated which will be used to cover the capital cost of building
this new branch. Anticipated additional annual operating costs, including staff costs, are
currently estimated at $835,000. This multi-year capital project is projected to start in 2008 and
the branch is expected to open 2011. The projected annual operating costs are identified in the
capital budget request.

Recommendation:

It is recommended that the Toronto Public Library Board approve the location of the Waterfront
branch in Block 36 at the corner of Bathurst Street and Fort York Boulevard, subject to the
successful completion of a satisfactory partnership agreement with Toronto Community Housing
Corporation (TCHC).

Background:

As the Board is aware, plans have been underway to locate a branch in the Railway Lands for a
number of years. In June 2004, the Board approved a strategy for branch development that
called for two additional branches to provide service in growing areas of the city — Scarborough
City Centre and the Waterfront areas. Since that time, staff have been working to find a suitable
site for these branches and both projects are identified in the 2007-2011 capital budget.

In the case of the Waterfront area, a number of projects are underway in the Railway Lands. In
particular, in April 2005, Council appointed TCHC as their agent for the development of four
City sites in the Railway Lands. In reviewing opportunities for locating a Library branch on
City-owned property to serve this area, a site in Block 36 at the corner of Bathurst Street and



.

Fort York Boulevard was identified, as reported to the Board at the December 2005 meeting.
Discussions have taken place with TCHC to explore this opportunity. On September 27, 2006
Toronto City Council confirmed Official Plan and Zoning By-law amendments that allow this
project to proceed. TCHC has prepared a comprehensive development strategy for Blocks 32
and 36 which includes plans for a park, daycare and library as well as of affordable and market
housing (see Attachment 1).

Comments:

A number of potential sites for a Library branch serving the Railway Lands have been reviewed.
The Block 36 site at the corner of Bathurst Street and Fort York Boulevard presents an exciting
opportunity to locate a branch at a major intersection with good street presence and access for the
local community. Further, close proximity with other service providers such as daycares and
nearby schools as well as Toronto Community Housing is advantageous for service delivery and
development. There are also opportunities to work with Fort York to highlight this historical site
at the foot of Garrison Creek. Locating on City-owned property is also cost effective.

Conclusion:

Approval of this site will enable staff to proceed with the planning of a 15,000 square foot library
and develop an appropriate partnership agreement with TCHC.

Contact:

Anne Bailey; Director, Branches; Tel: 416-397-5944; Fax: 416-393-7083;
E-mail: abailey@torontopubliclibrary.ca

Josephine Bryant
City Librarian

List of Attachments:

Attachment 1 is unavailable electronically. If you require a copy, please contact Nancy Marshall
at nmarshall@torontopubliclibrary.ca or at 416-393-7215.




