Attachment 1

Materials Review Committee
Reconsideration of Materials Summary — 2012

Date Item Description Summary of Customer Findings and Action Taken

Comments
Feb. | Woyzeck DVD cover depicts The film is based on a historically-important and well-known
2012 violence against women German play.

Directed by Werner and might be seen by The storyline condemns rather than condones violence as

Herzog, 1979 children Woyzeck himself is the victim of violence, resulting in the

Adult Feature Video Violent content insanity that leads him to commit murder.

Remove from Werner Herzog is an award-winning director of both feature
collection films and documentaries.
The DVD is housed in the adult collection.
Retained in the adult collection
April | Date Rape: A Racist This U.S.-made educational video, while well-intentioned,
2012 | Violation of Trust Remove from reinforces stereotypes and lacks diversity and is, therefore, not
collection appropriate as an educational tool in Toronto’s multiracial and

Produced by multicultural environment.

Cambridge Educational The accuracy, clarity and logic of the information is flawed as

Productions, 2007 information on date rape is confused with stranger rape and is

Agjult Educational inconsistently presented.

Video The Library has found alternate DVDs and books to replace it
and continues to search for more accurate and culturally-
appropriate videos on the topic.

Withdrawn from the collection
May | Hard and Fast Pornographic This collection of sexually-themed short stories featuring gay
2012 Remove from characters was selected as erotic fiction, which the Library does

Written by Sean Wolfe,
Kensington Publishing
Corporation, 2011
Adult Book

collection

collect for all audiences.

The committee agreed that the book is erotic fiction and to
exclude this category of material would mean the loss of
classics like Lawrence’s Lady Chatterley’s Lover, Miller’s
Tropic of Cancer and contemporary titles like Jong’s Fear of
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Flying and James’ Fifty Shades of Grey.

The Library’s collections reflect the diverse and changing
interests of the people of Toronto and there is a growing
demand for and mainstream acceptance of erotic fiction,
although it still makes up a very small percentage of the
Library’s collection.

Retained in the adult collection

Oct.
2012

The Politically
Incorrect Guide to
Islam (and the
Crusades)

Written by Robert
Spencer, Regnery
Publishing, 2005

Presents distorted
image of Islam
Promotes Islamaphobia
Remove from
collection

Sent list of alternate
titles on Islam all of
which were already
held by Library

Author is a well-known polemical figure and best-selling
conservative author; this title was on the NYT bestseller list.
Regnery is an important conservative publisher and its
Politically Incorrect Guide series aims to present views counter
to the “liberal elites” on a wide variety of subjects.

Does present views critical of Islam but balanced by other
material in the Library’s collection of over 3,000 titles on Islam
and the Crusades.

Inclusion in collection reflects the Materials Selection Policy
and support of intellectual freedom which guarantees access to
all expressions of knowledge and intellectual activity.
Retained in the adult collection




