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 STAFF REPORT 
ACTION REQUIRED 

 

Dawes Road Branch – Transfer of Ownership to City of 
Toronto 
 

Date: February 24, 2020 

To: Toronto Public Library Board 

From: City Librarian 

 
SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is to seek Toronto Public Library (TPL) Board approval to 
transfer the ownership of the Dawes Road branch to the City of Toronto.  As part of the 
project to rebuild and expand the Dawes Road branch on the existing site, the City 
purchased six of the eight condominium units situated above the branch, and 
expropriated the remaining two condominium units.  The City also purchased 82 
Chapman Avenue, which is the property directly west of the Library to assist with the 
branch reconstruction.  Once the transfer is executed, this will consolidate the City’s 
ownership of the entire site, which will assist with obtaining planning and building 
approvals.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
The City Librarian recommends that the Toronto Public Library Board: 
 
1. approves the transfer of the ownership interest held by Toronto Public Library 

Board in the property known municipally as 416 Dawes Road, to the City of 
Toronto; 
 

2. approves the consolidation of the properties known municipally as 414 Dawes 
Road, 416 Dawes Road and 82 Chapman Avenue into one roll number and one 
property identification number (PIN); 

 
3. authorizes the City Librarian to act on its behalf to execute the title transfer and 

any ancillary documents. 
 

15. 
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FINANCIAL IMPACT 
 
There is minimal financial impact related to the registration costs to transfer 
ownership. 
 
The Director, Finance & Treasurer has reviewed this financial impact statement and 
agrees with it. 
 
DECISION HISTORY  
 
At its meeting held on October 2, 3 and 4, 2017, City Council adopted the 
recommendations contained within Staff Report GM 22.29 titled "Purchase of 
Residential Units - 414 Dawes Road" granting authority to City staff to negotiate the 
acquisition of all eight residential condominium units at 414 Dawes Road for the 
proposed consideration as outlined within the confidential attachment to the report. 
http://app.toronto.ca/tmmis/viewAgendaItemHistory.do?item=2017.GM22.29 
 
Between December, 2017 and March, 2018, the purchase transactions for 
condominium units 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, and 8 were completed by the City of Toronto. 
 
In November, 2018, the purchase transaction for 82 Chapman Ave. was completed by 
the City of Toronto. 
 
On April 25, 2019, condominium units 1 and 6 were expropriated by the City of 
Toronto. 
 
ISSUE BACKGROUND 
 
Despite improvements achieved since amalgamation, the building at 416 Dawes Road 
continues to be a serious facilities maintenance problem. TPL has continued to make 
minor renovations in order to keep the branch open and operational, and provide staff 
time to assist in property management. In 2016 the Library and the City of Toronto 
made the decision to redevelop the site at 416 Dawes Road as a stand-alone library 
facility.  The City of Toronto currently owns all eight condominium units situated above 
the branch as well as the property directly behind and to the west of the branch. 
 
Under the City’s model of centralized real estate authorities, the Board has no 
authority to procure, develop or amend ownership for real estate without Council 
approval. 
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COMMENTS 
 
Transferring ownership of the Dawes Road branch to the City of Toronto will effectively 
consolidate ownership of the entire site that will be redeveloped.  This will result in one 
roll number and one PIN (property identification number) for the entire site, which will 
simplify the application process for permits, property tax exemption, and billing for 
services such as utilities. 
 
TPL will be responsible for constructing the new branch and will also have jurisdictional 
ownership of the site while the City will have legal ownership of the site. 
 
As part of the planning for the project, TPL is assessing the potential for other partners 
on the site.  An architect will be hired in 2020 and construction is scheduled to begin in 
2022. 
 
CONTACT 
 
Larry Hughsam; Director, Finance and Treasurer; Tel:416-397-5946; 
Email: lhughsam@torontopubliclibrary.ca 
 
SIGNATURE 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Vickery Bowles 
City Librarian 

mailto:lhughsam@torontopubliclibrary.ca
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