
March 26, 2001

New Board Members
The newly appointed Board members Mr. William Booth, Ms. Marjorie Stephenson, Mr. Mark Nightingale and Mr. Meyer
Brownstone were welcomed.

2001 Operating Budget – Status Report
The City Librarian reviewed for the Board the 2001 budget process to date including the outcome of the review with the Budget
Advisory Committee on March 26, 2001. The Budget Advisory Committee asked the Library Board to consider the impact of a 3.3
percent increase over the Library’s 2000 Adjusted Base Operating Budget and to report to the Committee on its recommendations.

This recommendation requires a reduction of $3.2 million to the Library’s 2001 budget submission including $464,600 in 
further service reductions. The Budget Advisory Committee directed the Board to look at options to achieve the $464,600 in 
savings without reducing library collections or branch hours.

It was moved and carried that:
(1) The Toronto Public Library Board communicate to the Budget Advisory Committee its appreciation of the Committee’s

recognition of the Library’s Operating Budget pressures, especially with respect to Pay Equity; and 
(2) The Library Board is committed to achieving $233,000 in further reductions through reduced staffing for the beginning and

the end of the Sunday season and through the annualization of savings in program adjustments; and 
(3) The Library Board will make every effort to achieve the additional $231,600 requested by the Budget Advisory Committee by

means of a thorough review of branch hour and library collection reductions, and, if a further review of non-program areas
identifies any further possible efficiencies, these will be used to offset possible service reductions.

2001 – 2005 Capital Budget
The City Librarian reported the following information concerning the Budget Advisory Committee’s response to the Library’s
Capital Budget presentation:
(a) The St. James Town New Construction project has been deferred to 2002 with the exception of $150,000 for design costs for

the project.
(b) The renovations to the Runnymede, McGregor Park, Long Branch and Beaches branches have been deferred until 2002. The

Committee has requested visits to the Runnymede, McGregor Park, Long Branch and Beaches branches for Committee 
members.

(c) The theatre component of the Malvern renovation has been removed from the project.

It was also moved and carried that:
(1) The Toronto Public Library Board communicate to the Budget Advisory Committee its concerns regarding the deferral of the

capital budget renovations for the Runnymede, McGregor Park, Long Branch and Beaches branches especially relating to State
of Good Repair issues, and that 

(2) The Toronto Public Library Board welcomes the opportunity to provide the members of the Budget Advisory Committee
with a tour of the Runnymede, McGregor Park, Long Branch and Beaches branches.

Official Mark for Historicity: Toronto Then and Now and SmallBizXpress: Information for Ontario
Staff were authorized to take necessary steps to register official marks for these new gateways.

Next meeting: Monday, April 30, 2001

Library Board Highlights

Shelf Life is published 10 times a year by the Toronto Public Library

Board, 789 Yonge Street, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4W 2G8.

Marketing & Communications Office: 416-393-7117.

The Toronto Public Library Board meets monthly from September through June at 

the Toronto Reference Library, 789 Yonge Street. Meetings are open to the public.

The Library Board includes eight citizen members and seven City Councillors.
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Tour the Virtual
Reference Library 
In addition to the library’s catalogue,
with its 12 million items online,
Toronto Public Library maintains the
Virtual Reference Library (VRL), a
24-hour online research tool that
helps you find the information you
need from the millions of sites on the
Internet.

The ‘Library Resources’ section
includes indexes and research tools,
subject guides developed by library
staff, and online databases. The
‘Search the Internet’ section offers the
best of the World Wide Web, with
links to over12,000 Internet sites in 22
subject categories and four specialized
gateways (see page 2 for details).

Now, a new icon on the VRL home-
page links users to a fun, two-minute
animated trip through the VRL. The
tour clarifies what the Virtual
Reference Library is, introduces the
graphic elements of the VRL and
explains what each area features. The
tour is interactive, allowing users to
go directly into any VRL element or
service as it is presented. Sound
enhances the tour.
(http://vrl.tpl.toronto.on.ca)

All the world’s a page 
at Toronto Public Library
Finding news from around the world just got a little easier thanks to
NewsConnect, the latest Internet gateway from the Toronto Public Library.

NewsConnect provides over 1,000 links to online newspapers and research
tools from around the world in different languages, including those written in
non-western scripts such as Chinese, Greek and Arabic.

Bosnian journalist Gordana Knezevic was the keynote speaker at the
NewsConnect launch on March 1, which took place during Freedom to Read
Week. City Librarian Josephine Bryant was also on hand, and highlighted the
library’s critical role in supporting freedom of expression by providing free and
easy access to information in all formats. “Whether your interests lie in checking
local news or keeping up with current events from around the world,
NewsConnect can help you find what you are looking for,” she said.

Sponsored by The Toronto Star, in one of the library’s partnerships with the
private sector, NewsConnect is the fourth gateway on the Virtual Reference
Library. (http://vrl.tpl.toronto.on.ca)

“Getting the news in your own language is like providing 
chicken soup for the immigrant soul.” Bosnian journalist, Gordana Knezevic
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Kids immerse themselves in Bob Chamberlain’s A Taste of Magic, a popular 
March Break program at Maryvale branch library. Over 16,000 kids enjoyed 
250 programs during the week of March 10 to 17, 2001.



In six recently published books, Toronto authors give thanks 
to the helpful librarians at Toronto Public Library for the 
assistance they received while doing research. The examples
below illustrate the many contributions library staff make to
the cultural life of Toronto:

From Sarajevo to the Miramichi:
diverse writers at PEN benefit
More than 350 guests heard readings by Bosnian journalist
Gordana Knezevic and New Brunswick novelist David
Adams Richards, among others, at an event at the Toronto
Reference Library on March 2. The event was hosted by the
library, and sponsored by PEN Canada, in celebration of
Freedom to Read Week.

This annual fundraiser for PEN draws attention to issues of
censorship, denial of civil liberties, and the persecution of writ-
ers around the world. “In Canada we’re fortunate to have the
political freedom to read and write without fear of persecution
or censorship, and the library plays a critical role in supporting
freedom of expression,” said City Librarian Josephine Bryant.

Author and television host Daniel Richler hosted the evening.

Fast Facts
• Toronto Public Library— busiest in North America!

• 25 million items circulated each year

• 45,000 visitors each day

• 3 million reference questions answered annually

• 3 million visitors to Toronto Public Library website annually

• 400,000 participants in our programs annually

Welcome to 
Shelf Life

Josephine Bryant,

City Librarian

It is my pleasure to introduce

you to the first issue of Shelf

Life, Toronto Public Library’s new

monthly newsletter. It represents

our commitment to keep you

informed about current events,

trends and plans at Toronto

Public Library. As our environ-

ment changes, we will clarify the

issues that contribute to the

development of library policy

and the creation of new services

for our patrons.

You will become familiar with

the current questions facing the

Toronto Public Library Board

through Board Highlights, a 

regular section in the newsletter.

It will feature the issues under

discussion at monthly board

meetings.

As well, you’ll discover how our

patrons are getting the most out

of their library. Whatever their

interests and needs, we’ll tell

you of their experiences, and the

kind of difference it has made in

their lives.

Look for Shelf Life every

month, except for July and

August, and share it with a

friend or colleague.

The Virtual Reference Library
homepage includes a link to an
animated trip through the VRL.
The tour clarifies what the
Virtual Reference Library is,
introduces the graphic elements
of the VRL and explains what
each area features.

Librarians a hit with city authors

Ghost Stories of Canada,
John Robert Colombo

Tombstone Tales,
Harvey Medland

Provincial Asylum in Toronto:
Reflections on Social and
Architectural History,
Edna Hudson, editor

Famous Last Words,
John Robert Colombo

Imagine That!,
Janet Wilson

The Spinster and the Prophet:
Florence Deeks, H.G. Wells and
the Mystery of the Purloined Past,
A.B. McKillop

Four popular internet research tools 
available at the Virtual Reference Library

http://vrl.tpl.toronto.on.ca

Bob’s Your Uncle, eh!
http://indexes.tpl.toronto.on.ca/
genealogy/index.asp
A search engine for genealogy in Canada.

Career Bookmarks (CBM)
http://careerbookmarks.tpl.toronto.on.ca/
index.html
An easy-to-use, interactive career and job
search gateway, listed in the Top 100 Internet
Sites for Learning and Employment, by the
Human Resources Development Canada Youth
Employment Strategy group.

Science Net
http://sciencenet.tpl.toronto.on.ca/
A search tool for teachers and students
that offers over 4,500 Physics, Chemistry,
Botany, Geology, Astronomy, Zoology,
Biology and Paleontology websites.

NewsConnect
http://newsconnect.tpl.toronto.on.ca 
The library’s recent gateway to news
from home and around the world.
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Plain 
and Fancy

An Exhibition of book covers

and bindings from Toronto 

Public Library’s Osborne

Collection of Early 

Children’s Books   

Canada Trust Gallery, Toronto Reference Library
789 Yonge Street

Students, parents, children and lovers of children’s literature
will enjoy book covers and bindings ranging from animal
skins and clumsy wooden boards to elegant Dutch flowery
gilt paper and brilliant lithographs.

This show will feature the changing art of bookbinding,
spanning a period of 600 years.

The Plain and Fancy poster featuring The Violet Fairy Book
will be on sale at selected locations of the Toronto Public
Library for $5.

Thanks to our sponsor Laurentien for its generous support of this event.

Also, our thanks to the Donner Canadian Foundation and Mr. Allan E.
Gotlieb for their continued support of the Osborne Collection of Early
Children’s Books located at the Lillian H. Smith Library.

On display from April 7 to June 3, 2001
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School use of VRL skyrockets
Library staff introduced Toronto Public Library’s electronic resources
to students and teachers, through a planned outreach program, at
Toronto Catholic high schools. The success to date of this ongoing
program is captured in the graph which measures the number of
hits coming from Catholic School Board IP addresses.
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