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  STAFF REPORT 
INFORMATION ONLY 

Communications Report 
 
Date:  June 22, 2026 
 
To:  Toronto Public Library Board  
 
From:  City Librarian and CEO 
 
 
It is recommended that the Toronto Public Library Board:  
 
1. receives Communication (a), from Serda Evren, Toronto Public Library Board 

member to the Civic Appointments Committee, dated June 8, 2026, advising 
of her resignation from the Toronto Public Library Board, for information.  
 

2. receives communication (b), a letter to the Toronto Public Library Board, from 
John D. Elvidge, City Clerk, dated June 19, 2026, for information.  
 

3. receives Communication (c), an email from CitizenGO to the Toronto Public 
Library Board, representing multiple signatories, dated June 18, 2026, for 
information.  
 

4. receives Communication (d), form email letters to the Toronto Public Library 
Board, from numerous individuals, dated June 19, 2026, for information.  
 

 

 

 

10. 
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SIGNATURE 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
Moe Hosseini-Ara 
City Librarian and CEO 



a.



 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 

June 19, 2026 
 
To: Board of Management of the Toronto Public Library 
 
Re: Resignation from the Board 
 
 
Dear Members of the Board of Management of the Toronto Public Library, 
 
The City Clerk's Office received notice on June 8, 2026, that Serda Evren has resigned 
from the board. The resignation was made effective the day the City Clerk's Office received 
the notice. 
 
Per conversation with the TPL Board Chair and Library Board Officer, a process to recruit 
applicants for this vacancy will begin in Fall 2026, following the municipal election in 
October 2026.  
 
If you have any questions about this update, please contact the Public Appointments 
Secretariat at appoint@toronto.ca or 416-397-0088. 
 
All the best, 
 
 Original signed by Robyn Summers, Manager, Public Appointments Secretariat 
  
John D. Elvidge 
City Clerk 
 
cc.    
Public Appointments Secretariat, Toronto Public Library Board file 
Sara Tavakolian, Library Board Officer, City Librarian's Office, Toronto Public Library 
Alim Remtulla, Chair of the Toronto Public Library Board of Directors  
 

Public Appointments Secretariat  
Toronto City Hall  
100 Queen Street West 
12th Floor, West Tower 
Toronto, Ontario   M5H 2N2 
 
 

  

City Clerk's Office 
John D. Elvidge, City Clerk 
 
 
 
  

Tel: 416-397-0088 
Fax: 416-392-2980 
appoint@toronto.ca 
www.toronto.ca/ServeYourCit
y 
 

b.

mailto:appoint@toronto.ca
mailto:appoint@toronto.ca
http://www.toronto.ca/ServeYourCity
http://www.toronto.ca/ServeYourCity


6/18/26, 1 29 PM 

Outlook 

Protect Children: Remove Pride and Gender Events from Our Libraries - Sara Tavakolian - Outlook

Protect Children: Remove Pride and Gender Events from Our Libraries 

From CitizenGO <actions@citizengo.email> 

Date Thu 6/18/2026 7:16 AM 

To Sara Tavakolian <saratavakolian@tpl.ca> 

CAUTION: This email has originated from outside of TPL. Do not click on any links or open attachments unless you recognize the 

sender and know that the content is safe. 

Dear Toronto Public Library Board Chair Alim Remtulla, Vice Jonathan Hoss, Sakariya Ahmed, Deputy 

Mayors Paul Ainslie and Amber Morley, Tamara Balan, Serda Evren, Ben Liu, Amina Mohamed, and Soo 

Wong, 

I trust the library to keep my children safe. That trust is being broken. 

Your own catalogue lists 41 drag and Pride events for toddlers aged Oto 5, 29 for children aged 6 to 12, 

and 20 for teens. Drag Bingo, Drag Story Time, and a makeup workshop for 13-year-olds, these are listed 

for children in your publicly funded spaces. 

The performers you have booked are not neutral: Messy Margaret has publicly stated his goal is to 

ensure children at these events know they can grow up queer and become drag queens, and Fay and 

Fluffy's own published mission explicitly targets what they call "gender variant children." You are not 

hosting literacy programming; you are funding ideological access to toddlers. 

My taxes fund these spaces, and I expect them to remain neutral and age-appropriate. A two-year-old 

cannot weigh adult identity messaging, and parents deserve a say before these events are booked and 

promoted to their children. 

I am calling on each of you to remove all Pride, rainbow, drag, and gender identity events aimed at 

children and teens. 

Protect childhood innocence. 

Respect parental rights. 

Honour the trust families place in you. 

Please act now, before another storytime is booked. 

Sincerely, 

about:blank 2/3 

c.



d.
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