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July 22, 2005 
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Federe-of Ontario Public Libranos Boald 
cJo NO<th YOlk Central library 
5120Y~ Sireet 
Toronto, ON MZN 5N9 

Dear Ms. Horrocks: 

Thank. you for your letter rogording funding for Ontario Library Services. 
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The 90vemment is commlttod 10 a strong and vital pubUc library sector. We recognize that 
libraries ha~ a significant rolo in their communities as hubs for information, education and 
citizen engagement. 

~year, 0\1' gove<m>enl is lnve•!Olg <M!r $28.4 milion in 1>0blic libraries 10 ensure thai they 
wil c:ontinue to s....., Ontario,. elfectvely throughout the proWice. 

In terms of p!O'<incoal support for the library sedor, proleding the inler·lobr31)' loans seMc:e•, 
First Nation libranes and the annual opera~ng granlslo< public libraries are o..- priorities. Thi• 
i1 because we know that fibteries rely on stable operating funcfJng to support theil' day-to-day 
&eti'VItles and to plan fOf the futuro. In addition, small community flbraries now qualify for 
Ontario Trillium Foundallon (OTF) granls under lhe Speclallnlllallvo Ia< Ruroland Small 
Communities. The OTF will suppon fnitialives including speelel projects and infrastructure 
improvement 

The Ministry of CUIU.xe,llke mo&t other ministries, hod to flnd cost savings to ensure tile 
government has a responsible fiscal plan to invest in ils priorities. We had 1o make some very 
dilfocub chQ;oes. I am oenlldenll"-1 the Ontario Ubnlry SeMces bOards wll make the bost 
decisions to focus their resources in area~ that support the JitQry Hdor's ptlofmes. 

I have mel willl the Olairs and Chiel Ex~ Ofllcers of Ontario Ubr8ry Se<vices-Norlh and 
SouUlem Onlario l ibrary Sel\'lces on July 11111 to re~erate my suP!>O'Ito lhe library sector. The 
ministry will work do~ely with the s.octor on the derrvery or our aerv•c.es to Ontario's public 
libraries. We will be Msttnlng to your input on how to cnstJre that llbranes and library patrons 
oontinue 10 have access to tha services that they need. 

S!ncerety. 

Madeleine Meilevr 
Minbter 


