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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 1: Monday, January 19, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 

 
 

Members Present: 

Mr. Matthew Church (Chair) 
Ms. Eman Ahmed (Vice Chair) 
Councillor Paul Ainslie 
Mr. Adam Chaleff-Freudenthaler 
Councillor Janet Davis 
Ms. Ann Decter 
Ms. Tina Edan 
Ms. Kathy Gallagher Ross  
Mr. Okeima Lawrence 
Councillor Chin Lee 
Councillor Anthony Perruzza 
Councillor Adam Vaughan 
Ms. Kate Wilson 
 

Regrets: 

None 
 

 

 

09-001 Call to Order 

 Jane Pyper, City Librarian and Secretary to the Board, called the meeting to order 
at 6:00 p.m. 

 
 

09-002 Election of Chair of the Board 

 Jane Pyper called for nominations for the Chair of the Toronto Public Library 
Board for January – December 2009. 

 
 Moved by K. Gallagher Ross, seconded by Councillor Ainslie, and carried: 

 That:  
 1. Matthew Church be nominated for Chair. 

 
 Matthew Church agreed to stand for election. 

 

4. 
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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 1: Monday, January 15, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 

 

 Election of Chair of the Board – continued 
 There being no further nominations, it was: 
 Moved by Councillor Ainslie, seconded by A. Chaleff-Freudenthaler, and carried: 

 That:  
 1. nominations be closed. 
 
 Jane Pyper declared Matthew Church duly elected Chair of the Toronto Public 

Library Board for January - December 2009 by acclamation. 
  
 Matthew Church assumed the Chair. 
 
 
 
 
 

09-003 Election of Vice-Chair of the Board 
 Matthew Church called for nominations for the Vice-Chair of the Toronto Public 

Library Board for January – December 2009. 
 
 Moved by Councillor Ainslie, seconded by K. Wilson, and carried: 

 That: 
 1. Eman Ahmed be nominated for Vice-Chair. 

 
 Moved by A. Chaleff-Freudenthaler, seconded by K. Gallagher Ross, and carried: 

 That: 
 1. Okeima Lawrence be nominated for Vice-Chair. 

 
 There being no further nominations, it was: 
 Moved by Councillor Ainslie, seconded by A. Chaleff Freudenthaler, and carried: 

 That:  
 1. nominations be closed. 
 
 As a result of a vote, Matthew Church declared Eman Ahmed duly elected Vice-

Chair of the Toronto Public Library Board for January – December 2009 by 
majority vote. 
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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 1: Monday, January 15, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 
 

09-004 Selection of Committee, Board Representatives and Association Members – 2009 

and Revisions to Terms of Reference 

 Moved by Councillor Ainslie, seconded by A. Chaleff-Freudenthaler, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. appoints the following Library Board member representatives to the 

following internal and external committees for 2009: 

 a. Employee and Labour Relations Committee: 

 Adam Chaleff-Freudenthaler, Matthew Church (Ex Officio) 

Councillor Janet Davis, Ann Decter and Councillor Chin Lee. 

 b. Naming Committee: 

 Eman Ahmed, Councillor Paul Ainslie, Matthew Church (Ex 

Officio), Kate Wilson, Councillor Adam Vaughan. 

 c. City Librarian’s Annual Performance Review Committee: 

 Matthew Church, Eman Ahmed, Councillor Paul Ainslie. 

 d. Budget Reference Group: 

 Eman Ahmed, Adam Chaleff-Freudenthaler, Councillor Paul 

Ainslie, Matthew Church, Councillor Janet Davis, Kathy Gallagher 

Ross, 

 e. City of Toronto Children’s Services Advisory Committee: 

 Ann Decter. 

 f. Federation of Ontario Public Libraries: 

 Matthew Church and Kathy Gallagher Ross. 

 2. requests that Tina Edan’s participation in the Toronto Public Library 

Celebrates Reading Award Nomination Committee continues until 

completion of the re-evaluation of the award; 

 3. approves revisions in the Preparation of Agenda sections of the Terms of 

Reference of the Employee and Labour Relations and Naming committees 

to be consistent with Board meeting timelines; and 

 4. approves revisions to the Naming Committee’s mandate as provided in the 

Terms of Reference to include making recommendations regarding 

approval of naming opportunities to the Library Board. 

 
 
 

09-005 Declarations of Conflicts of Interest 
 There were no Declarations of Conflicts of Interest by members of the Library 

Board. 
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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 1: Monday, January 15, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 
 

 

09-006 Approval of Agenda 
 Moved by K. Wilson, seconded by K. Gallagher Ross, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board approves the agenda as revised to: 

 1. move Agenda Item No. 10 – Presentations to immediately before Agenda 

Item No. 16 – Eating and Drinking in the Library – Update. 

 
 

09-007 Confirmation of December 15, 2008 Toronto Public Library Board Meeting 

Minutes 
 Moved by Councillor Ainslie, seconded by Councillor Lee, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. confirms the Minutes of the December 15, 2008 Toronto Public Library 

Board meeting. 

 
 

09-008 Business Arising 

 There were no Business Arising items at the January 19, 2009 meeting. 
 
 

09-009 Chair’s Report 

Matthew Church noted the following: 
 1. referred Board members to the Chair’s Report distributed at the meeting; 
 2. expressed appreciation to Kathy Gallagher Ross and Okeima Lawrence for 

their service as Chair and Vice Chair of the Board in 2008; 
3. indicated his aim to run efficient, convivial meetings with a focus on 

achieving consensus; 
4. indicated his interest in working with Board members and staff as the work 

of the 2008 – 2011 strategic plan unfolds; 
5. expressed appreciation to Board members and staff for their support. 

 
 

09-010 Communications 
 There were no Communications items at the January 19, 2009 meeting. 
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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 1: Monday, January 15, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 
 

Items for Approval: 

09-011 Scarborough Centre Library Branch – Update 

 Moved by Councillor Ainslie, seconded by Councillor Lee, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. approves continuing work towards locating the Scarborough Centre 

Branch at 150 Borough Drive; 

 2. requests that the City of Toronto continue to include the Toronto Public 

Library’s interest in the development plan of the Bushby site in the nearby 

McCowan Precinct until such time as the development of a library at 150 

Borough Drive is confirmed; and 

 3. forwards this report to the Scarborough Community Council. 

 Moved in amendment by Councillor Vaughan, seconded by A. Chaleff-

Freudenthaler, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. requests the Toronto Transit Commission to explore the feasibility of 

providing a transit stop at the site of a new library branch and requests 

staff to forward a copy of this communication to the Scarborough 

Community Council. 

 

09-012 Toronto Public Library Board – 2009 Meeting Schedule 

 Moved by Councillor Ainslie, seconded by O. Lawrence, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. approves the 2009 Meeting Schedule. 

 

Items for Information: 

09-013 Toronto Public Library Foundation – Overview  

Janet McKelvey, Chair; Richard Boxer, Vice Chair; Toronto Public Library 
Foundation Board and Joe Berridge, Governors’ Council, provided the Board with 
the following information concerning the Foundation: 
1. the mission of the Foundation to raise additional funds for the Library; 
2. the history of the Foundation, including its relationship with the Toronto 

Public Library; 
3. the successes of the Foundation that have resulted in raising $33 million 

since 1997; 
4. the three key priority areas in its strategic focus:  friend raising, 

fundraising, and awareness raising; and 
5. the Foundation’s 2009 strategic initiatives which include the annual 

campaign, the TRL capital campaign, and awareness raising. 
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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 1: Monday, January 15, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 

 

 Toronto Public Library Foundation – Overview – continued 
Matthew Church expressed appreciation to the Foundation for their outstanding 
efforts and support to the Library Board. 

 

 Moved by O. Lawrence, seconded by Councillor Vaughan, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. receives the Toronto Public Library Foundation – Overview verbal report 

for information. 

 
 
 

09-014 2009 Operating Budget – Update 

 Jane Pyper advised the Board that staff is awaiting information from the City 
concerning the recommended budget target for the Library. 

 

 Moved by Councillor Perruzza, seconded by K. Gallagher Ross, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

1. receives the 2009 Operating Budget - Update verbal report for 
information. 

 
 
 

09-015 Presentations 

 Ms. Elizabeth McRae, Librarian, Business Information Centre, Toronto Reference 
Library addressed the Board regarding Eating and Drinking in the Library (see 
Resolution No. 09-016).  She distributed a package of materials to Board 
members, including a petition signed by 138 staff currently working at the 
Toronto Reference Library.  She outlined her concerns regarding the potential 
damage to rare materials that the Board’s policy to allow eating and drinking in 
the Library has on TPL’s research and reference collections. 

 
 Moved by Councillor Perruzza, seconded by O. Lawrence, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. receives the presentation of Ms. Elizabeth McRae concerning Eating and 

Drinking in the Library for information. 
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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 1: Monday, January 15, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 
 

09-016 Eating and Drinking in the Library – Update 

 Moved by O. Lawrence, seconded by Councillor Vaughan, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. receives the Eating and Drinking in the Library – Update report for 

information. 

 Moved in amendment by Councillor Perruzza, seconded by K. Gallagher Ross, 

and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. requests staff to review the Rules of Conduct Policy every two years and to 

monitor the policy on an on-going basis. 

 Moved in amendment by Councillor Davis, seconded by A. Chaleff-

Freudenthaler, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. requests staff to continue to review rare and valuable materials that are 

accessible with a view to better protect them or to reallocate them to 

special collections. 

 
 

09-017 Teen Fines and Fees Forgiveness Program 

 Moved by Councillor Davis, seconded by Kathy Gallagher Ross, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. receives the Teen Fines and Fees Forgiveness Program report for 

information. 

 
 

09-018 Closed Meeting 

At 8:00 p.m., it was: 
 Moved by K. Gallagher Ross, seconded by K. Wilson, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. conducts a Closed meeting as the subject matter being considered is labour 

relations or employee negotiations. 

 
 
At 8:20 p.m. the Board resumed its meeting in public. 
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Toronto Public Library Board 

Meeting No. 1: Monday, January 15, 2009, from 6:00 p.m. to 8:20 p.m. 

Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 

 
 

 Confirmation of Closed Meeting Decisions 

09-019 Labour Relations – Update 

 Moved by Councillor Davis, seconded by A. Chaleff-Freudenthaler, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. receives the confidential Labour Relations – Update verbal report for 

information; and 

 2. recommends that the confidential information provided in the Labour 

Relations – Update verbal report not be made public as it may have an 

impact on labour relations. 

 Recorded Vote Requested: 

Yes – 13 
Eman Ahmed, Councillor Paul Ainslie, Adam Chaleff-
Freudenthaler, Matthew Church, Councillor Janet Davis, 
Ann Decter, Tina Edan, Kathy Gallagher Ross, Okeima 
Lawrence, Councillor Chin Lee, Councillor Anthony 
Perruzza, Councillor Adam Vaughan, Kate Wilson 

No – 0 

 
 
 
 

09-020 Adjournment 

 Moved by T. Edan, seconded by O. Lawrence, and carried: 

 That the Toronto Public Library Board: 

 1. adjourns the January 19, 2009 Toronto Public Library Board meeting. 

 
 
 
 
The meeting ended at 8:20 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 Signed:   


