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Toronto Public Library Board 
Meeting No. 8: Monday, September 26, 2005, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:12 p.m. 
Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 
 
 
Members Present: 
Ms. Gillian Mason (Chair) 
Mr. Bill Booth (Vice-Chair) 
Councillor Gay Cowbourne 
Councillor Janet Davis 
Dr. Kathy Gallagher Ross 
Mr. Murthy Ghandikota 
Mr. Okeima Lawrence 
Councillor Kyle Rae 
Councillor Karen Stintz 
Councillor Sylvia Watson 
Ms. Kate Wilson 
 
 
Regrets: 
Louise Aspin 
Matthew Church 
 

 

 
 
05-141 Call to Order 
 Gillian Mason called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
05-142 Approval of Agenda 
 Moved by M. Ghandikota, seconded by Councillor Rae, and carried: 
 That the agenda, as revised to include two additional communication items – 

(c) and (d) in Agenda Item #9 – Communications, be approved. 
 
 
 
05-143 Declarations of Interest 
 There were no Declarations of Interest by members of the Library Board. 
 

4. 
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Toronto Reference Library, Beeton Auditorium, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto 
 
 
05-144 Approval of June 6, 2005 Toronto Public Library Board Meeting Minutes 
 Moved by K. Gallagher-Ross, seconded by B. Booth, and carried: 

That the minutes of the June 6, 2005 Toronto Public Library Board meeting be 
approved. 

 
 
05-145 Approval of July 21, 2005 Toronto Public Library Board Meeting Minutes 
 Moved by Councillor Rae, seconded by M. Ghandikota, and carried: 

That the minutes of the July 21, 2005 Toronto Public Library Board meeting be 
approved. 

 
 
05-146 Business Arising 
 There were no Business Arising items for the meeting. 
 
 
05-147 Chair’s Report 
 (1) The 2005 TD Summer Reading Club was once again a successful 

endeavour for the Library.  The space theme and artwork by Ange 
Zhang were particularly popular with boys.  

 (2) Also over the summer, outreach workers of Settlement and Education 
Partnerships in Toronto (SEPT) worked in 29 Library branches; English 
Can Be Fun was available in 25 branches; and Kids@Computers 
provided computer skills to kids in 1,100 families. 

 (3) The archives of Groundwood Books were presented to TPL’s Osborne 
Collection, immediately before House of Anansi Press acquired the 
company – a valuable donation to the Library. 

 (4) TD Bank Financial Group confirmed it will be the Presenting Sponsor 
for the Toronto Public Library Foundation’s new gala fundraising event, 
The Book Lover’s Ball.  This event will take place on February 16, 2006, 
as part of Keep Toronto Reading month; TPL Board members are 
invited to attend. 

 (5) During the summer, circulation at the recently renovated Runnymede 
branch increased by 25 percent over two years ago. 

 (6) David Lammy, Britain’s Minister of Culture, Media and Sport and his 
staff recently toured the Reference Library and the St. James Town 
Branch.  Minister Lammy wants to champion library service in Britain, 
and was keen to learn about TPL’s service successes.   
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 Chair’s Report - continued 
 (7) Bill Booth, Vice Chair and Linda Mackenzie, Director, Research and 

Reference Libraries, recently attended the Ontario Ministry of Culture 
Dialogue with Library Leaders.  The Minister and her staff are 
consulting with trustees and staff regarding new and emerging needs for 
public library services as well as how Ministry resources can best meet 
those needs. 

 (8) TPL participated at the Word on the Street event on September 25 with 
the assistance of Library Friends and staff. 

 (9) After a closure of eight months, the Long Branch Library will open on 
September 27.  Architect Bruce Stratton used Art Deco features both in 
the exterior and interior design of the branch.  The branch is fully 
accessible with 3,000 new items added.  Also offered are a new, 
bookable meeting room along with a new teen area. 

 (10) 10 Days to Show the World – a celebration of the 30th anniversary of the 
Toronto Film Festival – is on display at the TD Gallery at the Toronto 
Reference Library in September and October. 

 (11) Ontario Public Library Week is scheduled for October 17 – 24, 2005.  
TPL will participate by highlighting to the public the Library’s services 
to youth during this period. 

 (12) TPL, in conjunction with Annick Press, recently published Research Ate 
My Brain: The Panic-Proof Guide to Surviving Homework.  The 
publication received a positive review in The Globe and Mail. 

 (13) TPL staff were recently interviewed on CityTV’s Breakfast Television 
regarding our local history portal Historicity.   

 (14) In addition to a line-up of author visits and other programs scheduled at 
TPL branches in the fall, Roch Carrier will be presenting the Harper 
Collins Lecture on the importance of reading for children on 
November 2 at TRL during TD Canadian Children’s Book Week. 

 
Moved by B. Booth, seconded by Councillor Rae, and carried: 
That the Chair’s Report be received for information. 

 
 
 
05-148 Presentations 

 There were no presentations for the September 26, 2005 meeting. 
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05-149 Communications 
 Moved by K. Gallagher-Ross, seconded by M. Ghandikota, and carried: 
 That the Toronto Public Library Board receive Communication Items (a) – (d) 

for information: 
 

(a) Letter to Josephine Bryant, City Librarian, dated August 7, 2005, from 
Madeleine Meilleur, Minister of Culture, advising of the Ministry of 
Culture’s approval of the Toronto Public Library’s annual operating 
grant in the total amount of $4,127,362. 

 
(b) Letter to Madeleine Meilleur, Minister of Culture, dated September 19, 

2005, from Josephine Bryant, City Librarian, expressing the Toronto 
Public Library’s appreciation for the Ministry’s annual operating grant in 
the total amount of $4,127,362. 

 
(c) Report to the Toronto Public Library Board from Councillor Janet Davis, 

Toronto Public Library Board member, received on September 21, 2005 
concerning the 2005 American Library Association Conference in 
Chicago, June 23 – 26, 2005. 

 
(d) Report to the Toronto Public Library Board from Okeima Lawrence, 

Toronto Public Library Board member, dated September 23, 2005 
concerning the 2005 Canadian Library Association Conference in 
Calgary, June 15 – 18, 2005. 

 
 
Items for Information: 
05-150 Research and Reference Services at Toronto Public Library 

Linda Mackenzie, Director, Research and Reference, provided an overview of 
research and reference services available at Toronto Public Library.   
 

 Moved by Councillor Watson, seconded by K. Gallagher-Ross, and carried: 
That the Toronto Public Library Board receive the staff presentation on 
Research and Reference Services at the Toronto Public Library for information. 
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05-151 2005 Ontario Public Library Week and Toronto Public Library Youth Campaign 
 Moved by Councillor Rae, seconded by B. Booth, and carried: 

That the Toronto Public Library Board receive the 2005 Ontario Public Library 
Week and Toronto Public Library Youth Campaign report for information. 

 
 
 
05-152 Federation of Ontario Public Libraries Update   
 Moved by Councillor Stintz, seconded by B. Booth, and carried: 

That the Toronto Public Library Board receive the Federation of Ontario 
Public Libraries Update report for information. 

 
 
 
05-153 2004 Annual Performance Measures and 2005 Semi-Annual Strategic Plan Update  
 Moved by Councillor Cowbourne, seconded by O. Lawrence, and carried: 

That the Toronto Public Library Board receive the report 2004 Annual 
Performance Measures and 2005 Semi-Annual Strategic Plan Update for 
information. 

 
 
 
05-154 Operating Budget Monitoring Report – Second Quarter, June 30, 2005  
 Moved by M. Ghandikota, seconded by Councillor Watson, and carried: 

That the Toronto Public Library Board receive the Operating Budget 
Monitoring Report – Second Quarter, June 30, 2005 report for information. 

 
 
 
Items for Approval: 
05-155 2006 – 2010 Capital Budget Submission  

Jane Pyper, Acting City Librarian, presented an overview of Toronto Public 
Library’s 2006 – 2010 Capital Budget Submission. 
 

 Moved by M. Ghandikota, seconded by B. Booth, and carried: 
That the Toronto Public Library Board adopt the 2006 – 2010 Capital Budget 
Submission, which was provided to the City for discussion and consideration. 
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05-156 Youth Incentive Program – Teen Forgiveness Fines and Fees Waiver Pilot 

Project 
 Moved by O. Lawrence, seconded by Councillor Stintz, and carried: 

That Toronto Public Library Board: 
 
(1) approve the implementation of a three-month teen forgiveness fines and 

fees waiver pilot project beginning in October 2005; and 
 
(2) request that staff report back to the Board on the completion of the pilot 

project with an analysis of its success and a proposal for continued 
incentives to encourage use of the Library by youth. 

 
 
05-157 Other Business 
 There were no Other Business items for the September 26, 2005 meeting. 
 
 
05-158 Closed Meeting 

At 7:00 p.m., it was: 
Moved by Councillor Cowbourne, seconded by M. Ghandikota, and carried: 
That the Toronto Public Library Board conduct a Closed meeting as the subject 
matters being considered concern labour relations or employee negotiations. 

 
 
05-159 Adoption of Closed Meeting Actions 

Moved by Councillor Watson, seconded by K. Gallagher-Ross, and carried: 
That the Toronto Public Library Board adopt the actions taken in the 
September 26, 2005 Closed meeting. 

 
 
05-160 Adjournment 
 Moved by M. Ghandikota, seconded by K. Gallagher-Ross, and carried: 
 That the September 26, 2005 Toronto Public Library Board meeting be 

adjourned. 
 
 
The meeting ended at 7:12 p.m. 
 
 
 Signed:   


