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Shelf Life is published 10 times a

year by the To ronto Public Libra r y

B o a rd , 789 Yonge Stre e t , To ro n t o,

O n t a r i o, Canada M4W 2G8.

M a r keting & Communications

O f fic e :4 1 6 - 3 9 3 - 7 1 1 7 .

The Toronto Public Library Board meets

monthly from September through June,

in Committee Room 2 at Toronto City

H a l l , 100 Queen Street We s t .M e e t i n g s

are open to the public.

The Library Board includes eight citizen

members and seven City Councillors.

“The pu blic libra ry rem a i n s
what it was in the 19t h

cen tu ry. That is, the 
g u a ra n tor of e q u i ty of a cce s s ,
no ba rri ers with re s pe ct to
a ge , with re s pe ct to inco m e
or with re s pe ct to phys i c a l
d i s a bi l i ti e s .”

– CLA President Wendy Newman in the
Toronto Star

“ In this te ch n ol o gical age ,
l i b ra rians are the ulti m a te
se a rch en gi n e s . Th ey ke ep 
u s , rega rdless of our inco m e s ,
edu c a ti o n , or hometown s ,
i n fo rm a ti o n - l i tera te en ou gh
to run our live s , our 
bu s i n e s ses and our nati o n s .”

– ALA President Maurice J. ( M i t c h )
Freedman and 

CLA President Wendy Newman in the
Toronto Star

L i b rarians 
do To r o n t o

Su per- co n feren ce goes ahead,
see sto ry inside…

Writers fêted
continued from page 2…

con su m er advoc a te ; Na omi Kl ei n ,
activist and aut h or of No Lo go a n d
hu m o u rist Lynn Jo h n s ton , c re a tor of
the popular For Bet ter or for Wo rse
c a rtoon stri p.

Aw a rd - winning aut h or and broad-
c a s ter Rex Mu rphy and Bel z ber g
Profe s s or of Con f l i ct Ma n a gem ent at
the Un ivers i ty of Toron to Ja n i ce Gro s s
S tein en t h ra ll ed the audien ce du ri n g
the CLA Pre s i den t’s Progra m .

Accl a i m ed aut h or Ma r ga ret At wood
and her seminal book The Ha n d m a i d ’s
Ta l e took cen ters t a ge as part of t h e
f i rs t - ever One Boo k , One Con feren ce 
progra m , d rawing atten ti on and
aw a reness to the strength and depth of
Ca n adian aut h ors . As an ad ded bonu s ,
Ra n dom House don a ted more than
100 of At wood ’s newest book O ry x

with their fell ow citi zens as well as
those seeking a qu i et place to stu dy.

L i bra ries tap and inspire cre a tive
devel opm ent in our soc i ety. Co ll ecti on s
pre s erve cultu ral ti e s , fo s ter the inte-
gra ti on of n ewcom ers to their adopted
s oc i ety and produ ce re aders up for the
ch a ll en ges of the inform a ti on age . Th e
p u blic libra ry is an important integra t-

worl d ,” said Ci ty Libra ri a n
Jo s ephine Brya n t . To that en d ,
a boo k l et en ti t l ed C a n a d a
Un covered: A Hu m bl e
Co m pendium of C a n a d i a n
Li tera ry Excerpts was 
produ ced and of fered as a gi f t
to con feren ce atten dee s .

The gala also provi ded an
opportu n i ty for the Libra ry to
thank its closest fri ends and
su pporters for their lon g -
standing patron a ge .

ALA/CLA Joint
C o n f e r e n c e
Continued from page 2…

and Cra ke to con feren ce parti c i p a n t s .
A gala cel ebra ti on was held at

Toron to Pu blic Libra ry ’s Lillian H.
Smith bra n ch in honour of the 2003
wi n n ers of the Ca n adian Libra ry
As s oc i a ti on Ch i l d ren’s Book of t h e
Year Aw a rd .

Toron to Pu blic Libra ry was aw a rded
the pre s ti gious John Co t ton Dana
L i bra ry Pu blic Rel a ti ons Aw a rd for its 
su ccess in prom o ting the libra ry ’s 
performing arts seri e s .

Keynote message
Continued from page 2…

ing force for all segm ents of s oc i ety:
ri ch and poor, n ew Ca n adians and old,
b a bies and sen i ors . Pu blic libra ries pro-
m o te com mu n i ty at the local nei gh-
bo u rh ood level and con tri bute to citi-
zenship and a sense of bel on gi n g.

G overn m ents and the priva te sector
h ave recogn i zed the ra n ge of a s s et s
a s s oc i a ted with the libra ry. Tru s ted ,
pop u l a r, acce s s i ble to all – the publ i c
l i bra ry in con cert with its city and
o t h er partn ers can accel era te and
i n tensify the process of com mu n i ty
devel opm en t .

Poised and re a d y
Recent com m i tm ents by the federa l
and provincial govern m ents – and an
u p s wing in ph i l a n t h ropic activi ty –
provi de some basis for optimism 
that a cultu ral ren a i s s a n ce in Toron to
is imminen t . The city is set to shake
the impre s s i on of re s ting on its laurel s
– and the Toron to Pu blic Libra ry 
is poi s ed and re ady to ad d ress any 
of the ch a ll en ges that it – and its 
c i ty – wi ll face .

A remarkable gathering of over 60 Canadian authors, u n l i kely to be repeated again.

B o a rd Members

Gillian Mason, C h a i r

William Booth, Vi c e - C h a i r

Councillor Maria A u g i m e r i

Meyer Brownstone

Councillor Olivia Chow

Councillor Mike Fe l d m a n

Rick Goldsmith

Mizan Ibrahim

Councillor Joe Mihevc

Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wo n g

Mark Nightingale

Councillor Jane Pitfie l d

Councillor Kyle Rae

Marjorie Stephenson

Mitchell We i s b e r g
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See ALA/CLA on back page …

IT  WAS EXPE C T E D to set
n ew atten d a n ce record s .
O r ga n i zers were wowed by
the nu m ber of e a rly regi s-
tra n t s . The first Am eri c a n
L i bra ry As s oc i a ti on (ALA )
and Ca n adian Libra ry
As s oc i a ti on (CLA) joi n t
a n nual con feren ce in over 40
ye a rs was on track to be a
hu ge su cce s s .

Su d den ly a previ o u s ly
u n k n own and vi ru l ent dis-
ease du bbed SARS (Severe
Ac ute Re s p i ra tory
Sy n d rome) had arrived in
Toron to.

Against the back d rop of a
worl dwi de health scare ,
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry —
with trem en dous help from
the Ci ty of Toron to — had
to fight hard to keep plans
for the con feren ce alive .

In the en d , as the crisis 
con ti nu ed to simmer, t h e
A LA , C LA , Toron to Pu bl i c
L i bra ry and the Ci ty of
Toron to, a l ong with key
business partn ers , were abl e
to work thro u gh very diffi-

City plays host to large 
gathering of intrepid libra r i a n s
Over 17,500 intern a tional pa rti ci pants brave SARS
m edia sto rm to attend joint ALA / C LA su per-
co n feren ce June 19 – 25 

June 19, opening day crowds at the Metro To ronto Convention
C e n t re. An enthusiastic crowd warmed to the city immediately.

The pre - c o n f e rence panel included Gordon Hume, C i t y
C o n t ro l l e r, City of London; Russ Mills, Dean of Media and
D e s i g n , Algonquin College (formerly Editor, Ottawa Citizen) ;
Glen Murra y, M a y o r, City of Wi n n i p e g ; Glenn Miller, Vi c e -
P re s i d e n t , Education and Researc h , Canadian Urban Institute.

cult circ u m s t a n ces to keep
the con feren ce in Toron to.
Over 17,500 atten dees joi n ed
co lleagues from around the
world to learn more abo ut
the newest practi ces in 
s erving com mu n i ti e s ,
i n cluding TPL work s h ops 
on hom el e s s n e s s , bu d geti n g,
d ivers i ty and yo uth 
progra m s .

Prel i m i n a ry econ omic 
ben efits to the Ci ty of
Toron to for hosting the con-
feren ce are esti m a ted to be in
excess of $30 mill i on .

A warm round of thanks is
owed to the many con feren ce
del ega tes and ven dors wh o
came to the city wh en many
o t h er groups were cancell i n g
t h eir plans.

C o n f e rence highlights
Fe a tu red spe a kers inclu ded
Verm ont Con gre s s m a n
Bernie Sa n ders , s pon s or of
the Fre edom to Re a d
Prote ction Act; Ra l ph Nader,

“Wh en I vi s i ted the 
referen ce libra ry, I was tol d
by pe ople there that To ro n to
… is the most heavi ly used
l i b ra ry ci ty in No rt h
Am erica… I was astou n d ed
at what a hangout it is.”

Andy Barrie, Host CBC Radio M e t r o
M o r n i n g , June 19, 2 0 0 3

“ Li b ra rians are tu rning 
the tables this we e k ,
s peaking out loud instead 
of hissing ‘s h h h h h’. Th i s
week the Am erican Li b ra ry
As so ci a tion and Ca n a d i a n
Li b ra ry As so ci a tion hel d
t h eir joint annual 
co n feren ce in To ro n to.”

CBC N a t i o n a l, June 24, 2003 

“I fe el…an en o rm ous 
gra ti tude to you and I hope
that it is brou ght home to
you every day how mu ch 
d i f feren ce you make in the
l ives of i n d ivi dual human
bei n gs … ”

Gloria Steinem, speaking of 
l i b r a r i a n s, Conference Guest Speaker 

“You have ch o sen to defen d
f re edom in the deepest sen se
of the wo rd .”

Vermont Congressman 
Bernie Sanders,

as quoted in the Toronto Star
June 22, 2 0 0 3

“ Pu blic libra ries are 
q u i et ly spu rring a pu bl i c
ren a i s s a n ce in ci ti e s .”

Nova Res Urbus, June 20, 2 0 0 3

“ … To ro n to’s Pu bl i c
Li b ra ries ... a re a gre a t
e q u a l i zer and shou l d
be … ava i l a ble to everyo n e .”

Robert Fi s h e r, H o s t , Metro Morning,
June 23, 2003 

“As image - bu s ting co n ti nu e s
even tu a lly the wo rd wi ll 
get out that 'libra rians are
vi b ra n t , en t h u s i a s tic pe opl e .’ ”

Kerry Gillespie, Toronto Star,
June 14, 2 0 0 3

“This joint is jumping”
H e a d l i n e, Toronto Sun, June 24, 2003 

“C l eveland libra rian 
Cal Zunt… said she’s 

cert a i n ly planning to go
home and ‘s h a re the 
m e s s a ge’ a b out this 

‘ wo n d erf u l , gra ci ous ci ty.’ ”
Sue-Ann Levy, Toronto Sun,

June 24, 2003 

P re - c o n f e rence co-
s p o n s o r, Wh i t e h o t s
P resident Russ Culver
and City Libra r i a n
Josephine Bryant.

Chris Sheriff-Scott, Senior V P,
MintoUrban Communities.

A rchitect Raymond
M o r i y a m a .

B r i t n e l l ’s Pre s i d e n t ,
Jane Cooney.

National Libra r i a n
Roch Carrier.

T VO Chair and CEO Isabel Bassett, Aw a rd
winning food writer and TPL supporter
S a ra Waxman and City Councillor Kyle Rae.

Canadian writers fêted
Fri ends ga t h er to honour Canadian authors

A GALA RECEPTION s pon s ored by the
Toron to Pu blic Libra ry and the Ra n dom
House Group of Companies was held Ju n e
23 at Ha rt House to showcase some of
Ca n ad a’s most disti n g u i s h ed aut h ors .

“One of our goals du ring the Con feren ce
is to ex pose Ca n adian aut h ors to one of t h e
l a r gest boo k - buying audien ces in the

TO RO N TO IS ONE of t h e
most cultu ra lly and linguisti-
c a lly diverse cities in the
worl d . Here , you can hear
over 150 languages spo ken .
Not on ly were 49 percent of
the re s i dents born out s i de
Ca n ad a , but one out of every
f ive has immigra ted here
s i n ce 1990.

With 98 bra n ch e s , Toron to
Pu blic Libra ry (TPL) bl a n-
kets the city, f rom down town
to the su bu rb s . The libra ry
en j oys 18 mill i on visits a

Keynote message: Diversity 
Excerpt from Ci ty Li b ra rian Jo sephine Brya n t’s 
pre - co n feren ce pre sen t a tion to Ci ti e s ,
Nei gh b ou rh oods and Li b ra ries fo ru m

year – more than the Ai r
Ca n ada Cen tre , the CN
Tower, the Art Gall ery of
O n t a rio and the Roya l
O n t a rio Mu s eum com bi n ed
– and circ u l a tes over 30 
m i ll i on items from our
l i bra ry bra n ches every ye a r.

An integrating forc e
L i bra ry bu i l d i n gs house 
people as well as materials –
those who come for con t act

See Keynote on back page …

A n d rew Sancton, C h a i r, Department of Political Science, U n i v e rsity of
Western Ontario; H o n o u rable David Cro m b i e, P resident and CEO, C a n a d i a n
Urban Institute (formerly Mayor, City of To ro n t o ) ; Councillor Mike Fe l d m a n ,
Wa rd 10, City of To ro n t o ; Joe Berridge, Pa r t n e r, Urban Stra t e g i e s.

See Writers fêted on back page …

Lynne Howarth,
D e a n , Faculty of
Information Science,
U n i v e rsity of To ro n t o,
1 9 9 5 - 2 0 0 3 .

City of To ronto Chief A d m i n i s t ra t o r
Shirley Hoy and author/activist
June Callwood.
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Continued from page 2…

and Cra ke to con feren ce parti c i p a n t s .
A gala cel ebra ti on was held at

Toron to Pu blic Libra ry ’s Lillian H.
Smith bra n ch in honour of the 2003
wi n n ers of the Ca n adian Libra ry
As s oc i a ti on Ch i l d ren’s Book of t h e
Year Aw a rd .

Toron to Pu blic Libra ry was aw a rded
the pre s ti gious John Co t ton Dana
L i bra ry Pu blic Rel a ti ons Aw a rd for its 
su ccess in prom o ting the libra ry ’s 
performing arts seri e s .

Keynote message
Continued from page 2…

ing force for all segm ents of s oc i ety:
ri ch and poor, n ew Ca n adians and old,
b a bies and sen i ors . Pu blic libra ries pro-
m o te com mu n i ty at the local nei gh-
bo u rh ood level and con tri bute to citi-
zenship and a sense of bel on gi n g.

G overn m ents and the priva te sector
h ave recogn i zed the ra n ge of a s s et s
a s s oc i a ted with the libra ry. Tru s ted ,
pop u l a r, acce s s i ble to all – the publ i c
l i bra ry in con cert with its city and
o t h er partn ers can accel era te and
i n tensify the process of com mu n i ty
devel opm en t .

Poised and re a d y
Recent com m i tm ents by the federa l
and provincial govern m ents – and an
u p s wing in ph i l a n t h ropic activi ty –
provi de some basis for optimism 
that a cultu ral ren a i s s a n ce in Toron to
is imminen t . The city is set to shake
the impre s s i on of re s ting on its laurel s
– and the Toron to Pu blic Libra ry 
is poi s ed and re ady to ad d ress any 
of the ch a ll en ges that it – and its 
c i ty – wi ll face .

A remarkable gathering of over 60 Canadian authors, u n l i kely to be repeated again.

B o a rd Members

Gillian Mason, C h a i r

William Booth, Vi c e - C h a i r

Councillor Maria A u g i m e r i

Meyer Brownstone

Councillor Olivia Chow

Councillor Mike Fe l d m a n

Rick Goldsmith

Mizan Ibrahim

Councillor Joe Mihevc

Councillor Denzil Minnan-Wo n g

Mark Nightingale

Councillor Jane Pitfie l d

Councillor Kyle Rae

Marjorie Stephenson

Mitchell We i s b e r g


