
        
 
 
To: Toronto Public Library Board – April 18, 2006 
 
From: City Librarian 
 
Subject: Naming of the Black and Caribbean Heritage Collection at Toronto Public 

Library 
 
Purpose: 
 
To seek Toronto Public Library Board approval for naming the Black and Caribbean Heritage 
Collection at Toronto Public Library “Rita Cox Black and Caribbean Heritage Collection”. 
 
Funding Implications and Impact Statement: 
 
Funds for the Black and Caribbean Heritage Collection are part of the operating budget for 
Library materials.  
 
Recommendation: 
 
It is recommended that Toronto Public Library Board approve the naming of the Black and 
Caribbean Heritage Collection at Toronto Public Library “Rita Cox Black and Caribbean 
Heritage Collection”. 
 
Background: 
 
At the January 16, 2006 Board meeting, Itah Sadu and Denise Herrera-Jackson, Committee 
Members, Committee in Support of the Naming of the Black and Caribbean Heritage Collection 
at the Toronto Public Library, addressed the Board regarding a request that the Black and 
Caribbean Heritage Collection at the Toronto Public Library be named for Dr. Rita Cox.  
 
Subsequent to the Board meeting, staff met with members of the Committee to discuss suitable 
recognition for Dr. Cox.   
 
Comments: 
 
Rita Cox joined the Toronto Public Library in 1960 as a children’s librarian at Boys & Girls 
House.  In 1972, Rita moved to the Parkdale branch, becoming the Branch Head in 1974.  She 
remained at Parkdale until her retirement in 1995.  
 
In 1973, Dr. Cox established the Black Heritage and West Indian Resource Collection at 
Parkdale branch.  As the Collection grew in size and importance, it became a vital resource for 
students, researchers, writers and library users throughout Toronto, Canada and internationally, 
as well as a source of pride in the community and in TPL. 
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After amalgamation, the Collection was renamed the Black and Caribbean Heritage Collection. It 
is currently located in four branches: Parkdale, York Woods, Cedarbrae and Maria A. Shchuka.  
The Parkdale collection consists of approximately 8,800 items of print materials, both adult and 
children’s.  In addition, there are videos, CDs and a small number of periodical subscriptions.  
The collections at York Woods, Cedarbrae and Maria A. Shchuka, established in 1984, 1989 and 
2003 respectively, together account for another 7,500 items, for a Collection total of 16,300. 
 
During the staff discussion with members of the Committee, there was agreement with naming 
the Black and Caribbean Heritage Collection in honour of Dr. Cox.   
 
The Committee is also looking at establishing the Rita Cox Endowment Fund to support the 
Collection in the coming years and has initiated discussions with the Toronto Public Library 
Foundation. An endowment would provide value-added funding support for the Collection.  The 
Committee also expressed interest in naming the Parkdale Branch Auditorium after Dr. Cox.  It 
was agreed that consideration of this last matter would best take place after a naming policy, 
currently under development, is completed and approved by the Board. 
 
There have been discussions about a suitable event to announce the naming of the Black and 
Caribbean Heritage Collection in honour of Dr. Cox.  The Board will be provided with details 
when they are known. 
 
Conclusion: 
 
The naming of the Black and Caribbean Heritage Collection in honour of Dr. Rita Cox is an 
appropriate recognition of her role as its original founder.  Establishment of an endowment will 
highlight and support the collection in the coming years. 
 
Contact: 
 
Anne Bailey; Director, Branches; Tel: 416-397-5944; Fax: 416-393-7083;  
E-mail: abailey@torontopubliclibrary.ca 
Nancy Chavner; Director, South/West Region; Tel: 416-394-5005; Fax: 416-394-5009;  
E-mail: nchavner@torontopubliclibrary.ca 
Heather Rumball; President, Toronto Public Library Foundation; Tel: 416-393-7134;  
Fax: 416- 397-5999; E-mail: hrumball@torontopubliclibrary.ca 
 
 
 
 
 
Josephine Bryant 
City Librarian 
 
List of Attachments: 
 
Not applicable. 


