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Dear Ms. Horrocks:
Thank you for your letter regarding funding for Ontario Library Services.

The government is committad o @ strong and vital public library sector. We recognize thal
libraries have a significant rale in their communities as hubs for iformation, education and

citizen engagament.

This year, our govemmen! is investing over 528.4 million in public libraries 1o ensure thal they
will continue o serve Ontarians effectively throughout the province.

In terms of provincial support lor the library seclor, prolecting the inler-ibrary loans services,
First Nation libranes and the annual operaling grants for public librarkes are our priorities. This
is because we know thal ibraries rely on stable operating funding fo support their day-lo-day
activities and lo plan for the future. In addition, small community ibrares now qualify for
Ontario Trillium Foundation (OTF) granls under the Spacial Initistlive for Rural and Small
Communities. The OTF will support initiatives including special projects and infrastruciure

improvement.

The Ministry of Culture, like most other ministries, had 19 find cost savings 10 ensure the
government has a responsible fiscal plan to invest in its priorities. We had 1o make some very
difficull choices. | am confident that the Ontario Library Services boards will make the best
decisions (o focus their resources in areas that support the library seclor's pronties.

| have met with Ihe Chairs and Chief Executive Officers of Ontano Library Services-North and
Southemn Onlario Library Services on July 11th to reiterale my support to the library sector. The
ministry will work closely with the sector on the delivery of our serwces lo Ontario’s public
lbraries. We will be listening to your inpul on how to ensure that libraries and lbrary patrons
continue lo have access lo the services thal they need,

Sincerely,

M/ lfecet”

Madeleine Meilleur
Minister



