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December 6, 2005 

TO: Toronto Public Library Board 
c/o Nancy Marshall 
Secretary 
789 Yonge Street 
M4W 2G8 

From: Susan Zalepa 
Swansea Memorial Library - Friends 
95 Lavinia A venue 
Toronto, Ontario 
M6S 3H9 

Re: Print Media Coverage 
Swansea Memorial Library Article 

~ "'~ .s ·J~'YY. 
~ ... ':_\ ~ 9'-(f 1,. 

~-r. fi 

Please find attached an article from the Gleaner, regarding the Swansea Memorial 
Library Remembrance Day Service. We would ask that you circulate this article to all 
Board members and consideration be given to placing the article in the print Media 
Coverage booklet. 

Your assistance in this matter is greatly appreciated. 

Sth/my t.lucumcnL<J sml f December I 
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Librory honour veterans 
Local residents tenacious in fight to keep branch 

BY MATT LANG 

It's one of the small­

est libraries in the c ity, 

but the Swansea Memorial 

h ranch nonetheless plays a big part 

in this community's rich hisrory. 

Dedicated to the 170 Swansea 
residents who enlisted in the First 

\'V'orld War, and the 22 who did not 

r-:rurn,thelibrarywasbornin1919, 

1:hen Swansea was sti ll an inde­

pendent village. Funding came from 
rhe then Women's Patriotic 

League- which hotly debated 

whether to use their remaining 

resources on a cenotaph or library to 

memorialize their fellow c itizens' 

c.:fforrs. 

"Books are at the heart of democ­
racy," said Swansea Town Hall board 

member Bill Roberrs, explaining the 

rationale behind why a library was 

ultimately chosen. "What better 

way is there to honour those who 

fought and died for dem ocracy?" 

THE 

CO MM UN ITY 

NE WSPAP ER FOR 

TOR ONTO ' S 

WE S T END 

The library t:xisrc:d in Swansea 

public school on Windermere 

Avenue for 40 years, during which 

time iconic Canadian aud1or Lut:y 
Maud ;Montgomery had a seine on 

irs board from 1938 ro 1940. 

Montgomery lived in Swansea from 

1935, 1-'ntil her death in 1942. 
The library was moved to irs cur­

rent location at 95 Lavinia Ave. in 

1959, 1when the Swansea Town H all 

was buil t. The library joined up into 

the raf'~ of the Toronto Public 
Library ('rPL) that same year, bt:fore 

becoming an official branch in 

1967. 
" It's very convenient. You can 

order anything from the system and 

it can be here in a reasonable 

amount of time," said Swansea resi­
dent Chris Dempniak. " I have an 

arrachmenr co it because I've been 

going for a long rime." 

Since then. the branch has 

remained a staple of Swansea 

Village- its residents have been 

tenacious in rhdr fight to keo:p i1 

alive, after mulriple arremprs b:' rho: 

TPL to merge it wirh a larger cc:n­
rraliz.:d branch. 

"They wanted to remove rhc 

library and save che deposit collc:r­

rion, bur rhere was very strong .; 

mun iry resentment cowards m.u 
idea," said Swansea Town H:~ll 

board of management chairman 

Jack Slaughter. 
"Every three tO five years, ti .-:1c') 

another review by TPL with a new 

strategic plan, to close the ,r-·:dl 

'ommuniry libraries and rep .. ~~· 
them with large regional libra rie~:· 

he added. "Which is a good \\ ;y o f 

distribu ting consumer goods, i>la l ~ 

terrible way of providing libmry 

services co rhe community." 
"Also, we have a lor of seni. ,c, in 

Swansea and it's not easy for a lo1 of 

them to get ro even Runn) mede 

library because of traffic cnn,l i­
rions." 

Al though Slaughter credirs Lhc: 

"But I chink the older 
TPL for irs effons t t> 

mai n tain a bright 
..:mr:mce, ir's nor tlways 
apparent to a 'ly,me 
,, ,tfking inro irs Jollrs 

whom the library w:ts 

m.tde for. The TPL con­

rrols the inside of the 

h1.1nch and hasn't yer 

.1urho ri z.ed much war 

mem orabilia fer u s 
wails. 

people in the communi­

ty have kept rhe memory 

alive:. I do n't think we'w 

ewr lost sight rh:tr it's :1 

memorial library. I per­

~nnally haven't ~or th:H 

feding." 
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"Ic might be [m>t 

IJbvious that it's d~dicar­
c:J to veterans) ro some 

of rhe younger L.er, of 

th..: library," said Sybil 

\X :lkinson. rre:tSurer nf 

" Sw,;n.-ea H i)tori.::ll 

· ·• i..: r;·. 


