
Chief Librarians, Directors and Chief Executive Officers  
of the Public Libraries amalgamated on 1 January 1998  
to form the Toronto Public Library 

Toronto Public Library  Established 3 January 1883 
James Bain  June 1883 - May 1908
George H. Locke  November 1908 - January 1937
Charles R Sanderson  February 1937 - June 1956
H. C. (Harry) Campbell  September 1956 - February 1978
E. Les Fowlie  December 1978 - February 1993
Gabriele Lundeen  March 1993 – January 1998 

York Public Library  Established 15 January 1945

Evelyn Gregory  April 1945 - January 1969
M. Loretto McGarry  January 1969 - December 1974
Bohus Derer  January 1975 - August 1997 

East York Public Library  Established 18 March 1946

Dorothy Ashbridge  April 1950 - June 1965
Bohus Derer  June 1965 – December 1974
David Skene Melvin   March 1975 - June 1975
Madeleine (Madge) Aalto   August 1975 – December 1984
Bey L. Grieve  February 1985 - March 1994
Alice Lorriman  April 1994 - January 1998 

Etobicoke Public Library  Established 10 January 1950

Betty D. Hardie  August 1950 - July 1979
Nancy M. Hall  September 1979 - June 1990
Jennifer C. Milne  June 1990 – January 1998 

North York Public Library  Established 3 January 1955

G. M. (Margaret) Dean  January 1955 - October 1955
William L. Graff  November 1955 - October 1962
John E. Dutton  July 1963 - March 1977
Gordon C. Barhydt  April 1977 - May 1981
Jean Orpwood  October 1981 - March 1988
Josephine Bryant  June 1988 - January 1998 

Scarborough Public Library  Established 18 August 1955

Roberta Gilbank  15 August 1955 - December 1963
A. (Albert) W. Bowron  September 1964 - June 1969
Helen Peterson  July 1969 - August 1975
Peter J. Bassnett  October 1975 - July 1995
Ann S. Eddie  August 1995 - January 1998 

Metropolitan Toronto Library  Established 1 January 1967

John T. Parkhill  January 1968 - December 1980
Donald F. Meadows  August 1981 - August 1986
Frances Schwenger  October 1986 – January 1998

City Librarians of Toronto Public Library  
(which was created through amalgamation 1998)

Toronto
 Public
 Library Public Library

North York

IN RECOGNITION OF the innovative and strong leadership in 
creating outstanding library service for the residents of Toronto

Josephine Bryant April 1998 – July 2008

Jane Pyper September 2008 – June 2014
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