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Definition 

“ Open Data is data that can be freely used, reused and redistributed 
by anyone, subject only, at most, to the requirement to attribute and 
sharealike” – The Open Data Handbook

Background on Open Data 



Open Data Policy

The Policy establishes the Library’s commitment to:

• Open Data practices which facilitate access to high quality data sets for 
public use

• Utilize the TPL Open Data hub to allow for Library data to be available

• Focussing on: transparency, accountability, and in the interest of the 
public good



Revisions to the Open Data Policy reflect the values of the City of Toronto’s 
recently adopted Open Data Master Plan.

Key updates to the policy include:

• Revised open data principles

• Acknowledgement of the Library’s Open Government Licence for use of 
data 

• Greater focus on co-development and collaboration with the open data 
community

Open Data Policy Revisions



Digital Strategy Alignment 

TPL’s open data portfolio is supported by TPL’s Digital Strategy. 

Key achievements to date include:

• A new Data Governance process that enables better management of data 
and its access 

• The adoption of a new data quality tool 

• A new TPL Data Hub and Business Intelligence tool to facilitate access and 
analysis of TPL data 



Open Data Portal 

Introduction 

The concept of Open Da ta is part of a growing global movement to make public 

informa t ion more accessible . Providing information to the public through Open Da ta 

programs are intended to lead to more accessible, accountable and transpa rent 

government. 

Toron to Public Library has released datasets on this pa,ge under the Library's Open 

Data policy. Under this policy, Library data is made available license free and free of 

charge. 

Members of the public may request the release of additional data sets. Staff will 

as~ess requests based on the criteria in the policy of a) public demand, b) value to the 

library sector including academia and c) resources required to extract and format 

data. A request can be made using our Contact Us page. 

Lib rary Data 



Toronto Open Data Catalogue



Staff Development



Open Data Partnerships



Open Data Hackathons



Welcoming to All



Open Data Book Club



Toronto Open Data Community Hub



GO Open Data 2019  



Open Government Celebration



Contact Information:

Elizabeth Glass
Director, Policy, Planning & Performance Management
eglass@torontopubliclibrary.ca

Pam Ryan
Director, Service Development and Innovation
pryan@torontopubliclibrary.ca

Questions?


