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Councillor Janet Davis, Minister of Health George Smitherman. 
(background: Kevin Frankish and the Porkbelly Futures)
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SEE family, page 2…

The biggest public library of its kind 
in the country, Toronto Reference Library 
has always been a place open to the public. 
The November 2 celebration of its 30th 
anniversary at Yonge and Bloor was an 
opportunity to celebrate this openness and 
also to have some fun. The all-day party 
gave Torontonians a chance to tour the 
library collections, meet with the Mayor, 
hear poetry, meditate and find out about 
zines, to name just some of the activities.

The Reference Library has actually been 
around for almost 100 years, but it moved 
to Yonge and Bloor in 1977. Architect 
Raymond Moriyama, who designed 
the landmark building, was among the 
special guests attending the November 
2 open house, as was his son, Ajon 
Moriyama, who is involved in ongoing 
renovations of the Reference Library.

The fun didn’t end with the November 2 

event. Wednesdays throughout November, 
special guests will be visiting the library’s 
Literary Café. Torontonians will have 
a chance to participate in a taping of 
Ian Brown’s CBC show, Talking Books 
on November 21 and to meet Globe 
and Mail columnists Jan Wong and 
Christie Blatchford on November 28.

On Friday evenings in November, 
the Agents of Change series will feature 
JUMP Math founder John Mighton being 
interviewed by filmmaker Atom Agoyan 
on November 16. Producer of legendary 
CBC shows including As It Happens and 
Canada: A People’s History, Mark Starowicz 
will be interviewed by CBC radio host Jian 
Ghomeshi on November 23. A week later, 
on November 30, lawyer, environmental 
activist and Bullfrog Power founder 
Tom Heintzman will be interviewed 
by writer/broadcaster Gill Deacon.

Toronto Reference Library: an open house

Family attends two dozen 
summer library programs
From ancient Egypt to modern 
Munsch, library programs draw 
half a million participants a year

When it came time to plan family 
activities for the summer of 2007, Anthony 
Gibson did two things: he signed up his 
four children for the TD Summer Reading 
Club at Toronto Public Library; and he 
got out his copy of What’s On, the library’s 
guide to programs and services. Gibson 
made detailed notes about which of 
Toronto’s 99 library branches were holding 
programs that he wanted his family to 
attend. There were plenty to choose from.

In 2006, for example, the library 
hosted more than 20,500 programs 
with 528,000 people attending. 

“I looked through What’s On 
very carefully,” Gibson explains. “I 
saw lots of things I’d like to have 
my kids experience and we tried to 
see as many of them as possible.” 

Beloved author and storyteller Robert Munsch 
(centre) yuks it up with Joseph Gibson (left) and 
Elvis Matovina at a July 17 library program at 
Mimico Branch.
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Family 
Continued from page 1…

One of the programs 
the Gibsons were lucky 
enough to attend was a 
visit by beloved author and 
storyteller Robert Munsch 
at Mimico branch. Over 200 
people attended on July 17 
to hear the king of Canadian 
children’s lit entertain for 
an hour, featuring stories 
about kids in the audience.

“You had to get tickets ahead 

of time,” Gibson explains, 
“So we went. Big line-up 
outside the library. Munsch 
was fabulous. Molly was up 
there and he was telling a 
story with her in it. And then 
a few minutes later, Joseph 
got picked, with another little 
boy, and Munsch told a story 
about red hair and black hair.”

“Yeah,” adds Joseph, “and 
the black-haired boy had 
green smoke coming out of 
this ear, red smoke out of this 
ear and fire out of his nose! 
Then, the same with me.”

While a number of library 
programs feature high-profile 
guests, such as Munsch or Meg 
Tilly (see sidebar, this page), 
there are hundreds of other 
not-so-high profile programs 

designed to entertain, educate 
and enlighten Torontonians 
of all ages and backgrounds.

Other programs the Gibsons 
took part in during the 
summer included: a Muskoka 
Wildlife Centre presentation 
at Eatonville Branch (“I got 
to pet a porcupine,” says 
MaryL.); a history of snakes 
that was offered at a number 
of branches around the city; 
and Sing Along with Andrea, a 
French program at Brentwood 

Branch, to name just a few.
“Here at Alderwood,” says 

Gibson, “an archaeologist 
from the ROM came and did 

a program on the excavations 
in Egypt. The program ran 
overtime because the kids were 
asking so many questions. 
It was really, really good.”

“Personally, I like this 
library (Alderwood),” says 
Gibson, “simply because 
it’s got a wonderful French 

section. Most libraries don’t 
have as many French books. 
So when the children are 
learning French, I get them to 
pick up French books here.” 

The end of the summer 
doesn’t mean the end of 
library visits for the Gibsons. 
“There’s a little program 
coming up here at Alderwood 
for Halloween where the 
younger ones get dressed up 
in their Halloween costumes 
and do some crafts.

“The 
librarians are 
all wonderful,” 
Gibson 
exclaims. 
‘Course, we’re 
in very often 
so they know 
us very well.”

Many library 
programs are 
co-sponsored 
with other 
community 
organizations 
(for example, 
the boards 
of education 
in Toronto 
run English 
as a Second 
Language 
classes at many 

libraries). One of the programs 
the Gibsons got involved in this 
past spring was a presentation 
at Eatonville Branch, co-
sponsored with Shakespeare 
in the Park, which included 
an invitation to attend a 
Shakespeare performance.

“One of the actors who 
worked with the kids at 
Eatonville played Dromino 
in A Comedy of Errors so they 
got to see him,” says Gibson.

Gibson values the library 
so much as a resource for his 
family because it, “just opens 
them up to so many things.” 

When asked if he could 
suggest new initiatives the 
library might consider getting 
involved in, Gibson says, 
“I don’t know if you can 

Library lover Anthony Gibson (centre) brought his children (l-r) Joseph (age 7), Bronwyn 
(age 5), Molly (age 10) and MaryL (age 9) to about two dozen library programs this 
summer. 

Gibson values the library 
so much as a resource for 
his family because it, “just 
opens them up to so many 

things.” 

Author Meg Tilly appeared 
at a number of libraries to 
read from and discuss her 
new book, Porcupine, on her 
visit to Toronto in October. 
At Parkdale Branch, as she 
watched the kids file in, she 
“knew it was going to be 
special. I read several pieces 
— they wanted me to read 
more. When I was finished 
I started the usual, ‘Any 
questions?’ A boy’s hand shot 
in the air. ‘Could you read that 
again!’ I couldn’t have felt 
more loved.” When one boy 
asked Tilly if she was going 
to write more books, she told 
him yes. “Good!” he said. 
“Will you put me in the next 
one? Joey. My name’s Joey. 
Please write about me.” Tilly’s 
message about self-worth and 
the power of choice reached 
over 100 children. At the end 
of the Parkdale program, some 
of the Grade 7 students ran 
up and hugged Tilly. Exiting 
the program, one child was 
overheard to say: “That lady 
in there is, like, WOW!” 

actually do more, you’re doing 
so many things here…

“I think libraries are 
one of our favourite 
places,” he concludes.
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Former head of the 
Osborne Collection of Early 
Children’s Books, Judith St. 
John (pictured), whose work 
cataloguing the Osborne 
Collection was invaluable in 
establishing the international 
reputation of the collection, 
passed away on October 17, 
but her legacy lives on in the 
collection.

Known worldwide for 
its fascinating collection of 
historical children’s books, 
primarily in the English 
language, the Osborne 
Collection features a wide 
range of holdings, from 
cuneiform tablets over 3,000 
years old, to a 14th century 
manuscript of Aesop’s Fables 
on vellum, to modern notable 
favourites (see ‘New to the 
Osborne...’ page 4.) The 
collection includes author 
archives and original book art.

The oldest and most diverse 
children’s historical book 
collection in Canada, Osborne 
draws scholars from around 
the world, as well as authors, 
researchers and students. 

Visitors of every age visit to 
enjoy special exhibitions — 
including the “world’s smallest 
book” (Guinness, 2002) —     
and events such as the annual 
Helen E. Stubbs lecture and 
the newly established Pantazzi 
lecture.

busiest urban public library 
system, vital to the city it serves.

In its third year, The Book 
Lover’s Ball is bound to sell out 
again. Last year, over 600 of 
Toronto’s social and corporate 
elite and over 60 celebrity 
authors, including Camilla 
Gibb, Austin Clark and David 
Gilmour, attended the event.

For 2008, CTV’s Seamus 
O’Regan returns as emcee for 
what will be one of the year’s 
most talked-about events. 
Guests, dressed in black tie or 

in costume as their favourite 
characters or book titles, will 
dine with famous authors and 
have the chance to get into the 
heads of some of today’s best 
known writers. An exclusive 
fashion show inspired by 
famous scenes in literature, 
and featuring stunning couture 
designs from top Canadian 
designers, will round out the 
event.

  Award-winning crime-
writer Peter Robinson, creator 
of the bestselling Inspector 

Judith St. John, head of the Osborne 
Collection of Early Children’s Books 
from 1952 until her retirement 
in 1979. Considered one of the 
foremost experts on English-
language historical children’s books, 
St. John was “witty and had a 
great sense of fun — although one 
always addressed her formally as 
Miss St. John,” according to current 
Osborne head Leslie McGrath. A 
memorial service will be held for 
St. John on November 24 at 1 p.m. 
at Humphrey Funeral Home, 1403 
Bayview Avenue.

Toronto Public Library  

Foundation’s fundraising event, 
Book Lover’s Ball, will take 
place on Thursday, January 
31, 2008 at Toronto’s historic 
landmark, The Fairmont 
Royal York. This unforgettable 
night of decadent food and 
glamorous fashion will bring 
beloved books and timeless 
tales to life — but most 
important, proceeds from 
this extraordinary event will 
enhance the work of Toronto 
Public Library, the world’s 

‘Miss St. John’ legacy lives on in 
Osborne Collection
Collection of historical children’s literature thrives 
at the library

Banks series, will be presented 
with the Toronto Public 
Library Celebrates Reading 
Award, previously awarded to 
Robert J. Sawyer in 2006 and 
Margaret Atwood in 2005.

Corporate sponsors and 
individual guests are invited to 
contact Julie Flynn, Manager, 
Strategic Partnerships & Events 
at 416-393-7225. 

Book Lover’s Ball a chance to benefit the city
Proceeds from ‘must attend’ event to enhance Toronto Public Library
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From the moment 

Toronto indie band The Bicycles 
took the stage in the North York 
Central Library auditorium on 
November 3, it was obvious 
something special was going on. 
About 250 people showed up to 
see The Bicycles, More or Les, 
Republic of Safety and Ohbijou 
make music in the library.

“People had fun,” says 
library collections manager 
Susan Caron. “I think a lot of 
people came away with a new 
perception of the library and 
what it can accomplish, not just 
as a purveyor of enlightenment 
and entertainment, but as a  
place to meet.”

Each of the bands gave away 
prizes, making up skill-testing 
“library” questions and giving 
away prizes for correct answers. 

“The concert is a chance for 
us to promote our local music 
collection of CDs to youth who 
don’t ordinarily frequent the 
library,” says Caron. “It’s also an 
opportunity for the library to 
demonstrate its commitment 
to creating public spaces 
where very diverse interests are 
encouraged and supported.”

Visit the library’s 
online catalogue www.
torontopubliclibrary.ca 
to reserve CDs by Toronto 
area indie bands.

Toronto Tunes
Local music lovers meet at library

Bicycle’s drummer Dana Snell took 
the opportunity to get herself a 
library card.

Rapper More or Les was “the high-
energy highlight of the night,” 
according to Now magazine.
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Toronto Public  
Library Board
Kathy Gallagher Ross, 
Chair
Matthew Church, 
Vice-Chair

Councillor Paul Ainslie
Eman Ahmed
Councillor Maria Augimeri
Adam Chaleff-Freudenthaler
Councillor Janet Davis
Ann Decter

Tina Edan
Okeima Lawrence
Councillor Chin Lee
Councillor Anthony Perruzza
Kate Wilson
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Shelf Life is published 10 times a year by the 
Toronto Public Library Board, 789 Yonge Street, 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada M4W 2G8.  
Marketing & Communications Office: 416-393-7117.
Next Board Meeting:  
December 10, 2007.

The Toronto Public Library Board meets monthly 
at 6 p.m., September through June, in the Board 
Room, Toronto Reference Library,  
789 Yonge Street, Toronto. Meetings are open  
to the public. Board Contact: Nancy Marshall  
416-393-7215. 

Library Board Highlights  
November 12, 2007

Renovation proposed to 
help meet needs in priority 
neighbourhood
The board approved a 
proposal to request that the 
city increase the library’s 
2008 capital budget by 
$0.85 million debt in order 
to renovate and expand 
Kennedy/Eglinton Branch as 
part of the city’s investment 
in priority neighbourhoods. 
Funding for the project 
is being provided by 
the City’s Partnership 
Opportunities Legacy Fund.

Expanded hours of 
operation at three branches
Three Toronto Public 
Library branches will be 
open longer in the new year. 
Woodside Square, which 
opened in a new location in 
April 2007, will be open at 
9 a.m. throughout the week, 
starting on January 7. Jane/
Dundas and S. Walter Stewart 
branches, both currently 
closed for renovation, 
will have expanded hours 
starting when they reopen 
in the first half of 2008. As 
part of the library board’s 
open hours vision, a review 
of hours of operation is 
undertaken whenever a 
library branch undergoes 
a major renovation.

Calendar of Events
November 2007

Collected Works: A Public 
Legacy 
On to Dec. 31
In celebration of Toronto 
Reference Library’s 
30th year, an exhibition 
featuring highlights 
from the library’s special 
collections. Check out the 
virtual exhibit at http://
ve.torontopubliclibrary.
ca/collected_works/
index.html

Osborne Collection  
exhibits
Gorey Tales, (see ‘Miss 
St. John…’ page 3)
On until Dec. 7
Animal Crackers, enjoy 
the antics of clothed 
animals having fun in 
this holiday exhibit.
Dec. 15 – Feb. 29
Lillian H. Smith Branch, 
239 College St.

Literary Café —  
Wednesdays, 12:30 p.m.
Ian Brown — a taping of 
CBC’s Talking Books. 
Nov. 21, 12:30 p.m.
Jan Wong & Christie Blatchford 
— personal travel stories. 
Nov. 28, 12:30 p.m.
Toronto Reference Library,  
789 Yonge St.

Agents of Change —  
meet people who make a 
difference
Jian Ghomeshi, CBC radio 
host, interviews television 
visionary Mark Starowicz, head 
of CBC’s documentary unit.
Nov. 23, 6 p.m.
Gill Deacon, writer/
broadcaster, interviews 
Bullfrog Power president 
Tom Heintzman, lawyer and 
environmental activist.
Nov. 30, 6 p.m.
Toronto Reference Library,  
789 Yonge St.

The colourful frontpiece of a set of black and white 
drawings, “Original Charades,” a manuscript by P.T. 
Poussette, illustrated by Amelia Frances Howard-
Gibbon and her sister, ca. 1870. Howard-Gibbon is 
remembered as one of Canada’s foremost children’s 
book illustrators. “Original Charades” was recently 
acquired for the Osborne Collection of Early 
Children’s Books with the help of the Friends of the 
Osborne Collection.
Read about the Osborne Collection on page 3.

New to the  
Osborne Collection

Writers’ Trust Workshop
Nov. 17, 1 p.m.
Get tips from award-
winning writer
Cordelia Strube
Register with Kyle Greenwood 
at 416-504-8222.
Beaches Branch,  
2161 Queen St. E.

Uptown Author Series
Janice Kulyk Keefer
Nov. 21, 7 p.m.
A reading from The 
Ladies Lending Library.
North York Central Library, 
5120 Yonge Street

Midtown Author Series
Shalom Camenietzki
Nov. 22, 2 p.m.
A reading from The 
Atheist’s Bible.
Deer Park Branch,  
40 St. Clair Ave. E.


