
St. Lawrence Branch 
Expansion / Relocation

April 2, 2026 - 6:00 ȿ8:00 pm



Land Acknowledgement

Toronto Public Library is situated on Indigenous land and Dish with 
One Spoon territory. This is the traditional territory of the 
Haudenosaunee (ho-den-oh-sho-nee)Confederacy, the Wendat, and 
the Mississaugas of the Credit First Nation. Toronto Public Library 
gratefully acknowledges these Indigenous nations for their 
guardianship of this land.



1. Opening remarks and introductions

2. City Librarian Moe Hosseini-Ara

3. Ward 13 Councillor Chris Moise 
4. Project History 

5. Architect Presentations

6. Current Library Overview 

7. Service Delivery Model, proposed features of new branch
8. High-level Project Schedule

9. Q&A

10.Survey
11.Next Steps

Agenda



City Librarian Remarks

Moe Hosseini -Ara

Toronto Reference Library
789 Yonge Street
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2
Telephone: 416-393-7032
Email: mhoss@tpl.ca



Councillor Remarks
Councillor Chris Moise
Ward 13 ȿToronto Centre
Contact Information
Toronto City Hall
100 Queen Street West, Suite A5
Toronto, ON M5H 2N2
Telephone: 416-392-7904
Email: Councillor_Moise@toronto.ca

Toronto Centre Constituency Office
329 Parliament Street
Toronto, ON M5A 2Z3
Telephone: 416-392-7904

mailto:ouncillor_Moise@toronto.ca


TPL facts and statistics

biggest & 
busiest in 
North America

81% of 
Torontonians 
used the 
library in 2024

100 
branches + 
online

91.5% 
customer 
satisfaction 
with the 
library

93%
of Torontonians 

agree that public 
libraries are an 

important resource 
for the community

visits
45 M

materials 
borrowed
28.1 M





Our 2025 2029 priorities



2: shared community spaces



project history
There is no District Library in the downtown east side of the City.

TPL has been looking for opportunities to relocate and expand the St. 
Lawrence branch since 2008 ȿwhen the branch was first included in the 
Library's 10 -year Capital Plan.

271 Front Street was identified as the new district library location and 
TPL worked co -operatively with the City on the development of the First 
Parliament Site Heritage Master Plan.

Spring 2021, the Government of Ontario expropriated the First 
Parliament site for the Ontario Line construction.

125 The Esplanade was identified as another potential site and 
was approved by the City in March 2022.



project history

Ward 10 Councillor requested an investigation to identify additional services 
and amenities be included on the site.

2023-2024 TPL worked with CreateTO, City of Toronto Planning, Transportation 
and Housing Secretariat and an external consultant on the feasibility and 
massing.

After careful consideration it was determined that it was not possible to 
accommodate the requirements of a district branch nor achieve the necessary 
rezoning at 125 The Esplanade and meet the requirements for housing.

TPL continued to work on locating a suitably sized site. The property at 339 
Queen Street East was identified as it met the requirements for size and 
location. TPL and the City of Toronto undertook due diligence evaluations  of 
the property and the purchase was finalized in December 2025.

This site allows the library to deliver this much needed community asset more 
quickly and more cost effectively than any other option.
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design team

West Block of Parliament, Ottawa Union Station, Toronto

Hart House, TorontoMaisonneuve Library, Montreal
Heritage Consultant



design team

1972 c. 2010s

Today

1914

Heritage Consultant


