
EXCELLENT FUN FOR KIDS 

KidsSpace goes 
live for Toronto 
young people
You won’t want to leave 

games, contests, 
puzzles, homework 
help and, of course, 
lots of activities to 
support reading.  

Kids will find 
Read-a-Story, Hear-
a-Story and Tell-a-
Story activities, as 

well as e-cards, information 
about what to do in Toronto, 
recommended reading lists, 
polls and lots of links to 
other top-flight sites.

ASIAN HERITAGE MONTH 

Joy Kogawa heads 
line-up in month-
long celebration 
of Asian culture   
Gala launch at Palmerston 
Branch Theatre

READINGS BY JOY Kogawa, 
Madeleine Thien and 
entertainment by Japanese 
Silent Storyteller Noriko 
Yamamoto will all be 
part of Toronto Public 
Library’s gala launch of 
Asian Heritage Month on 
Thursday, May 4 at 7 p.m. 
at the Palmerston Branch, 

THE LIBR ARY’S BR AND-

new website for kids went 
live during March Break.

Populated by dozens 
of Dewey action figures, 
the new KidsSpace offers 

“Kids can play, explore and 
learn safely,” says KidsSpace 
Librarian Sheilah O’Connor.  
“We hope all kids in Toronto 
will get to know KidsSpace as 
well as they know their local 
library branch. We think 
they won’t want to leave.”

Valuable information 
for parents and caregivers 
completes the site. Just 
click on ‘KidsSpace’ 
on the Library website 
torontopubliclibrary.ca.

Madeleine Thien Jee-Yun LeeJoy Kogawa Noriko Yamamoto

560 Palmerston Avenue (off 
Bloor, west of Bathurst). 
The evening will be hosted 
by CITYNews Consumer 
Specialist Jee-Yun Lee. 

 Toronto Public Library 
officially designates May 
as a month to highlight 
the library collections, 
programs and services 
for the diverse Asian 
communities in Toronto. 
Torontonians are invited 
to discover the richness of 
Toronto Public Library’s 
Asian collections, both 
in languages other than 
English and in translation, 
and attend any of the many 
programs featuring music, 
literature, art and dance.
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Get the buzz on our 
new virtual book club 

for adults. Pg. 2



TEXT TOOLS

Computer access 
improved 
at all branches 
Word processing now 
available; ZoomText 
easy on the eyes

BOOK CLUB RESOURCES 

Heard the buzz?
Check out 
Book Buzz, the Library’s 
virtual book club

THE LIBR ARY NOW offers 
word processing workstations 
at all 99 branches. 

Four branches also offer 
training; learn to use Word 
XP to create, save and edit 
letters, reports and other 
documents. Basic keyboarding 
and mouse skills are required. 
Please call for dates and 
to register for a class:

• North York Central Library 
416-395-5674

• Toronto Reference Library 
416-393-7209

• Malvern 
416-396-8969

• Maria A. Shchuka 
416-394-1000
Each of Toronto Public 

Library’s 99 branches 
also now has a ZoomText 
workstation with 
magnification software that 
enlarges everything on the 
screen. From the library 
catalogue of books, music, 
movies and more, to research 
databases and email, the 
new software is ideal for 

Khaled Hosseini‘s 
national bestseller, 

The Kite Runner, 
is the next Book 

Buzz read.

people with low vision, or for 
anyone who simply needs the 
text to be a little bit bigger. 
The new software is quite 
easy to use, but staff is always 
ready to help with difficulties.  

ELEMENTARY DONATION 

Doyle meets 
Disney? 
Valuable ‘Mouse 
Detective’ drawings 
inspired by 
Sherlock Holmes

EIGHTY-SEVEN production 

drawings from Disney’s The 
Great Mouse Detective (Walt 
Disney Studios, 1986) are 
now a part of Toronto Public 
Library’s Arthur Conan Doyle 

Collection. They originally 
belonged to a senior Disney 
animator and were donated 
to the collection by Dr. 
Peter Lemiski, a noted local 
collector of Sherlockiana. 
The fact that the drawings 
represent an entire scene from 
the fi lm adds to their value 
and rarity. A framed sketch 
included in the donation 
has now joined the original 
artwork hanging on the 
walls of the Arthur Conan 
Doyle Room at the Toronto 
Reference Library.

traditional book clubs to 
participate in the joy of 
book discussion can join 
Book Buzz on their own 
time, in their own space. 
Contribute to the lively 
online discussion; read 
the blog to learn about 
upcoming Library events; 
and enter the contest to 
win fabulous prizes.

Book Buzz is only one of 
many Library initiatives to 

foster the love of reading 
and support book discussion 
groups. The Recommended 
Reading page of our website 
also highlights other 
resources including our 
Book Club Sets, multiple 
copies of single titles for use 
by book discussion groups. 
Last year Radio-Canada 
visited one Library book 
club and a segment of the 
discussion was aired for a 
week. Visit the website or talk 
to branch staff to learn more.

WANNA TALK ABOUT 

books from the comfort 
of your living room? Join 
Toronto Public Library’s 
virtual book club, Book Buzz, 

from any Internet-connected 
computer around the globe, 
any time, anywhere. Click on 
the Book Buzz button from 

the Library’s home page, 
torontopubliclibrary.ca or 
check under ‘Recommended 
Reading.’

The fi rst book that was 
discussed was A Complicated 
Kindness by Miriam 
Toews. On the fi rst day of 
every month, a new book 
discussion is launched. May’s 
book is The Kite Runner 
by Khaled 
Hosseini. To 
post comments, 
become a 
member (free) 
by providing 
a username, 
password and an 
email address. 
You can also 
place a hold 

on next month’s 
book from our 
main page. 

Those who 
cannot attend 

ZoomText magnifi cation offers 
several different options for 
viewing the screen.

ZoomText magnifi cation is ideal for 
people with low vision.
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Research and Reference

Part three of a series highlighting the Toronto Public 
Library’s Research and Reference Libraries

IN PREVIOUS ISSUES of 
Shelf Life, we highlighted 
collections at Toronto Public 
Library’s Research and 
Reference libraries as well as 
the centralized services they 
provide to all 99 branches. 
In this issue, the spotlight 
is on the Urban Affairs 
Library – a spotlight made 
brighter by the fact that this 
branch recently celebrated 
its 40th anniversary.

Referred to by Jack Layton 
as a “jewel,” the Urban 
Affairs Library offers a 
breadth of unique collections 

Although the focus is on 
Toronto, the collection 
is international in scope, 
covering topics such as 
city planning, housing, 
and transportation, as 
well as the social and 
physical environment of 
the world’s urban areas.  

A Corporate Research 
Service for City staff and 
politicians offers customized 
research using the 
collection’s print resources, as 
well as a range of electronic 
databases.  And, if they don’t 
have what City employees 

LE PRIX DES LECTEURS 2006

People’s choice 
reading award for 
French language 
fi ction

Urban Affairs Library at Metro Hall, 55 John Street.

resource Library branches in 
Toronto (Cedarbrae, 
S. Walter Stewart, Fairview, 
Northern District, Don 
Mills, Yorkville, York Woods, 
Richview, Brentwood, North 
York Central and Toronto 
Reference) will have copies 
of the shortlist as well as 
bookmarks promoting the 
program. The Library’s 
two French Book Clubs 
discussed the books during 
their April meetings. The 
contest runs until May 6. 

Le Prix des Lecteurs 2006 
Shortlist

• Wilfrid—La quête de 
l’impossible by Lise Bédard

• Terre des autres 
by Sylvie Bérard 

• L’Homme aux yeux de loup 
by Gilles Dubois 

• L’Agonie des dieux 
by Jean Fahmy 

• Obsessions, nouvelles 
by Aurélie Resch 

• La vie, sens unique 
by Jean-François Somain 

TORONTO’S LITTLE TASTE 

of spring weather might have 
you yearning for the summer. 

2006 TD Summer 
Reading Club 
Toronto kids can join 
Library’s Quest for 
Heroes 

Get ready, because it’s going 
to be a good one – especially 
for Toronto’s kids – with 
Toronto Public Library’s 
TD Summer Reading Club 
gearing up to celebrate 
heroes. 

This coming summer, 
kids across the city will 
be discovering heroes of 

all kinds, past and 
present. The title of the 
program is Quest for 
Heroes and children’s 
book illustrator 
Martha Newbigging 
has dreamed up 
some super hero 
illustrations to bring 
the program to life.

Watch the Library 
website for news 
about the TD Summer 
Reading Club. 
Also check out our 
newly redesigned 
KidsSpace website.IL
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and services unsuspected 
by most Torontonians.  
The collection includes 
past and present Toronto 
Council documents, bylaws, 
offi cial plans and zoning 
information.  In addition, 
there is an extensive array 
of books, magazines and 
maps detailing aspects of 
Toronto’s past, present 
and future.  Specialized 
collections such as 
newspaper clipping fi les, 
community newspapers 
and municipal campaign 
literature allow researchers 
to delve into issues at 
a neighbourhood level.  

are looking for, staff look 
for it in other libraries 
across Canada and the U.S. 

Located in Metro Hall at 
55 John St., the Library is 
used by students, planners, 
marketers, citizens’ 
groups, lawyers and the 
business community. One 
university professor brings 
his entire class in from 
out of town each year to 
learn about the Library.

Interested in fi nding out 
more? Contact Urban Affairs 
Library at 416-397-7241. 
Or check the Toronto Public 
Library website,
www.torontopubliclibrary.ca.

FOR THE SECOND year 
in a row, the Library will 
participate in Le Prix des 
Lecteurs, a people’s choice 
reading award for French-
speaking Ontario. Ten readers 
will be selected from all 
Ontario entrants to become 
the jury. They will each read 
six novels on the shortlist and 
together choose a winner. 
Francophone Ontarians 
can participate by reading 
the books and contributing 
comments to the Prix des 
Lecteurs website, television 
shows and other forums. The 
winner will be announced 
at a public event celebrating 
reading and all the nominated 
authors in early May.

Each of the 11 French 

FOCUS ON
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Calendar of Events
May 2006

Spring Author Series
Joseph Boyden reads from his 
best-selling book Three Day Road.
Thomas King, an award-winning 
novelist, short story writer, script-
writer and photographer reads 
from A Short History of Indians in 
Canada. 
Thursday, May 11, 7 p.m.
Beeton Auditorium, Toronto 
Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.

Gary Geddes, poet, playwright 
and author, reads from his bestsell-
ing book Kingdom of Ten Thousand 
Things: An Impossible Journey from 
Kabul to Chiapas. 
Thursday, May 25, 7 p.m.
Beeton Auditorium, Toronto 
Reference Library, 789 Yonge St.

Spring Uptown Author Series
Meet the award-winning Canadian 
author and 2005 Giller fi nalist, 
Camilla Gibb, as she reads from 
Sweetness In the Belly.

Thursday, May 11, 7 p.m.
North York Central Library, 
5120 Yonge St. Room 2

On Stage Series 
Reel STAGE
...lights, camera, action! 
Screening an astonishing variety of 
media artworks, the best images 
from the 2006 Images Festival.  
Friday, May 5, 7 p.m.
Toronto Reference Library, 
789 Yonge St. 
 
Being on STAGE ...”I never 
really felt like an actor”
TVO’s Paula Todd interviews actor, 
writer Susan Coyne (Helen’s 
Necklace, Alice’s Affair, Slings & 
Arrows). Lively discussion ensues.
Friday, May 12, 7 p.m.
Toronto Reference Library, 
789 Yonge St.  

Jane/Dundas Public Consultation 
The public is invited to attend a 
May 18th open house concerning 
the upcoming renovation. 
(See story this page.)

RENOVATION NEWS 

Jane/Dundas 
Public Consultation

MEMBERS OF THE public 
are invited to attend an open 
house about the upcoming 
renovation of Jane/ Dundas 
Branch.

Date: Thursday May 18, 2006
Time: 7 p.m.
Place: Jane/Dundas Branch   
Address: 620 Jane Street 
(at Dundas Street West)

Toronto Public Library 
staff and architect Stephen 
Teeple will be on hand 
to present the proposed 
design for the renovation.  

About the Upcoming 
Jane/Dundas Renovation:             
The Jane/Dundas Branch 
renovation is one of several 
capital projects planned for 
Library branches across the 
City of Toronto. Scheduled 
to commence in fall 2006, 
the extensive renovation 
to the building will:

• Improve the entrance and 
enhance the street presence 
of the branch;  

• Add a new elevator, 
creating barrier-free 
access to the building, 
including all entrances, 
all collections and lounge 
areas, community/program 
room, staff areas and public 
washrooms;

• Improve the children’s area 
and add a new teen zone;  

• Improve meeting space, 
upgrade shelving and 
replace furniture.  

For more information, 
please contact the branch 
at 416-394-1014. 

WWW.CENSUS2006.CA 

Everyone counts in 
the 2006 Census
Library partners with 
Census Canada to up 
participation

ON TUESDAY, MAY 16, 
more than 32.5 million 
people in Canada will “count 
themselves in” when they 
complete and return their 
2006 Census questionnaire 
either by mail or, for the first 
time in Canada’s history, 
online at www.census2006.
ca. Toronto Public Library 
is partnering with Census 
Canada to encourage higher 
participation by Toronto 
residents.

Census data is useful 
to anyone in business, 
industry, associations, 
institutions, academia and 
the media. It’s also used to 
plan important community 
services, including libraries.

Residents may use 
Library computers to 
fill out census forms. 
Promotional information 
on the 2006 Census will 
also be posted on the 
Library’s website and ramp.

Statistics Canada is 
bound by law to protect 
the confidentiality and 
identity of individuals in 
all data. Use the Library 
to count yourself in!

  

Library Board Highlights 
April 2006

Audited 2005 Financial 
Statements of the Library Board 
and the Library Board Trust Funds
The Toronto Public Library 
Board approved the audited 
2005 fi nancial statements 
for the Library and the Trust 
Funds of the Library.

Adoption of the 2006 
Operating Budget
The Toronto Public Library 
adopted the 2006 operating 
budget as approved by 
City Council on March 30, 
2006, which refl ects gross 
expenditures of $158.329 
million and revenues of 

$13.638 million, resulting in a 
net budget of $144.691 million.

Naming of the Black and 
Caribbean Heritage Collection
The Board approved the 
naming of the Black and 
Caribbean Heritage Collection 
at Toronto Public Library as 
“Rita Cox Black and Caribbean 
Heritage Collection.”

Richview Branch – 
Closure for Repairs
The Board approved the 
closure of the Richview Branch 
for approximately four months 
beginning May 15. The closure 
will allow for the replacement 
of its heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning system.
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Toronto Public 
Library Board
William Booth, Chair
Kathy Gallagher Ross, 
Vice-Chair

Louise Aspin
Matthew Church
Councillor Gay Cowbourne
Councillor Janet Davis
Murthy Ghandikota
Okeima Lawrence

Gillian Mason
Councillor Kyle Rae
Councillor Karen Stintz
Councillor Sylvia Watson
Kate Wilson 
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Shelf Life is published 10 times a year by the 
Toronto Public Library Board, 789 Yonge Street, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4W 2G8. 
Marketing & Communications Offi ce: 416-393-7117.
Next Board Meeting: 
May 15, 2006.

The Toronto Public Library Board meets monthly 
at 6 p.m., September through June, in the Board 
Room, Toronto Reference Library, 
789 Yonge Street, Toronto. Meetings are open to 
the public. Board Contact: Nancy Marshall 
416-393-7215. 


